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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Love enemies

Message: Who needs forgiveness more, someone nice or mean? Who needs Jesus more? Who’s easier to tell about Jesus? When we don’t tell, we’re being mean. We need Jesus, too, don’t we? Good thing † & forgave us.

The Talking Stain

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 12:9-21 ESV) “Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit,* serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly.* Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it* to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Recently saw laundry detergent commercial

1. Man @ Job interview

2. Explaining long list/qualifications

3. stain on shirt talking, drowning out man

4. Employer distracted by stain & couldn’t hear man talking

5. Impressive, but 1 stain kept from job

B. Same applies 2 Xn life

1. Can be upstanding citizen/community

2. Only be accused & reputation gone

a) Even if not guilty

b) Most assume guilt

c) Take little stock in “alleged”

3. Difficult or impossible 2 get back

C. Same applies to a church

1. Easy 2 get distracted by world

2. 2 busy doing fundraisers 2 do ministry & evangelism

3. Mission work becomes unimportant

4. Become known for taking instead/giving freely

II. Easy to compare

A. “I’m as good as next guy.”

1. I act like Xn.

2. Loan tools 2 neighbors, etc.

3. So does world: diplomatic

B. Need to go beyond

1. Atheist can loan tools

2. U have something special

3. U: promise/salvation

4. Keeping 2 self: selfish

5. Love neighbor as self

6. Glad someone taught U/†?

7. Wouldn’t U want others 2 know?

C. Not just friends

1. Enemies

Stephen Olford, {The Grace of Giving}:.In the days of the American Revolutionary War there lived at Ephrata, Pennsylvania, a Baptist pastor by the name of Peter Miller who enjoyed the friendship of General Washington. There also dwelt in that town one Michael Wittman, an evil-minded man who did all in his power to abuse and oppose this pastor. One day Michael Wittman was involved in treason and was arrested and sentenced to death. The old preacher started out on foot and walked the whole seventy miles to Philadelphia to plead for this man's life. He was admitted into Washington's presence and at once begged for the life of the traitor. Washington said, "No, Peter, I cannot grant you the life of your friend." The preacher exclaimed, "My friend, he is the bitterest enemy I have." Washington cried, "What? You've walked seventy miles to save the life of an enemy? That puts the matter in a different light. I will grant the pardon." And he did. And Peter Miller took Michael Wittman from the very shadow of death back to his own home in Ephrata -- no longer as an enemy, but as a friend.

2. Sounds like tall order

3. Nothing compared 2 †

4. Whatever hardship U endure 4 someone

5. Even though enemy now

6. Friend in heaven

III. How do good?

A. Look 4 needs

1. Step outside/comfort zone

2. Find needs/friend & enemy

3. Fulfill needs

B. Remember spiritual need

1. All R sinners

2. Hell = reality

3. Jesus only way out

4. Like parable/Good Samaritan

5. See someone spiritually dying

6. Avoid

IV. Who benefits?

A. Not 4 God

1. Lacks nothing

2. Creator/Heaven & earth

3. all things His

4. Needs nothing from us

B. Not 4 us

1. Don’t need good works

2. † already gave all need

3. Even though lose all, have X

4. People can tell how important X is to you

5. Or make assumptions

6. Like atheist college roommate: “If † true, why not a big deal?”

7. Stain very loud

V. Jesus knew all about stain

A. Not only showed how/treat neighbors: †

B. Showed how loves us

1. Took our stain on Himself

2. Washed away w/ own blood

3. Made us clean

4. When stand b4 God

a) God doesn’t hear stain

b) Only hears Jesus & His love 4 us

c) Because Jesus went extra mile

d) God declares not guilty & eternal life iJn. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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