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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who likes to sing? Who likes to sing to God?

Message: Why do we sing hymns in church? Because He loves us, and we can rejoice and sing. He has given us reason to be happy: †

Faithful

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psa 98:1-9 ESV)

“Oh sing to the LORD a new song,

for he has done marvelous things!

His right hand and his holy arm

have worked salvation for him. 

The LORD has made known his salvation;

he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness

to the house of Israel.

All the ends of the earth have seen

the salvation of our God. 

 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,

with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

With trumpets and the sound of the horn

make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;

the world and those who dwell in it! 

Let the rivers clap their hands;

let the hills sing for joy together

before the LORD, for he comes

to judge the earth.

He will judge the world with righteousness,

and the peoples with equity.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When couples get married, the see all kinds of qualities in each other that they find attractive

1. Some qualities are more important than others

a) Pretty face/good looking: People’s appearances change over time

b) “makes me happy”: they won’t always (Will likely infuriate you sometimes)

c) Smart, funny, fun to be with—all can be transient

2. Other qualities will have a much greater effect on a marriage

a) Patience, self-sacrifice, compassion

b) But most of all, faithfulness

B. Faithfulness will almost insure a lasting marriage

1. Because if both spouses are faithful to each other,

2. By definition, neither will ever leave

C. But marriage is a reflection of the love God has for us

1. I love how faithful my wife is to me

2. But God is faithful in ways no human being can or will ever be

3. And God’s faithfulness is the inspiration for this psalm

II. Sing to Yahweh a new song, because He has done wonderful things His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation.

A. When we praise God, we don’t do so out of obligation

1. In Martin Luther’s early days, he struggled and thought he would go to hell

2. Because he was told he must love God

3. But he only saw God as an angry judge

4. So he saw nothing to love

B. But that’s why we praise God

1. For His goodness and love

2. Because He is the angry judge Who took out His anger on Jesus instead of on us

3. When the psalmist says He has worked salvation with His right hand, he left out, “And His left hand, and His feet, and His side”

4. Because God literally worked our salvation by allowing us, His own creation, to pierce his hands through with spikes on the cross

5. All because of His love

III. Yahweh has made known His salvation[.] in the sight of the nations[,/.] He has uncovered His righteousness.

A. God has revealed His salvation to us

B. His name is Jesus Christ

1. Most people at the time didn’t recognize Him

2. In fact, most people today don’t recognize Him

3. Yet Jesus Christ is the method God used to save us from sin, death, and hell

4. Because God is faithful, even to the point of death on a cross,

5. Even though we are unfaithful

IV. He has remembered His mercy and His faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

A. Interesting characteristic of God

1. He remembers His faithfulness forever

2. But He has forgotten our sin

B. Because faithfulness isn’t just “sticking around”

1. Faithfulness means providing for the other

2. It means self-sacrifice

3. Nobody has consistently given more than God has to us

C. And so great is His love that it extends to the ends of the earth

1. When Jesus died, He didn’t do so just for Israel

2. He died to save all the descendents of Adam and Eve

3. Even you and me

V. Shout to Yahweh, all the earth, and sing and praise. Make music to Yahweh with the lyre, with the lyre and the sound of a song.

A. God invented song as part of His love for us

B. And He has given us reason to shout and sing for joy to Him

1. We don’t have to sing to God out of compulsion

2. Instead, He has shown us His love and given us something to sing about

VI. With trumpets and the sound of horn shout in the presence of the King, Yahweh.

A. You can always tell the countries with oppressive governments

1. People are trying to escape and are punished for doing so

2. Whereas free countries allow citizens to emigrate if they so choose,

3. But those countries generally have more wanting to come in than go out

B. And so it is with God’s Kingdom

1. Those Who truly know our King have no desire to leave

2. And while God will not force anyone to stay,

3. God has given us every reason to remain under His care

VII. Let the sea and its fullness thunder, the world and those who dwell in it.

A. God has saved all people

1. Jesus died for you

2. He died for your children

3. He died for your neighbors, friends, family, and coworkers

4. And all those who have heard about His love and believe will receive the benefit of His salvation

B. So since He has saved all people,

1. How can we keep from praising and thanking Him?

2. And yet, we do

3. Look at your life

4. Has your life shown the world how great our God is?

5. I know mine often doesn’t

6. And yet, so great and merciful is our God that He continues to show mercy on us and forgive us even when we forget His love and take marching orders from the devil instead

VIII. Let the rivers clap their hands and the mountains sing together.

A. So great is the work of God that all creation points to Him

1. From the smallest electron to the largest star,

2. The intricacies of all creation show the wonder of our Creator

3. And the Bible tells us even more about Him

4. That not only is He creative, but slow to anger and abounding in immovable love

IX. in the presence of Yahweh because He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.

A. God will judge us all equally

1. This sounds like bad news

2. Because we have all sinned and equally deserve death and hell

B. But God has already judged Jesus in our place

1. And even though Jesus is the only man who ever lived Who deserves a “Not Guilty” judgment for His sinless life,

2. He judged Jesus based on our merits—or lack thereof

3. So on Jesus’ behalf, God judges us “Not guilty” instead

4. Because our sin has been removed from us, nailed to a cross, and destroyed

C. So like a bride waiting for her husband to come home,

1. We await the fulfillment of the love God has promised to us

2. And even though we’ve been unfaithful,

3. God has been faithful to us

4. And He will be faithful forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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