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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Theology/Cross

Message: Who likes getting hurt? When get hurt, get better? Jesus hurt on † for us–didn’t like, but wanted to rescue us from sin, death, hell. Because He did, someday all pain gone, never hurt again.

God Would What We Wouldn’t

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Rom 5:1-11 ESV) “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Text offers great summary of Gospel

B. But really wise?

1. Imagine: random vagrant comes into town

2. Shoots & kills 10 people, incl ur best friend (spouse, even)

3. Police catch him

4. Open & shut case: death penalty

C. How would U feel about killer?

1. Willing 2 visit in prison & provide comfort?

2. Go tell about J & pray 4?

3. If lynch mob came, stand in way, risking own safety?

II. Why should J do 4 us what we wouldn’t for another

A. Woody Hayes, Ohio State  football coach

1. "You can never pay back; but you can always pay forward."

2. Concept made into novel & movie in 2000

3. Instead/paying people back 4 good done 2u, pay forward

4. IOW, help someone else

B. Some think this why Jesus did 4 us

1. We love because God 1st loved us

2. Not main reason 4 cross

3. Natural effect of †

4. God had already done plenty 4 us by creating & sustaining us

III. More/that

A. Didn’t just visit us

1. Died in our place

2. Previous example/killer

3. Sentenced 2B executed

4. Switch places & die in place/killer

5. Not just that

6. When sitting in execution chamber, killer walks in & spits in ur face

7. “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

8. As hung on †, prayed 4 killers

9. Didn’t deserve 2b up there

10. Everyone else in whole story deserved 2b

11. Not Jesus

12. Yet J went willingly

a) Suffer whips as Peter denied knowing Him

b) Hang dying as friends stood @ distance, afraid 2 get 2 close

c) Endure ridicule even by criminal hanging beside Him

d) Mocked by priests who claimed 2 worship Him, only true God

e) Endured wrath/God while U rebelling vs. Him & continue 2 do so

IV. Reality: many things we wouldn’t do 4 each other

A. Exactly why J came 2 die 4 us

B. If treated others like should, † wouldn’t be necessary

C. Thank God J did come

D. Thank God J took pain & wrath on Himself

E. Thank God by His wounds, we R healed & have eternal life iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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