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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Justification

Message: If I came in wearing a doctor’s surgery clothes, would that be right? Or Superman’s cape? Or a soldier’s uniform? Different clothes for different places. What do we need to wear in heaven? Jesus! He has given us His perfection by †.

Are you an officer in the Lord’s Army?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 13:11-14 ESV) “Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A bunch of recruits were having a written examination, and when one of them was asked why he wasn't working, he replied, "Sir, I have neither paper nor pencil." "Well!" exclaimed the instructor, "what would you think of a soldier who went into battle with neither rifle nor ammunition?" The recruit thought for a moment, and then answered, "I'd think he was an officer, sir."

A. Today’s text points out that all too may of us think we’re “officers” in the church

1. Not only do we stay away from the front lines,

2. But we don’t put God’s weapons to work

B. The reality, though, is that you’re in the battle whether you have your weapons or not

1. We fight an enemy worse than any terrorist organization

2. And the battle has been going on longer than Israel vs. Palestine

3. The devil is our sworn enemy

4. And he’s going to attack you whether you want to be in the battle or not

5. But the devil doesn’t generally attack with car bombs or other obvious attacks

6. Because the devil is not so interested in killing your body

7. He wants to kill your soul

a) And his weapons are subtle temptations

(1) “You already know the Bible—you don’t need to go to Bible Class.”

(2) “You’re confirmed! Graduated! Your done!”

(3) “Don’t you have something more important to do?”

b) Because the devil knows that the only weapon that can defeat him is the Word of God

(1) Well, he can’t get rid of God’s Word

(2) The Word of God stands forever

(3) But if he can keep you from learning about the great features of this powerful weapon,

(4) Then he can attack you all he wants, and you’re powerless

8. And he wants to kill your friends’ and families’ souls, too

a) “You can’t tell other people about Jesus! What will they think of you?!”

b) “That’s the pastor’s job or the evangelism board’s job!”

c) And every time you pass up an opportunity to invite a friend to church, the devil smiles and awards you a commendation for helping his cause

II. And do this, knowing the time, that it is already the hour for you to arise from sleep now, for now salvation is nearer to us than when we believed.

A. We know Jesus is coming soon

1. He came once as a servant

a) He was born in a lowly stable

b) And He was executed as a criminal to pay for the sins of the world and defeat the devil

c) And then He rose again to conquer death

2. But when He comes again, it won’t be as a servant

a) He will come as the reigning King, with majesty and glory

b) And on that day, the dead will rise

c) And we will be changed to be free from sin and death forever

B. But we don’t know His definition of the word, “Soon”

1. It’s sooner than when He told us

2. And it’s sooner than the first time you heard He was coming

3. But it’s like having a blindfold on and walking toward a wall

4. You know it’s there, but you won’t know exactly when you’ll get to it until you get there

5. Even so, you need to keep in mind that it’s there so you don’t get hurt

III. The night is lengthened, and the day is near; let us therefore put away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light.

A. God has made you His child through Baptism

B. So while you live in this world for a little while, maybe a hundred years,

C. You will live in His new creation for all eternity

1. Yet we get so obsessed with the things of this world,

2. It’s like remodeling your hotel room and referring to your room number as your hometown while you’re staying there for the weekend 

D. So if we’re only temporary residents of this world and permanent citizens of God’s new creation,

1. Why would we want to make the things of this world our primary pursuit?

2. And why would we want to side with the things of this world when they run contrary to our true home and our heavenly Father?

IV. Let’s walk decently as in the day, not in rioting and drunkenness, not in promiscuity and lust, not in arguing and rivalry.

A. These embarrassing thins are done at night because they can be hidden under the cover of darkness

1. We all do things we’re ashamed of,

2. Things we’d like to keep others in the dark about

3. But sometimes, it’s like saying, “Don’t think about green monkeys.” The more you try not to, the more you do it.

4. And so it is with sinners trying to avoid sin

B. We know where our true home is

1. And yet, every day, we turn our backs on that home for the relative slum we have here

2. And we pursue immediate gratification instead of lasting joy

a) Spouses cheat on their spouses for that quick physical fix instead of the joy of a good marriage

b) Or they cheat with their eyes instead of their bodies—it’s still unfaithfulness

c) Or more often, couples don’t wait until they’re married

d) And that’s just one of the Ten Commandments

e) We break all ten every day and dishonor God by doing so

V. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ and make no provision for the flesh or its lusts.

A. When the world sees you and your actions, they should see Christ

B. But since that doesn’t often happen,

C. You can rest assured that when God sees you, He does see Christ

1. Because in your Baptism, you put on Christ like a robe

2. And when God looks at that robe of righteousness, He doesn’t see your failure and rebellion

3. He sees His Son, Whom He loves

4. He sees not an officer, but a king

5. And because of Jesus’ righteousness given to you, He has promised to place you at His right hand—along with Jesus—to rule with Him for eternity in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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