
The Athanasian Creed
Pastor: Whoever will be saved shall, above all else, hold the catholic1

faith.
Congregation: Which faith, except everyone keeps whole and
undefiled, without doubt he will perish eternally.
P: And the catholic faith is this,
MEN: THAT WE WORSHIP ONE GOD IN THREE PERSONS AND THREE
PERSONS IN ONE GOD,
Women: neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.
P: For there is one person of the Father, another of the Son, and
another of the Holy Spirit.
C: But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit is all one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal.
P: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit.
M: THE FATHER UNCREATED, THE SON UNCREATED, AND THE HOLY
SPIRIT UNCREATED.
W: The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible, and the
Holy Spirit incomprehensible.
M: THE FATHER ETERNAL, THE SON ETERNAL, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
ETERNAL.
W: And yet there are not three eternals but one eternal.
P: As there are not three uncreated nor three incomprehensibles but
one uncreated and one incomprehensible.
M: SO LIKEWISE THE FATHER IS ALMIGHTY, THE SON ALMIGHTY,
AND THE HOLY SPIRIT ALMIGHTY.
W: And yet they are not three almighties but one almighty.
M: SO THE FATHER IS GOD, THE SON IS GOD, AND THE HOLY SPIRIT
IS GOD.
W: And yet there are not three gods; but one God.
M: SO LIKEWISE THE FATHER IS LORD, THE SON LORD, AND THE
HOLY SPIRIT LORD.
W: And yet they are not three lords but one Lord.
P: For as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge
every person by himself to be both God and Lord,
C: So we cannot by the catholic faith say that there are three Gods
or three Lords.
P: The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten.
M: THE SON IS OF THE FATHER ALONE, NOT MADE NOR CREATED;
BUT BEGOTTEN.
W: The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor
created nor begotten but proceeding.

                                                
1catholic: universal Christian

C: So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three
Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits.
P: And in this trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or
less than another;
C: But the whole three persons are coeternal together and coequal,
so that in all things, as is aforesaid, the Unity in Trinity and the
Trinity in Unity is to be worshiped..
P: He, therefore, that will be saved is compelled thus to think of the
Trinity.
C: Furthermore, it is necessary to everlasting salvation that he
also believe faithfully the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ.
P: For the right faith is that we believe and confess
C: that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is God and man;
M: GOD OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE FATHER, BEGOTTEN BEFORE THE
WORLDS;
W: and man of the substance of his mother, born in the world;
P: Perfect God and perfect man, of a reasonable soul and human flesh
subsisting.
C: Equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, and inferior to
the Father as touching his manhood;
P: Who, although he is God and man, yet he is not two but one Christ.
M: ONE, NOT BY CONVERSION OF THE GODHEAD INTO FLESH, BUT BY
TAKING THE MANHOOD INTO GOD;.
W: One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of
person.
P: For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man,so God and man is
one Christ;
C: Who suffered for our salvation; descended into hell; rose again
the third day from the dead.
M: HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN; HE SITS AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE
FATHER, GOD ALMIGHTY, FROM WHENCE HE WILL COME TO JUDGE
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.
W: At whose coming all men will rise again with their bodies and will
give an account of their own works.
P: And they that have done good will go into life everlasting2; and
they that have done evil, into everlasting fire3.
C: This is the catholic faith which except a man believe faithfully
and firmly, he cannot be saved. Amen

                                                
2This is not to say that good works save, but that only those with saving faith, a gift
of God, can produce works that are good in God’s eyes, so good works are evidence
of faith, not the cause of salvation.
3In God’s eyes, those with the faith expressed here have done no evil, as Jesus’
blood has removed our sin from us.


