Thoughts Concerning the Promise

The content of much of the news over the past week has been the life and death of Yasir Arahfat.  Fluttering on the winds of change are prospects for either, continued violence or renewed opportunity for peace.  The daily conversation and national dialogue often has to do with this region half way around the world.  A dusty, rocky clime we, most often derogatorily, label the Middle East.  A desire for peace in the Middle East is what I gathered from politics, in my youth.  From Carter to G. Bush the Second, the Middle East has been a place of unfulfilled promise.

Perhaps we are searching in the wrong place for the wrong peace.  The Prophet Jeremiah speaks of a great and lasting peace in his proclamation to the world.  “Behold I will bring health and healing; I will heal them and reveal to them the abundance of peace and truth. There are many on the American Protestant scene who like us to believe that this peace and health speaks of the restoration of the geo-political entity known as Israel – then, of course, the Temple will be rebuilt and their misplaced hope in pre, post or dispensational millennialism will be realized.  How sad that so many hang their hope on a dream.  What an opportunity to share with evangelical zeal the true peace.

The truth of the peace and restoration promised to the chosen of God comes in these words written in Jeremiah 33.  “In those days and at that time I will cause to grow up to David a Branch of Righteousness; He shall execute judgment and righteousness on earth.  IN those days Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell in safety.  And this is the Name by which she will be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Jesus Christ, the true and only Son of God has made it plain, that those who trust Him for salvation are the true Israel.  They, we are the elect of the Father.  We are the citizens of the Heavenly country, the inhabitants of the spiritual Jerusalem.  The Holy Church in which we rest in divine safety is solely because the Lord our God has acted on our behalf.  And truly the only promise given is that Promise of Life in Christ Jesus.

Chapter 33 of Jeremiah is replete with the reassuring and comforting promises that the LORD God will deliver and rescue His elect.  Peace may or may not come to the Middle East now that Yasir Arahfat has died.  But we can know and do rightly proclaim that peace of heart and soul come by way of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  As we dwell in His peace and joy, we pray fro His coming again.  Come Lord, Jesus.  Amen. 
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