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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does God owe you? Have you given God anything that He needs to pay you back?

Message: God has given us everything just because He loves us, not because He owes us. We owe Him everything, yet HE gave us His Son, Jesus, to pay what we owe on the cross, and because of Him, we get to live forever.

The right answer

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 4:1-5,13-17 ESV) “What then shall we say was gained by* Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In Christianity Today, Tim Stafford writes the following:

A pastor I know, Stephey Bilynskyj, starts each confirmation class with a jar full of beans. He asks his students to guess how many beans are in the jar, and on a big pad of paper writes down their estimates. Then, next to those estimates, he helps them make another list: Their favorite songs. When the lists are complete, he reveals the actual number of beans in the jar. The whole class looks over their guesses, to see which estimate was closest to being right. Bilynskyj then turns to the list of favorite songs. "And which one of these is closest to being right?" he asks. The students protest that there is no "right answer"; a person's favorite song is purely a matter of taste. Bilynskyj, who holds a Ph.D. in philosophy from Notre Dame asks, "When you determine what to believe in terms of your faith, is that more like guessing the number of beans, or more like choosing your favorite song?" Always, Bilynskyj says, from old as well as young, he gets the same answer: Choosing one's faith is more like choosing a favorite song. When Bilynskyj told me this, it took my breath away. "After they say that, do you confirm them?" I asked him. "Well," smiled Bilynskyj, "First I try to argue them out of it."

B. There’s a big difference between personal preference and faith, but we often treat the two the same

1. This week, a group of Jewish Rabbis are meeting to discuss the future of their relationship with the Roman Catholic Church

a) It seems the Pope plans to use an old prayer in his Good Friday service that prays that all Jews come to know Jesus as the Savior

b) And they’re offended by the suggestion that they might be wrong

c) But while two people may disagree about what reality is,

d) We should always pray that those in darkness be shown the light, that the truth prevail

e) Because a lie, no matter how firmly you believe it, is no more true for your believing it

(1) If you believe this pulpit is blaze orange, that doesn’t mean it is

(2) You can have an opinion about how things should be, but not about how things are

II. In Abraham’s case, he was given a promise

A. Even though all evidence was to the contrary,

B. He was going to have a son

C. And through one of that son’s descendents, the entire world would be blessed

1. Abraham couldn’t even have imagined what this really meant

2. It was tough enough to imagine that he would have a son when he was 100 years old

3. But imagine someone saying, “One of your descendents will be God Himself.”

4. I don’t think I’d sleep for the rest of my life, wondering what that could mean

D. And yet, Abraham believed God

1. Why?

a) If I heard a voice tell me something like that, I’d start looking around for the hidden speakers

b) Or else I’d go see about getting a fitted for jacket with very long sleeves
2. But Abraham believed because God gave him faith

a) You see, faith isn’t something we somehow conjure up in our hearts

(1) One of Martin Luther’s opponents once said, “All you have to do is believe? That’s too easy!”

(2) Luther replied: “Who ever said faith is easy?”

b) Imagine if we had to produce faith on our own

(1) OK, that baby in the manger—that’s the God of the universe

(2) And He was born of a virgin

(3) And He came so that His own creation would torture and kill Him

(4) And then, once He was dead for a couple days, He raised Himself from the grave!

c) Let’s face it

(1) The Latter-Day Saints believe that God comes from another planet and used to be a man on that planet

(2) The Scientologists believe that we’re all infected with microscopic stuff brought to earth on a spaceship by an intergalactic warlord

(3) And you might think, “How can they believe this? They must be really stupid!”

d) But is God becoming man and dying and rising again any more believable?

(1) Now, sure, most of the events in the Bible can be verified by archaeology

(2) And there are more witnesses to Jesus’ death and resurrection than any other event from ancient history

(3) And the detailed prophecies of the Old Testament make predictions with 100% accuracy that make other prophecies of other religions look like fortune cookie inserts

e) But plenty of people have looked at that stuff and said, “I don’t believe it.”

f) And the fact that you do believe it is only by the grace of God

(1) Because by hearing about God’s promise to Abraham and its fulfillment in the Son of Mary,

(2) The Holy Spirit gave you faith

(3) And you are saved through that faith

(a) You are not saved by faith

(b) Rather, faith is the means by which God applies the sacrifice of Christ to you

(c) Faith is the knife that spreads the peanut butter of forgiveness and eternal life onto you

E. And this is how we know that faith is a gift from God, not a human work

1. Not only does God tell us that faith is a gift of God. Not of man, in Ephesians 2,

2. And not only does He tell us that believing in His name is not by the will of man in John 1,

3. But if faith were something we do by our own ability, then we’d be saved by our own works

a) But even Jesus says that it’s impossible for man

b) But with God, all things are possible

c) Even giving faith to skeptical sinners

F. But faith without a target isn’t faith

1. Abraham didn’t just believe in the promise

2. He believed in the God Who made the promise

G. It all goes back to God

1. God made the promise

2. God gave Abraham faith in the promise

3. And God kept the promise when Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary

III. God is the ultimate Magician

A. When a magician pulls a rabbit out of a hat, you know it was in there, even though you couldn’t see it

B. But when God pulls goodness out of you, it wasn’t there to begin with

C. We’re all sinners before we’re even born

D. But God can find faith in you when you had made yourself His enemy

1. It’s not that He discovers it was there all along,

2. But rather that He puts it there with His Word and Sacraments and then sees it in us

E. He can find good in situations that are completely bad

F. And He can find worthiness to receive eternal life in you

1. But again, that worthiness is not something from you

a) He has the worthiness

b) And by Jesus’ payment for your sin, He plants that worthiness in you

(1) So on the last day when your time here is done,

(2) God will look at you

(3) He will see His perfect Son, Jesus, in you

(4) And because Jesus already traded places with you, He will say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

(5) And even though you may feel like looking over your shoulder to see whom He’s talking to,

(6) He will be looking straight at you

(7) And He won’t see your sin

(8) He will only see Jesus, and He loves you just as He loves His own Son

(9) And for His sake, He gives you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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