Cults and other Counterfeits
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. What is a Cult?

A. What are defining criteria of a cult?

1. End of theWorld

2. Prophecy & fulfillment

3. Special Revelations

4. Authority of the Cult Leader

5. Intense Dogma

6. Double-talk

7. Nointerest in logical consistency

8. Lack of sense of sin

9. Different view of Salvation

10. Compartmentalized lives

11. Messianic ideas

B. Is Christianity a cult?

1. Smilarities

2. Differences

IMuch of the material in this study comes from the “How To Respond” series published by CPH.
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a. Key to Scripture

b. Individual vs.entire church

c. Proper Use of Sacraments

C. What can we learn from the cults?

1. Authority

2. Doubt & Questioning

3. Commitment & Dedication

4. Scripture Study

5. Sense of Community

6. Knowledge & Experience

a. Where is the place for knowledge vs. experience? 1John 4:1

D. Do’s & Don’t’s: Gentleness & Respect

1. Don’t

a Behostile (1 Peter 3:15)

b. Slam the door in their face

i. What do you do when they come at a bad time?

c. Arque heatedly

d. Be anxious (Luke 12:11-12)

e. Rely on yourself alone (Isa55:10-11)

2.Do



a. Be Patient
i. Don’t giveup

ii. Keep trying

b. Be Loving

i. How does God see cultists?

ii. How can we show love to cultists?

II. LCMS

A. History

Martin Luther:

The Book of Concord:

Walther & the Saxon Immigration:

B. Formal Principal

C. Material Principal

D. Anthropology

E. Christology

F. Soteriology

G. Ecclesiology

H. Eschatology

l. Other Interesting Aspects

J. How to respond
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lll. Watchtower Society (Jehovah’s Witnesses)

A. History 6 : 'WATCHTOWER.

Sl RCIAL WES STTE oF JEHCHMARS WITHESSES

The founding father of the Jehovah’'s Witnesses was Charles Taize

Russell (1852—1916). Russell came to the conclusion that

Christianity was not the correct way to understand the Bible. He made contact with groups (known as
Adventists) who emphasized the immediate return of Christ. Russell began a series of Bible studies
and started to gather followers. Russell agreed with the Adventists’ predictions that Christ would
return during 1873—1874. When that did not happen, Russell predicted more times for Jesus’ return,
all of which proved to be false, of course.

Eventually, in 1884, Russell officially incorporated the "Zion’s Watchtower Bible and Tract Society."
Twelve years later, the word "Zion" was dropped. In 1908, Russell moved his organization to
Brooklyn, New York. Toward the end of his life, Russell lost considerable respect among his followers
because of a number of slander cases he lost in court.

After Russell's death in 1916, leadership of the Watchtower Society passed to Judge Joseph Franklin
Rutherford. Rutherford was largely responsible for the rapid growth of the Watchtower Society. He
spread the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ message via phonograph machines, which he used to play his
recorded sermons. These sermons were more often than not harsh attacks against denominational
Christianity, particularly the Roman Catholic Church, with vivid descriptions of the judgment to come
against anyone who did not embrace Jehovah’s Witnesses’ views.

After 1944, the Watchtower Society no longer used media but instead emphasized personal visits,
marked by aggressive techniques to gain entry into homes in order to share their message. This has
been the approach of the Watchtower Society since that time. Rutherford increased his control over
the Watchtower Society and devised what he termed the "theocratically controlled” organization of the
Jehovah'’s Witnesses movement. In 1931, the name "Jehovah’s Witnesses" was officially adopted to
distinguish the followers of Rutherford from those who had left to form their own organizations.

When Rutherford died in 1942, Nathan Knorr took over (1905—1977). Knorr worked tirelessly to
create a better image of the Jehovah’s Witnesses in the public mind. Knorr spearheaded a massive
printing effort, which continues to this day. The two magazines widely distributed in multiple
languages that the Jehovah’s Witnesses are most known for are Awake! and The Watchtower.

Under Knorr’s leadership, the Jehovah’s Witnesses produced their own Bible translation, The New
World Translation. From 129,000 members in 1942, the Jehovah’s Witnesses grew to 410,000
members in the United States alone by 1971. They number nearly 900,000 members in the United
States alone, with about 3.5 million members in 200 different countries.

B. Formal Principal

New World Trandlation of the Bible, Various writings of leaders

The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Bible, The New World Translation, goes out of its way to mistranslate

various verses of the Greek New Testament. An example of this type of mistranslation is found in

John 1:1. The Greek text says, "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the

Word was God." The New World Translation translates the Greek this way: "In the beginning was the
4
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Word and the Word was with God and the Word was a god." You can see how through such
deceptive translating, the Jehovah’s Witnesses attempt to mislead people.

They devote about 85 percent of their study time to Watchtower publications and 15 percent to their
version of the Bible, The New World Translation.

C. Material Principal

The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ movement’s primary concern is the end-time (eschatological) renewal of
human society. They believe that Jesus Christ will return to establish a new kingdom, which they call
a "theocracy," in which Jehovah God will bring total tranquillity to the earth. They believe this utopia
will come only after the Battle of Armageddon, in which the present world order will be destroyed. The
Jehovah’s Witnesses view all earthly institutions, organizations and governments as evil. They
believe that only the Watchtower Society is capable of speaking truthfully about God in the world
today.

D. Anthropology

The effect of the fall istheloss of theright to live.

E. Christology

The Jehovah’s Witnesses movement is surprisingly similar to the ancient heresy known as Arianism.
The Christian church rejected this false teaching about Jesus. The Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that
Jesus is "a" god, but not the eternal Son of God, the second person of the Holy Trinity. They believe
there was a time when He actually was created by Jehovah God. They do not believe Jesus is true
God, as does historic Christianity. They do not believe the Holy Spirit is God, but only an impersonal
force. Thus, they do not believe in the Holy Trinity.

Jesus lived in feaven as a spirit pewson before fe came to eaxth. e was God's finst creation, and s he is called

the ""finstbann'’ Son of God. (Calossians 1:15; Revelation 3:14) Jesus. is. the anly Son that God created by himself.
used the prefiuman Jesus as his ""master wosrker'' in creating all other things. in fieaven and on eaxth.

( Provenbs 8:22-31; Calassians 1:16, 17 ) Gad alse used him as Fis. chief spofiesman. That is. uthy Jesus. is called

"the Woxd."'- Jahn 1:1-3; Revelation 19:13.

Jesus died and was weswnected by God as a spirit creature, and fe weturned to ficaven. (1 Feten 3:18)
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How many gods are there?

2

Scripture Michael

Daniel 10:13/Rev. 19:16

Jude 9/Matthew 4:10/Hebrews
1.6

Scripture God Jesus

Ex 3:14/John 8:58

1Tim 6:15/Rev 19:16

|saiah 44:6/Rev. 1:17

Neh 9:6/Heb 1:6

|sa 45:22-23/Phil 2:10-11

Rom 11:33/Eph 3:8

Rev 21:6/John 7:37

Ps 65:2/John 14:14

Ps 107:29/Luke 8:24

Jer 17:10/Rev 2:23

F. Soteriology

Based on misinterpretations of passages from the Book of Revelation, the Watchtower Society
believes that Jehovah God extends salvation to two different groups of people. First, there are the
144,000 who shall inhabit heaven. The rest of those saved will inhabit earth in the new kingdom that
Christ will establish when he returns after the Battle of Armageddon. They believe that the only
persons who will be numbered among the 144,000 are those who have adequately met specific
requirements and have lived well enough in imitation of Christ.

For Jehovah’s Witnesses, salvation is not an accomplished fact by Jesus Christ, given as a free gift,
but only something that is earned by doing good works. Chief of these works is aggressive personal
visitation of non-members. This explains in large part why the Jehovah’s Witnesses are so zealous for
personal visitation.

The 144,000 (the Body of Christ) join Christ in his sacrifice of the right to live and reign with him in the
heavenly part of the theocracy as spirit beings.
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Ghe Ransam for all, given by the man Chuist Jesws, dees nat give ox guarantee evellasting life an blessing te any
man, but it dees guarantee to. every man ancther apportunity ox buial for evedlasting life. —C.9. Russell

G. Ecclesiology
Completely top-down. (See “History”)

H. Eschatology

Invisible Coming of Christ

1000 Yrs. Reign of
Christ

First Advent _ OT Messianic

Establishment pkingdom Promises

Theocract Fulfilled Little Season

"End of the Wor@{/hite Throne
(Changed to 1993)idgment

Sheep-Goat Bodily

Judgment resurrections:
OT Witnesses
The Great Crowd

The unjust ]
Eternity
. >
33 A.D. 1914 Armageddon Non-resurrection of
Spirit the willfully wicked
Resurrection
of Christ

l. Other Interesting Aspects

Many people hear about Jehovah’s Witnesses when they learn that a Jehovah’s Witness has refused
a blood transfusion. The Watchtower Society forbids members from receiving blood transfusions
because they believe this is a form of "eating blood," which was forbidden to the Old Testament
people of God.

Jehovah'’s Witnesses also believe it is wrong to serve in the military, to vote, to salute the national
flag, or to express any sort of citizenship in this world, since they believe the world will be destroyed
and replaced by Christ’s kingdom.

Ghe mast cutstanding mart of tuce Chuistians. is. that they have weal love among themselves. ( Jofin 13:34, 35)
TFhey axre nat taught to thinft that they axe better than people of other naces ox shin color. Neither ave they taught te
hate pecple fram ather countries. (Ucts 10:34, 35) Sa. they da not share in wars. Twe Chuistians treat ene anatfien
as. buathens and sistexs.-1 John 4:20, 21.
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Jehovah’s Witnesses do not observe Christmas, Good Friday, Easter or family birthdays, believing
these celebrations to be pagan festivities. Most Jehovah’s Witnesses also avoid dancing, movie-going
and watching television.

Jesws' disciples must be ne paxt of this wicked wordd. ( Jobin 17:16) They do nat get invclved in the world's
political affairs and social cantrovensies. Shey avoid the hamful cenduct, practices, and attitudes that ave
common in the world. (James 1:27; 4:4) Can you identify a weligiows group. in goun community that fas these
maxks of tue Chuistianity?

The average Jehovah’s Witness makes personal visits on people in their homes for an average of ten
hours per month. There are some 900,000 Jehovah’s Witnesses in this country making calls like this.
Those Witnesses who are "pioneers” devote 100 hours a month to this work of calling on homes.
Since their record of calls is the only record kept of their membership, this work is vital for them.

At meetings people in the audience do not ask questions. That would arouse suspicion. Jehovah’s
Witnesses are told to “avoid independent thinking” (The Watchtower, January 15, 1983, p. 22) and to
accept Watchtower Society teachings without question.

J. How to respond

We need to recognize that Jehovah’s Witnesses are besieged by the Watchtower Society with
literature that trains them in how to share their false theology and to contradict Biblical truth. They
immediately have many Christians at a disadvantage, since they are well prepared and ready to
speak to you, while their visit takes you by surprise.

Entering into an extended and detailed discussion with Jehovah’s Witnesses is best done by those
Christians who have carefully prepared to do so. It is possible, however, for all Christians to give a
clear and simple witness to their faith when speaking with a Jehovah’s Witness. It is important not to
permit them to sidetrack you when you speak to them.

While every conversation is definitely going to be unique, here are some things that need to be said to
Jehovah’'s Witnesses: "I trust in Jesus, not in an organization (John 3:16). | know | have eternal life (1
John 5:13) and that | will be saved by Jesus forever. | am not saved by what | do. | do good works out
of love for God (Ephesians 2:8—10). | will pray that you too come to know the peace and joy | have
been given in Christ Jesus my Lord (Romans 5:1)."

You may also be able to plant a seed of doubt in the mind of a Jehovah’s Witness about the
Watchtower Society. Invite them to your church and invite them to speak to your pastor. Urge them to
read the Bible, and not to rely on their Watchtower Society materials. Challenge them to lay these
materials aside for one week or one month and read only the Bible.

After you have shared the Word with them, pray for them, asking God the Holy Spirit to work faith in
their hearts, so that like Thomas, they may look to Jesus and say, "My Lord and my God" (John
20:28).
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V. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (The Mormons)

A. History ..I THE CHURCH OF
'?{ JESUS CHRIST
When Joseph Smith was 14 yeaxs. ald, e wanted to fnow which chusch he should OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

join, se he asked Gad in sincere prayen. In wesponse to this prayer, God the
Y

Father and Ftis Son, Jesws Chuist, appeared to. Joseph and tald him the tuue
Chuvich of Jesws Chuist was nat on the eanth and they had chosen Joseph to
westoxe it.

“In accardance with this, my detexmination ta ask of God, J «etived ta the
waads to make the attempt. It was an the moxning of a beautiful, clear day,
early in the spring of eighteen hundied and twenty. It was the finst time in my
life that J had made such an attempt, fox amidst all my anxieties J. had
never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally.

When the light wested upon me J. sau turo. Pensonages, whase buightness and F

painting to. the glony defy all desciiption, standing abiove me in the aix. One of
them spafie unto me, calling me by name and said, peinting to. the othex--""Shis is. My Beloved San. Fear Ftim!'"

My abiject in gaing te inquive of the Loxd was to fnow which of all the sects was 1ight, that I might fnow which te
join. Ma soonex, therefore, did J. get possession of myself, sa as to be abile ta speak, than J. asked the Pexs ,
whae staod abiove me in the light, which of all the sects was vight (for at this time it had never entered inte my heaxt
that all wene urong )--and which J. should join.

J was answened that I must jain none of them, fou they wene all wiang; and the Fensanage whe addwessed me
said that all theix creeds were an abiomination in fis sight; that those professons were all conwupt; that: "they diaw
neax to. me with theix lips, but thein heants axe far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men,
having a faxm of godliness, but they deny the powex thexeof."

Fe again forbiade me to join with any of them; and many other things did he say unto. me, which J. cannat write at

this time. When J. came te myself again, J. found myself lying on my. back, Eaakmgupmtaﬁeauen When the light
had depasted, I had ne strength; but soon recevering in some degree, J went fiome.

On the evening of the abiove-mentioned twenty-finst of Septembier, after J had etived ta my bed fox the night, J
bietoal myself to. prayer and supplication to (WUmighty God for forgiveness af all my sins and fallies, and also. fox
ammu[katauantame,tﬁatﬂmtgﬁtknawaﬂmqotateand tandmg&eﬂa&eﬁtm,{hxﬂﬁad{kdﬁcanﬁdencem
abitaining a divine manifestation, as J. previously had

‘LUMﬂwaotﬁuomtﬁeactaﬁcaﬂﬂmgupnn@ad,ﬂdwmuewda&gﬁtap/pwmgmmymm,wﬁwﬁcanttmtedta
increase until the woam was, lighter than noonday, when immediately a pexsonage appeared at my bedside,
standing in air, fox his. feet did nat touch the flocn. FHe had en a losse wobie of mast exquisite whiteness. It was a
whiteness beyand anything eaxthly J. had ever seen; nox do. J. believe that any eaxthly thing could be made to
appear so. exceedingly white and builliant. Fis hands were naked, and his, anms alse, a little atiove the urist; so,
alsa, wexe fis feet naked, aowewﬁwﬂego,a&twea&auetﬁwankﬂa FHis head and neck were alsa bave. J. could
discover that fie had no. other clathing an but this wobe, as it was. apen, so that J. could see into. his. biasam.

Fe called me by name, and said unto me that he was a messengex sent fram the presence of Gad to me, and that
his, name was. Moxoni; that Ged had a work for me te do; and that my name should be had fox goad and evit
amang all nations, kindreds, and tongues, o1 that it should be both good and evil spofien of among all peaple.
Fe said there was a book depasited, wiitten upan gald plates, giving an account of the foxmer inkabitants of this
continent, and the sawice from whence they sprang. ﬂfea&aomdtﬁattﬁe,&t&two of the everlasting Gaspel was
cantamedmtt as delivened by the Saviax to the ancient infiabitants;

9



Cults & Other Satanic Organizations
Ulso, that there were two. stones. in silver bows--and these stenes, fastened to a bueastplate, constituted what is
called the Urim and Thummim--depasited with the plates; and the passession and use of these stones were what
constituted ''seews'’ in ancient ax foxmer times; and that God had prepared them fox the purpose of translating the
took.

telling me these things, fie commenced quoting the prophecies of the Old Jestament. He first queted paxt of
the thixd chapter of Malachi; and fe quated also the founth o bast chapter of the same prephecy, though with a
little variation fram the way it xeads in aur Bibiles. . .fre quated many other passages of scripture, and offered

Ugain, he told me, that when J. got those plates. of which fe had spaefien--for the time that they stould be cbitained
was, not yet fulfilled--J stiould not show them to. any pexson; neither the breastplate with the Uvim and
Fhummim; only to. these to whom J. should be cemmanded to show them; if I did I sheuld be destroyed. While he
was, conversing with me aliout the plates, the visien was apened to my mind that J. could see the place whexe the
plates were depasited, and that se clearly and distinctly that J. finew the place again when J. visited it.

J shantly after arose fram my bed, and, as usual, went ta the necessany labions of the day; but, in attempting to
wa%matﬁe‘thmeo J. feund my strength se exhausted as to wender me entirely unabile. My father, who was

uutﬁme,dwmuaedoametﬁhtgta&ewwngwitﬁme,andtaﬂdmetagaﬁame.iotaxtedwitﬁtﬁe
intention of going te the plates and began the house; but, in attempting to cuass the fence aut of the field where we
wexe, my strength entively failed me, and J. fell helpless on the ground, and for a time was. quite uncensciows. of
anything.

Ghe finst thing that J. can wecallect was. a vaice speaking unto. me, calling me by name. 3. locked up., and befeld the
same messenger standing aver my head, swvounded by light as. before. He then again related unto me all that fe
ﬁadwﬁatedtametﬁepﬂemabwmgﬁt and cemmanded me ta. go te my father and tell him of the visien and
cemmandments which J had weceived.

J abeyed; J veturned te my father in the field, and refiearsed the whole matter te him. Fe veplied to me that it was
of GQod, and teld me to go. and de as commanded by the messenger. J. left the field, and went to. the place whexe the
messenger had told me the plates were depasited; and ewing te the distinctness of the vision which J. had had
concexning it, J. fnew the place the instant that J. aviived theve.

Convenient to. the village of Manchester, Ontasio county, New Yark, stands a hill of censidevabile size, and the
maost elevated of any in the neighliorhood. On the west side af this hill, net far from the tap, under a stene of
camtdemﬂﬂeom,ﬂaqtﬁepﬂat&a deposited in a stane box. This stone was thick and weunding in the middbe an the
upper side, and thinnes tewands the edges, so that the middle part of it was visibile abiove the ground, but the edge

semaved the eaxth, J. clitained a lever, which J. got fixed undex the edge of the stone, and with a little
exention waised it up. J looked in, and there indeed did J behold the plates, the Urnim and Thummim, and the
breastplate, as. stated by the messenger. The box in which they lay was. formed by laying stones tagether in same
kRind of cement. In the bottom of the box wene laid twe stones crassways, of the box, and an these stanes lay the

J made an attempt to. tafte them out, but was forbidden by the messenger, and was again infeumed that the time
fox bninging them forth had not yet adived, neithen would it, until four years from that time; but fie told me that J
should come ta that place precisely in ane year fram that time, and that fie would there meet with me, and that J
should continue ta do. so. until the time should come for cbtaining the plates.

(Ut length the time arvived fox cbtaining the plates, the Urim and Shummim, and the breastplate. On the tuwenty-
secand day of September, 1827, having gone as, wuwnﬂattﬁeendaﬂanatﬁwtqewttatﬁepﬂacewﬁewtﬁey
depasited, tﬁeoameﬁeaaadymewcng%de&medtﬁemuptamewdﬁtﬁmcﬁmge that J. should be sespensibile fox
them; that if I should let them go carelessly, ox through any neglect of mine, J. ofwuﬁd&eabtaﬂ,hdtﬁatq@j
wauﬂdmeaﬂﬂmyendeauamtapmmtﬁem until he, the messengen, should call fox them, they shauld be
protected.

10
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J saen feund out the reason why J. fad received such stiict chasges to. feep. them safe, and why it was that the
messenger had said that when J had dene what was wequived at my hand, he weuld call for them. For ne sconer
was, it fnown that . fad them, than the most strenuows exedtions were wsed to get them fram me. Every stratagem
that cauld be invented was. wesented ta for that purpaese. She pewecution became maxe bittex and seveve than befoxe,
and multitudes were on the alext continually to. get them from me if possible. But by the wisdem of God, they
semained safe in my hands, until J. had accamplished by them what was required at my hand. When, according te
aviangements, the messenger called for them, J. delivered them up. te him; and he has them in his charge until this
day, teing the secend day of May, 1838.

On the S5th day of Upxil, 1829, Oliver Cawdery came to my fowse, until which time J. had never seen him. Fte
stated to me that having been teaching schocl in the neightorhood whene my father nesided, and my father being one
of those who. sent to. the schaol, fe went te board for a seasan at his fowse, and while theve the family velated to
him the cixcumastances of my having received the plates, and accordingly fie had came to. matie inquivies af me. Juwao
days after the aviival af M. Cowdery (being the 7th of Upril) I commenced to translate the Boak of Menmon,
and he began to unite for me.

In April 1529 Joseph Smith, with Oliver Cowdery as scribie, began ta transtate the Book of Marvman by the gift

and pewer af Ged. (lﬂe‘tjaoepﬁflmoﬁed atﬁe%peapﬂewewpxuuﬁegedtaoeetﬁegaﬂdpﬂateo These witnesses have
o wecarded their testimanies, for "in the mouth of tura ex thuee witnesses shall evenwy word be establisfed' (2

We still continued the werk of translation, when, in the ensuing month (May, 1829 ), we an a cedain day went
into. the woods ta pray and inguire of the Lexd respecting baptism fox the wemission of sins, that we found
mentioned in the translation of the plates. While we were thus employed, praying and calling upoen the Lond, a
messenger from heaven descended in a cloud of light, and having laid his hands upen us, he oxdained us, saying:

"Upan you my fellow sewwants, in the name of Messiah, I confer the Puiesthood ef Uaron, which halds the feys
of the ministering of angels, and of the gaspel of repentance, and of baptism by immewsion fox the xemission of
sins; and this. shall never be tafien again fram the earth until the sons of Leuvi de offer again an affering unte the
Loxd in righteouwsness."

ﬂeomdtﬁwdaxachmtﬁaadﬁadmttﬁepnw%aﬂﬂaymymﬁmdofa«tﬁegﬂaﬂtﬁeﬂaﬁy@ﬁa& but that this
should be confevied an us feneafter; and fe commanded us to ga and be baptized, and gave ws. divections that J
should baptize Oliver Cordery, and that aftewwvards he should baptize me.

Uccordingly we went and were baptized. I baptized him finst, and aftewvards he baptized me--after which J. laid
my hands upon his fead and oxdained him to the Uaronic Priesthoad, and aftevvands bie laid his hands an me
and exdained me to. the same Priesthoed--for so we were commanded.

The messenger wha visited us on this. occasien and cenfevied this Puiesthood upon ws, said that his name was
Jehn, the same that is. called John the Baptist in the Mew Testament, and that he acted under the divection of
Feter, James and Jofin, wha held the fieys of the Puiesthiood of Melchizedelt, which Priesthood, bie said, would in
due time be confevied an ws, and that J. should be called the finst Elder of the Chunch, and fie (Oliver Cawrdery ) the
secand. It was on the fifteenth day of May, 1529, that we were ordained undex the hand of this messenger, and

baptized

Immediately on cur caming wp. aut of the water after we had been baptized, we experienced great and gloriows
tlessings. fram our FHeavenly Father. No. soaner had J baptized Oliver Cowdery, than the FHoly Ghost fell upon
him, and be stoad up. and prophesied many things which sheuld shetly came to pass. Und again, se seoan as J
had been baptized by him, 5a&aﬁadtﬁeopu¢taﬁpxapﬁecy when, standing up., I prophesied concerning the rise
of this Church, and many other things connected with the %wcﬁmdtﬁmgen&ahanaﬂtﬁecﬁddwna#men We

wewﬁﬂfedwdﬁtﬁe?(aﬁy,gﬁaot and wejoiced in the Gad of eur salvation.

11
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B. Formal Principal

Bible (with corrections), Revelations given to Smith & others (Book of Mormon, Doctrine & Covenants, Pearl
of Great Price, etc.)

8. We believe the Bible te be the word of God as far as. it is tvanslated convectly; we also. believe the Book of
Marmon to be the word of God.

9. We believe all that Gad fias, wevealed, all that Fte dees now reveal, and we believe that Fe will yet veveal many
great and impoxtant things pedaining to. the Kingdem of God.

C. Material Principal
3. We bielieve that thiough the (tonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by cbedience to the baws and
axdinances ef the Gaspel.

1. Gods are exalted humans

s man is, God ence was; as. God is, man may become.
2. Man progressesin a number of stages

a. Pre-existence (on Kolob)

b. On earth

c. Afterlife (Paradise/Hell)

d. In the kingdoms after the return of Christ

i. Celestial (Godhood)

ii. Terrestrial Kingdom iv.
iii. Telestial Kingdom 44— .
g <4— Hell first

v. TheLake of Fire

3. Christ’satonement procured

a. Immortality & resurrection for all

b. Remission of many sins (Muder 0.5 migxed i slandex

c. The possihility of meriting the Celestial Kingdom membership and deification

12
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D. Anthropology

2.We telieve that men will be punistied fox their awwen sins, and not forx Adam's transgression.
What does the Bible say about original sin? (Romans 5:14-21)

E. Christology
1.We bielieve in Ged, the Etesnal Fathier, and in His, Sen, Jesus Christ, and in the FHaly Ghest.

Many men say these is, ane Gad; the Father, the San, and the Ftoly Ghost are anly ene Gad! J. say that is a
strange God angfiow. ... QUL axe cnammed into. ene God.2

How many gods are there? (Deut 6:4, 1 Cor 8:4-6)
Is God human? (Romans 1:21-23)

F. Soteriology

3.We bielieve that thiough the (tanement of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by cbedience to the baws and
ardinances, ef the Gaspel.

4.We bielieve that the fixst principles and ordinances of the Gospel axe: finost, Faith in the Lond Jesws Chuist;

secand, Repentance; thivd, Baptism by immewion for the vemission of sins; fowdth, Laying on of hands for the gift
of the Faly Ghast.

G. Ecclesiology

5.We bielieve that a man must be called of Gad, by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands. by those whe are in
authaxity, ta preach the Gospel and administer in the exdinances theveof.

6.We believe in the same arganization that existed in the Primitive Church, namely, apostles, prophets, pastors,
teachiers, evangelists, and so. fouth.

s a wesult of the workiing thiough Joseph Smith, the cluvich of Jesws Chuist was once again establisfied an the
eaxth.3

What is the church? (Matt 18:20, Isa 55:10-11)

H. Eschatology
10.We believe in the literal gatheting of Tsnael and in the restonation of the Ten Trilbies; that Zien (the New

Jeruwsalem ) will bie built upan the Umerican continent; that Christ will veign persanally upon the eaxth; and, that

1. Celestial Kingdom

2E. F. Parry, Joseph Smith’s Teachings, p. 55f.

3“Uniform System,” p. 23
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2. Terrestrial Kingdom

3. Telestial Kingdom

Etewnal punishment is. God’s punisfiment; evellasting punisfiment is. God’s. punisfiment. In other wonds, it is the
name of the punisfiment God inflicts, he being etexnal in his nature. Whoseever, thevefore, wceweogado
punisfiment veceives etewnal punishiment, whether it is enduved cne four, one day, ane weelt, ane gear, ax an age?

’// (S o7 O
First Visible Treils Great Celestii:ll}_ e frrecer om
Advent Return White Kingdon? /% s T 7“
f of Christ Throne Terresmal
O do rn}—- ;.,L//uzlr M
Christ | 1000 Yrs. Reign with Chnlst | Judgment ¢ meg -
|  Restoration | (literal) Tt oD | | N Telestial ],ﬂm/:/wf
| ofthe |  Satanbound [Little | > Kingdom
|  church under | O.T. promises of Messianic |Season |
| Joseph Smith. I kmgdon:? ﬁ(xlﬁllgdb S . | I Ii:ake of Sk
| Antichrist o Jn ,Q‘p;.,(aq m' |
Lehi | Mo Armageddon (literal) | | Dootrine@linyots
/.Ml\:ilfd/.i.l [1""%frnm piephited l II : CA 7@
A | ‘
-Goat Judgment Resurrection of
6008sc 400 1830 Sheep-Goat Judgm:
Resurrection of Terrestrial class

Telestial class
Celestial class - Yrrrens

l. Other Interesting Aspects

1. Church Leader ship

2. Polygamy

3. TempleRite & Garments

4. Baptism for the Dead

5. Marriagefor Eternity

6. Word of Wisdom

7. Baptism & the Sacrament

8. Racism

4“Plan of Salvation,” p. 25
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J. How to respond

1. Don’t get hung up on the details

2. Avoid Arguments

3. Keep in mind the “Burning in the bosom”

4. Recognize them as humans and attend to their needs

15
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. ¥
V. Ancient, Free, and Accepted Masons (Freemasons)

A. History
The finst Masenic Legistator uhose memony is presewed te us by historny, was Buddha. .5

Freemasonry began as an organization in 1717 A.D. by two clergymen, Dr. James Anderson, a
Presbyterian, and Dr. John Theophilus Desaguliers, a French Huguenot turned Anglican, stimulated
others to form a select group. This inspired four London speculative lodges to come together to form
the first Grand Lodge.

B. Formal Principal

Various Masonic Writings

C. Material Principal

the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man

D. Anthropology
4 Symbols of Masonry:

Square

Compass

Cone A
0“"5"1'. DEC. 15 A

Sacred Book
Ashlar & Gavel

Fhe Masanic principle of Fnuth also teaches a man te search for wisdem and undewstanding. For only in this way
can be grow and became a better pensen. She pursuit of knowledge is at the veny heart af aur purpose.

E. Christology
Deism:

Universalism (Christ’s name removed from all Masonic prayers since 1913): “ Supreme Architect of the
Universe,” “ Supreme Grand Master,” “Nameless One of a Hundred Names’

SPike, Albert. Morals and Dogma
16
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QA belief in God is. essential ta a Mason, bud...any God, sa [lang as ] bie is your God.5

F. Soteriology

Ghe Lamb s in all ages been deemed an embilem of innocence. By the lambiskin, thevefore, the Masen is veminded
of that puxity of life and conduct which is. essential te his. gaining admission to. the Celestial Lodge albiove, whexe
the Supreme (uchitect of the Universe presides.’

G. Ecclesiology
1. Blue Lodge

a. Entered Apprentice

b. Fellow Craft

c. Mastor Mason

2. York Rite

a Degrees

3. Scottish Rite

a Up to 32nd Degree (33rd is honorary)

4. Side Ordersof Masonry

a. Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine

b. Tal Cedarsin Lebanon

c. Red Cross of Constantine

d. Acacia Fraternity

6Little Masonic Library 4:32

7Louisiana Masonic Monitor, pp. 44-45
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e. Female Orders

i. Order of the Eastern Star
ii. White Shrine of Jerusalem
iii. Order of Amaranth

iv. Daughters of the Nile

v. Daughter s of Mokanna

f. Y outh Organizations

i. Order of the Builders
ii. Order of Demolay
iii. Order of Job’s Daughters

iv. Order of the Rainbow

5. Authority in the Lodge

Rule by those in higher authority. Worshipful Master of local lodge has ultimate authority over that lodge.

H. Eschatology

Ja achieve [salvation | the masen must first attain a solid conviction, founded upaon season, that fie fath within
fim a spiritual nature, a soul that is not to. die when the body is dissolved, but is. ta continue to. exist and ta
aduvance toward perfection thuough all ages ef etexnity, and ta see maxe and mare clearly, as. it dvauws nearer unta
God, the Light of Divine Presence’

Compare: 1 Thess 4:13-18, John 14:1-3

Faith is. the Savion and Redeemer of nations.d

Compare: Titus 3:4—7

LoOdge members believe in eternal reward and resurrection based on works.

l. Other Interesting Aspects
Syncretism:

Jah-Bul-On:

Oaths:

8Morals and Dogma, p. 855

9From the funeral ritual of the Order of Amaranth
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Secrecy:

Superiority of insight (Gnosticism):

J. How to respond

Don't lie

Use questions, not dogmatic statements.

Don’'t begin with, “Our church saysit’swrong to join alodge.”

Don’'t be impatient or raise your voice.
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