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More Than We Ask For (Thanksgiving 2008)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 17:11-19 ESV) “On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” When he saw them he said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?” And he said to him, “Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When in HS, talking 2 friend’s mom

1. Told me she had good marriage

2. Didn’t believe such thing as great marriage

3. But satisfied nonetheless

B. Prayed God give me great marriage

1. Did that beyond expectations

2. Never imagined possible

3. Blessed w/ great family, both home & extended

4. Never cease 2 amaze

II. Gave Lepers more/asked 4

A. Asked 4 mercy (wanted healing)

B. Really in bind

1. Isolated/family

2. Horrible disease: slow death

3. Couldn’t go to temple 4 4giveness

C. Had no idea Temple came 2 them

1. Healed, but more

2. Saved lives

3. Restored 2 family

more important: restored 2 God

4. That’s why came

III. Gave us more/asked 4

A. Different expectations

1. Freedom/Rome

2. Physical healing

3. Fill tummies

4. Cast out demons

B. Did so much more by †

1. Freedom/hell

2. Healed body & soul & ∞ life

3. Access 2 God’s ∞ banquet in Kingdom/glory

Defeated devil 4ever

IV. Gives b4 know need

A. Lepers knew need

B. J knew greater need 4 all

C. B4 creation, agreed 2 †

1. Give paradise

2. So great, can’t comprehend

3. Not just great—∞

4. Given 2U iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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