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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: New Creation

Message: Would you like dirty rag for birthday? God want dirty sin in His heaven? †more than cleaned us: made us new—God wants us more than anything.

Natural Born Enemies

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 8:1-11 ESV) “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.* For the law of the Spirit of life has set you* free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin,* he condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Scorpion wanted passage over river

1. Asked turtle

2. “You’ll sting me.” “If I do, We’ll drown.”

3. OK.

4. Halfway across, STING!

5. “Where’s the logic?” “Not logic: nature.”

B. We’re like that scorpion

1. Ever do anything sinful for no good reason?

2. In our house, saying: “Mom & Dad always find out.”

3. No point lying

4. Rare, still happen

5. “Did you think we wouldn’t find out?”

6. “No”

7. “Why did you lie?”

8. “Don’t know.”

9. That I believe.

II. Reality: sin clouds judgment

A. Not like fog

1. More like storm clouds

2. Inherently destructive

B. Enemies of God & each other from conception

1. Ultrasound: twins fight in womb

2. Nothing changes after birth

3. Cain & Abel extreme examples of what every parent w/ 2+ kids sees regularly

4. Or argue w/ parents

a) Kids: argue w/ parents?

b) Why parents say “No” or make you do things?

c) For own good

5. Parents no better

a) Married: argue w/ spouse more than anyone

b) 1 person you love more than anyone

c) Person you most often hurt

d) What sin does

C. Sometimes think justified in sin

1. You probably have this in your family or friends

2. Someone hurts someone

a) Said?

b) Didn’t show up?

c) Something else?

3. Becomes a lifelong grudge

a) Causes problems in family for years

b) Could be solved w/ apology

c) “God forgives you—how can I not?”

D. Sometimes seems like good idea

1. ~50% of couples cohabit b4 marriage

2. “Find out if we’re compatible”

3. Studies: doubles chances of divorce

4. If you’re wondering about compatibility, heading wrong direction already

5. Marriage not about compatibility—mutual commitment

6. Sinful flesh says, “Make me happy”

III. In spite of rebellion, God doesn’t condemn

A. In Gospel lesson, Martha & Mary rebuke Jesus

1. get more rebellious?

2. Could’ve said, “Fine, I won’t raise Lazarus”

3. They tried stop Him: “Stink”

4. Brought life anyway

B. Doesn’t excuse sin, either

1. Still hates sin

2. Punishes w/ hell: no love

3. Instead of us

a) We don’t “fit in” w/ God

b) Me in heaven like small child w/ crystal vase: sure to ruin it

C. Makes us a new creation

1. Already in Baptism: free from condemnation

2. Buried w/ Him

3. Covered in Jesus’ righteousness

4. Jesus swapped deeds w/ you on †

5. Spirit gives faith to turn us to God

6. Fulfillment @ Resurrection

a) Remove sinful flesh

b) New creation free from sin

c) See sin for what it is & know to avoid it

d) No sin=no suffering

(1) No health probs

(2) No broken relationships

(3) No fear

(4) No rebellion

D. On last day & forever

1. “Our nature”: Love, like God’s

2. No more rebellion

3. See sin for what it is

4. Hate sin as much as God does

5. Thus be free from it 4ever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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