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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Justification

Message: Object: "Simon Says" After some normal stuff, “Simon says, ‘touch the ceiling!’” We're all "out" by God's standards, but Jesus brings us back in.

Put Down the Shovel

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 7:15-25 ESV) “I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Man digs hole in yard 4 in-ground pool

1. realizes deep enough: can’t get out

2. Digs deeper

3. Tries again

4. keeps digging…

B. Sound ridiculous?

C. Man tells a lie

1. 1 leads 2 another

2. soon barely keep track

3. tries “better” lie to cover rest

4. keeps digging

D. Man misses church

1. few weeks in row

2. becomes habit

3. eventually afraid 2 go back: disapproval

II. Easy 2 dig selves into hole

A. Take moment: your bad habits?

1. Temper?

2. Addiction?

3. Prone to gossip

B. Lack/good habit

1. Group/personal Bible Study

2. Don’t spend enough time w/ family

3. Say no/requests 4 help

a) Marketing trick

b) People naturally say “no”

c) “You’re not to busy for an appointment, are you?”

III. So when find self in hole, put down shovel

A. Whatever doing: stop doing

B. Problem: sinners

1. “Stop sin” like telling daughters “stop growing”

2. bodies run contrary

3. “Have faith!”

a) Ever notice Bible never tells us believe more?

b) “Why so little faith?”

c) “Stop doubting & believe” based on evidence

d) “Blessed are those who believe”

e) Never command 2 more faith

(1) God knows we can’t

(2) All our will contrary 2 God

(3) Rebellion

C. Putting down shovel impossible

IV. God did miraculous w/ our holes

A. J never dug divot/sin

B. Never put shovel to ground

C. God took our holes

D. Combined: so deep: hell

E. Pulled every 1/us out

F. Threw J in instead

G. J suffered hell on cross

H. But when arrived in hell: victory

I. Raised self out

1. We can’t get selves out

2. Jesus can

3. Him and us

4. Raised self from death & hell

5. Same 4 us

6. & even though keep picking up shovel

7. On last day will take away shovel of sin

8. Exchange 4 crown of eternal life iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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