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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does “grace” mean? Undeserved love.

Message: How does God show grace? † Did we deserve to have Jesus die for us? No, otherwise He wouldn’t have needed to, but that’s how much He loves us—even though we’re sinners, He died for us.

Don’t Keep Christ in Christmas

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 1:1-7 ESV) “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This time of year, we hear this message a lot: “Keep Christ in Christmas”

B. I’ll tell you today that this should not be our message this time of year

1. While we certainly want to keep our focus on Jesus and what He’s done for us,

2. And not just during the month of December, but all year long,

3. If we make a command the focus of our message to the world,

4. It’s no wonder they don’t “Keep Christ in Christmas”!

C. Instead, I propose that we take the approach of St Paul in his letter to the Romans

1. After all, he was inspired by the Holy Spirit

2. The same Holy Spirit Who is the only source of saving faith

3. And only through faith can we attempt to keep Christ in Christmas or even know what that means

II. Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle set apart for the purpose of the Gospel of God.

A. While we’re not apostles, we, too, have been set apart by God for the Gospel

B. And He has made us His slaves

1. Now, in America, we have a very negative image of the word “Slave”

2. But being Jesus’ slave means He owns you

3. In the Old Testament, slaves were allowed to remain with their masters for life if they so desired, even after being set free

4. So they would get their ear pierced to mark them as a permanent slave

5. God didn’t pierce your ear—He marked you with Holy Baptism

6. And because He marked you as His own, He can never send you away and will keep you with Him forever

C. So as His slaves, because He has loved us, we serve Him

1. You can’t tell people without faith to honor Christ

2. Unless He’s their Savior, He’s just another guy, and a crazy one at that

3. But through faith, we know Jesus is more than “just a guy”—He’s God Himself

III. Which He definitely promised before through His prophets in Holy Scriptures

A. The message that the angels proclaimed to the shepherds wasn’t a new message

B. The only new part was that God had fulfilled His promise

1. We sometimes think of the Old Testament as being not as important as the New

2. But the New Testament would be almost meaningless without the Old to explain Who Jesus is and why He came

C. But the promise and its details were revealed throughout the entire Old Testament

1. God promised to send His Son to suffer for our sin in response to Adam and Eve’s sin

2. He promised Him again through Abraham—several times

3. He promised Him again through Moses and the Passover

4. He promised Him again through the Levitical sacrificial system that pointed to His sacrifice

5. And the promises keep on coming with more and more details

a) Not only the purpose of His coming

b) But that He’d be born of a virgin in Bethlehem

c) That He’d be born in Bethlehem but called a Nazarene

d) That His name would be “Y’shua,” the Hebrew name that we translate to “Jesus”

e) That they would pierce His hands and feet, but no bone would be broken

f) That He would die and rise again on the third day

g) And those are just some of the highlights

IV. about His Son, the [one] coming out of the seed of David according to flesh,

A. This is the message of Christmas

1. Not, “Keep Christ in Christmas,”

2. But “God has come into the flesh”

B. In the Good Friday hymn, we sing of “David’s Son yet David’s Lord”

1. We might chafe at God’s leash, not wanting to go the way He sends us

2. But Jesus, through Whom all things were created, became the descendent of His own creation

3. And while He never sinned, He inherited the effects of sin—pain and suffering

4. So imagine becoming a broken Lego in order to save your broken Legos so they could be fixed and so you can keep your Legos forever

5. He even chose to remain one of us for eternity

6. While we’d think that a pretty big commitment

V. who had been appointed the Son of God by the power from the Holy Spirit by means of resurrection from death is Jesus Christ our Lord [Yahweh],

A. Everything God does, He does for our benefit

B. And He defines Himself by what He does for us

1. Jesus is God’s Son

2. Here, He defines that as meaning that the Son is the Redeemer and Savior

3. So from eternity, the Son has been the Savior, even before He created us

4. Love and salvation are essential qualities of His nature

5. So by His death and resurrection for us, He did the task of the Son of God

6. To keep us as His forever

VI. through Whom we receive grace and a call into obedience of faith in all the nations [/gentiles] under His name.

A. Once we know Christ through faith,

1. Our natural response will be to keep Him in our Christmas celebrations

2. Not because a road sign tells us to

3. But simply because it’s too great a message to keep to ourselves

B. But keeping Christ in Christmas is more than lobbying for a nativity scene on the courthouse lawn

1. It’s sharing that good news yourself

2. It’s serving others, because your life speaks louder than any plastic statue ever could

3. It’s showing people how much Christ loves them by representing Christ to them

VII. You are in these and you [are] called Jesus Christ's.

A. And even though we’d rather complain about “Happy Holidays” than actually stop and help someone,

B. God sent His Son anyway

1. And because of His sacrifice on the cross for us

2. He has claimed us as His own, bought with His blood

3. And free to live with Him forever

4. Because who would ever want to be free to leave Him? (Only those still enslaved by sin.)

VIII. To all who are in Rome, the loved of God [who are] called holy, grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.

A. And because you are set free from sin,

B. God has called you holy and given you grace and peace beyond anything the world could dream of offering

C. And by His grace, He will Keep Christ in you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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