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The Love of God (New Year’s Eve)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Text: “ What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.* Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,


 “For your sake we are being killed all the day long;


we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:31-39 ESV)

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. As you look back at the past year, I’m sure you can see good and bad

1. While I hope you’ve had many moments of happiness,

2. Since you’re still in this world, I’m sure you’ve had your days or even months of sadness

3. And you may even have troubles that are bothering you right now

B. But as we enter a new year, I can assure you that the future looks very bright

1. Not to say that you won’t have trouble

2. But God is in 2007

3. He’s there waiting for you

4. And He’ll be there to bear your burdens and carry you through

II. Therefore, what will we say to that? If God is for us, who [is] against us?

A. But maybe the question we should first clarify is this: “Is God for us?”

1. We certainly don’t deserve to have God on our side

a) We know that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God

b) We know we deserve nothing but His wrath for all our daily rebellion against His Law

2. And yet, we know He is for us

a) And the proof is in the cross

b) Because God loved the world, including you and me, in such a way that He gave His only-begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him will have eternal life

B. If God were not for us, He wouldn’t have gone to such great lengths to keep us with Him forever

C. So since God is for us, who could possibly stand against us?

1. Our three big enemies are sin, death, and the devil

2. But by Jesus’ death on the cross,

a) He paid for our sin,

b) Rose from the dead to destroy the power of death,

c) And by removing our sin, He took away the only hold the devil had on us

D. So clearly, God can handle our enemies

1. He already did on the cross

2. And He has promised to one day destroy all 3 in one day, just as He defeated them all in one weekend

III. Who His own Son did not spare but for us all delivered Him, by no means also with Him all of us are forgiven?

A. God made the ultimate big sacrifice for us

1. Jesus said, “Greater love has no man than this: that He give up His life for His friends.”

2. And then He gave up His life for His enemies

B. But if Jesus was willing to make the ultimate sacrifice for us while we were still sinners,

1. How much more will He be willing to do for us now that our sin has been removed from us?

2. And how many of our little problems will He be willing to handle?

a) He paid the ultimate price to take care of our biggest problem

b) Taking care of our other problems costs Him nothing

c) And while you might think of some of your problems as not-so-little,

d) Jesus took care of eternal hell

e) No matter how serious your problem, use eternal hell for perspective

f) Jesus can handle it

IV. Who will accuse against the elect of God? God making him righteous. Who is the [one] condemning? Christ Jesus the [one who] died, but moreso was raised, who also was in the hand of God, who also [continually] makes intercession for us.

A. In the Book of Job, Satan made all kinds of accusations against Job

1. You see, that’s Satan’s game

2. He points out our sin and says, “God, this guy doesn’t deserve heaven. You can’t let a sinner in to pollute heaven.”

3. He’s the prosecuting attorney

B. But Jesus is our defense attorney

1. And His defense for us is this:

2. “What sin?”

3. “The only sin I see is what I personally already paid for, and you can’t punish sin that’s already been punished.”

C. So when Jesus ascended into heaven, the devil was kicked out once and for all

1. In essence, Jesus told the devil, “This heaven ain’t big enough for the two of us.”

2. “Michael the Archangel, get him out of here.”

D. And ever since then, Jesus has been standing before God the Father on our behalf, holding His righteousness up as our defense.

V. What will separate us from the love of Christ? Neither stress nor anguish nor persecution nor famine nor nakedness nor danger nor sword. Even as it is written that “For your sake we are killed completely daily, reckoned as sheep for slaughter.”

A. There’s no question that our enemies are still fighting

B. The big enemies that are trying to destroy us are the devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh

1. Since the devil has been defeated, he wants to take as many of us down with him as possible, just to spite God

a) So he’ll pull as many nasty tricks as he possibly can

b) Lying to us, tricking us with half-truths to make us doubt and reject Jesus

c) But know this: even the devil believe in Jesus—and is terrified of Him

2. And then there’s the world

a) A world that says that sharing your beliefs is “insensitive and intolerant,” especially the part about Jesus being the only way to heaven

b) A world that will persecute some by violence, but for us, more often by trying to embarrass us and make us ashamed of our faith

3. And even if you could avoid those two, you have your own sinful flesh to contend with

a) Because even though God has made you a new creation by your Baptism,

b) You still sin

c) And that sinful inclination will stick to you like oil paint on fabric until you’re no longer in this world

C. But there is nothing in this world that can separate us from the love of Christ, not even our own sin

D. And certainly not our daily problems

VI. But in all these we are more than conquerors through the [one] loving us.

A. You see, no matter how bad life gets,

B. No matter what kind of persecution or troubles those enemies attack us with,

C. All of those things are already defeated by Christ

1. He has given us eternal life

2. What could we possibly have to fear?

3. No matter what troubles we endure and struggle with,

4. That trouble will end—guaranteed

5. Because at the resurrection, He will wipe away every tear and eliminate every problem

VII. For I am convinced that neither death nor life nor angels nor rulers nor the present nor the future nor powers nor heights nor depths nor anything else created can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

A. There is nothing in this world, heaven, or hell that can separate us from God’s love.

B. God’s love is stronger than anything in all creation

1. And that is the love He gave to us

2. That is the love He continues to give to us

3. And that is the love He will give to us as we spend eternity with Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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