Elder Contact Questions and Tips

Remember as you call, that you are reaching out in love and should have a loving, caring tone. Your desire is to gain a brother or sister and share the love of Christ and His forgiveness.

Take notes of particular concerns.

I. Physical Health

A. How have you and your family been? Everyone healthy?

II. Emotional Health

A. Are you going through any difficult times? Is there anyone you’re concerned about who could benefit from prayers?

III. Spiritual Health

A. Is there anything that’s keeping you away? Something that happened in the past that you’re upset about?

B. Would you be interested in a visit from the pastor? He’d be happy to stop by and listen.

C. Is there anything we can do to help you get here on Sunday morning? Do you need a ride?

D. If you’re not able to be here on Sunday morning, would you be interested in copies of the services on VHS/DVD?

E. (Children in the home?) If you’re not able to get to church Sunday morning, would you be interested in someone picking up the kids for Sunday School?

F. Are you attending another church? If so, would you like your membership transferred there so that pastor can make sure you’re getting the care you need?

G. Is there anything else on your mind or in your life that I could pray for you?

IV. Pray for them while they are listening:

A. Focus on God’s presence: “You said you’d never leave us or forsake us.”

B. If something is hurting in their lives, pray that God would turn that pain around and work it for their good as only He can.

V. Share the gospel

Say something like: “One thing I just want to remind you of. Sometimes, when people are away from God’s Word for a while, they forget what it’s all about, and people get the idea that they have to be good or do something for God to love them. I just want you to know that God loves you no matter what you have or haven’t done. That’s why He sent Jesus to die in your place on the cross, to be punished for your sins so you don’t have to be, and because Jesus died for you, all your sins are forgiven, and you don’t have to do anything to get to heaven—it’s a free gift, already paid for by Jesus. I just want to remind you of that.”

