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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: When you were Baptized, God gave you a new life so you can believe in Him and trust Him to forgive your sins because Jesus died for you.

Message: When Jesus comes back, He will give you an even better new life: you’ll never get hurt and never be sad, and you’ll live with Him forever.

Right Side Up

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rev 21:1-5 ESV) “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place* of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people,* and God himself will be with them as their God.* He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In C.S. Lewis’ book, Out of the Silent Planet,

1. A man finds himself on a world that has not yet been corrupted by sin

2. And as he looks into that world’s sky, he sees the earth out in space

3. But from his perspective on that pure world, the earth is upside-down

B. Do you ever wonder how our world would look to an angel or a saint who resides in heaven?

1. They are used to seeing the perfect glory of heaven

2. Whereas everything here, no matter how beautiful, is corrupted by sin

3. It was created by God, so it retains that beauty,

4. Yet the stain of sin has made it unpalatable

5. Like a cool fresh coconut cream pie…with garlic

C. But God, through St. John’s Revelation, gives us a peek the other direction

1. From our upside-down world

2. Into the future, when God turns our world around

II. And I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth departed. and the sea is no more.

A. The sea in Revelation represents separation

1. Our sin has separated us from God as if we were here and God were in Australia, and the only way to get there is by bicycle

2. Revelation calls that “The first death”

a) Because not only does sin cause physical death

b) But even worse, it also causes spiritual death

(1) That is, just as in physical death, the soul is separated from the body,

(2) In spiritual death, the soul is separated from God

B. But on the last day, the first heaven and earth will depart

1. That is, all of God’s creation will be destroyed

2. “Heaven and Earth” refers to the entire universe, just as, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” refers to God creating the universe

3. Instead, it will be replaced with a new world

a) And the hallmark of that new world will be the presence of God with us

III. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

A. Note that “Jerusalem” is symbolically the place where God is with His people, that is, the Christian church

B. So this description not only describes the new creation,

C. But it also describes her inhabitants, the bride of Christ, the church

1. Jesus is the husband

2. And we are His bride, Whom He bought with His own life

3. Marriage is “Until death parts you,”

4. But Jesus says, “He that lives and believes in Me will never die.”

5. So what God has joined together, nothing will separate

D. And on that day, you will be “adorned” for your husband

1. I remember my wedding day, seeing Teresa coming down the aisle,

2. And I remember thinking how blessed I was that such a beautiful woman would be my wife for the rest of our lives.

3. On that last day, you will also be wearing the white gown of Jesus’ perfect righteousness

4. And He will rejoice like a husband on his wedding day

5. Thrilled to see you in the gown He Himself bought for you

6. And thrilled to spend all eternity with you

E. It’s easy to concern ourselves with the place

1. What will heaven be like?

2. What will it look like, and what will we look like?

F. But really, what’s more important to you now, your house or the people who live there?

1. While the environment of the new creation will be greater than anything you’ve ever known,

2. The greatest part will be the company you’ll keep

3. Because the place will be filled with the nicest, most friendly and pleasant people you’ve ever met,

4. The best friends you could ever have

5. And friendships that will never die

6. Because Jesus Christ, God Himself, will be part of that circle of friends

7. More than that, He will love you deeper than a husband’s love for his wife

IV. And I heard a great voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with the people, and He will tent with them, and they will be His people, and God will be with them.

A. Jesus came to earth to be Immanuel—God with us

1. And at His coming, we came to know what God is like

2. Jesus says, “If you know Me, you know the Father,”

3. Because the two are the same God

B. But God also comes to us through the Means of Grace, His Word and the sacraments

1. When you hear God’s Word spoken to you in a sermon, in Bible Class, or personal Bible study,

2. God comes to be with you

3. By your Baptism, God is with you always

4. And by taking His Body and Blood into your mouth,

5. He is closer to you than anyone can possibly be

V. And He will wipe away every tear out of their eyes, and death will not exist any longer, nor sorrow, nor crying, nor pain; the first things have departed.

A. Our world is so upside-down that it considers death our friend

1. Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide are “dignified”

2. Abortion is done at a “clinic” (a place normally associated with healing and preventing death)

3. Macro-evolutionists tell us that death has allowed us to evolve out of the mire

a) Yet I look around at people murdering each other

b) I look at immorality being celebrated

c) And I can tell you—we’re still in the mire, and over our heads in it

d) Macro-evolutionists tell us that, according to their theories, we will keep getting weaker as we depend more on technology

e) There’s progress for you!

B. But common sense knows Death is our enemy

1. Were death not the enemy, those same scientists wouldn’t have a problem with genocide

2. Were death not the enemy, those same people wouldn’t be trying to save endangered species that are “unfit” to survive

C. But death is an enemy that’s already been defeated

1. When Jesus allowed Himself to succumb to death, He destroyed the power of death

2. And on the last day, Jesus will carry out the sentencing on death

3. And death itself will receive the death sentence and be gone forever

VI. And He Who is sitting on the throne said, "NEW I make all things," and He said, "Write this, for these words are faithful and true."

A. On the last day, Jesus will make all things new

1. He will destroy His creation and remake it

2. And like His original creation before the fall into sin,

3. That new world will be rightside-up

4. The world that He bought for us by turning death upside-down

5. He has made us right and given us the promise of life by a tomb—an empty tomb

B. He is with you now

1. But on that day, you will be with Him

2. To live forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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