To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim…


“To Thee Cherubim and Seraphim Continually Do Cry”

A study on Angels

I. What are Angels?

Two traveling angels stopped to spend the night in the home of a wealthy family. The family was rude and refused to let the angels stay in the mansion's guest room. Instead the angels were given a space in the cold basement. As they made their bed on the hard floor, the older angel saw a hole in the wall and repaired it. When the younger angel asked why, the older angel replied: "Things aren't always what they seem".

The next night the pair came to rest at the house of a very poor but very hospitable  farmer and his wife. After sharing what little food they had the couple let the angels sleep in their bed where they could have a good night's rest.

When the sun came up the next morning the angels found the farmer and his wife in tears. Their only cow, whose milk had been their sole income, lay dead in the field.

The younger angel was infuriated and asked the older angel "how could you have let this happen!? The first man had everything, yet you helped him," she accused. "The second family had little but was willing to share everything and you let their cow die."

"Things aren't always what they seem," the older angel replied. "When we stayed in the basement of the mansion, I noticed there was gold stored in that hole in the wall. Since the owner was so obsessed with greed and unwilling to share his good fortune, I sealed the wall so he wouldn't find it. Then last night as we slept in the farmers bed, the angel of death came for his wife. I gave her the cow instead. Things aren't always what they seem."

This is a nice story, but 100% fictional. And yet, angel stories abound. Go to the mall, and you’ll see images of angels in almost every store, whether jewelry, gifts, books, or anywhere else. But sadly, most of the angel images and stories are not only false, but they tend to obscure the mission that angels actually have.

A. First, what angels are not

1. They are not the spirits of dead Christians. (1Co 6:3, Heb 9:27)

2. They do not have bodies. (Luke 24:39, Eph 6:12)

3. They don’t know our thoughts. (1 Ki 8:39)

4. They don’t marry (Mt 22:30)

5. They are not omnipresent but are not hindered by the material. (Mt 8:32)

B. What is their nature?

1. They are spirits. (Heb 1:14)

2. They are servants of the church (Heb 1:14)

3. They are intelligent and have a personal will (Genesis 3; Matthew 4)

4. While they don’t have physical bodies, they can take on material form and can affect material things. (Gen 18:8, 19:3, 19:16; Mt 4:5)

5. There are many of them. (Dan 7:10; Luke 2:13)

C. Distinctions among angels

1. Good angels

a) Originally, all angels were good (Gen 1:31), but some, after the creation week, but before the fall of man, fell from perfection. (John 8:44)

b) The good angels always see God’s face (Mt 18:10) and are united with Him in mission.

2. Fallen Angels

a) They fell, as stated, before the fall of man, presumably that first sin being pride, and it was sinful motivation by which the serpent deceived Eve. (John 8:44, 1 Tim 3:6)

b) They cannot be converted, so we need not and should not pray for them. (Mt 8:29, 25:41)

II. The Missions of Angels

A. To praise God (Isa 6:3; Luke 2:13)

B. To minister to the church (Ps 103:20-21)

1. Especially children (Mt 18:10)

2. Believers ‘ faith and work (Ps 91:11-12)

3. And the dying (Lk 16:22)

C. They deeply love the church

1. Both Christ’s redemption for us (1 Pet 1:12),

2. And each individual person (Luke 15:10)

3. And they are present in our worship (1Co 11:10)

III. The Mission of the Fallen Angels

A. To harm mankind

1. In body (Lk 13:11, 16)

2. Possessions (Mt 8:31-32)

3. And most of all, soul (1 Pet 5:8)

B. Used by God 

1. To test believers (Job 1:7ff, 2Co 12:7)

2. To punish the godless (2 Th 2:11-12)

IV. Christ’s Mission against the Fallen Angels

A. Healed the harm they brought

1. In body (Mr 1:34)

2. Possessions  (Mr 10:21; 2Co 4:7)

3. And most of all, soul (Heb 10:39; Jas 5:20)

B. Used by God

1. To be tested for us (Mt 4:1ff)

2. To be punished for us (Isa 53:5)

V. Our Mission

A. To praise God (Ps 103:1-5)

B. To minister to the church

1. Especially children (Mt 19:14)

2. Believers ‘ faith and work (Mt 12:20,21; Mr 9:24; Joh 20:27)

3. And the dying (Re 14:13, Jn 11:25,26)

C. To deeply love the church

1. Both Christ’s redemption for us (Ro 5:7-9),

2. And each individual person (Jn 11:5; 13:23)

3. And be with the saints and angels in our worship (Re 7:11)
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� Given that angels have no bodies, we can only speculate on how gender applies to angels. All angels in the Bible are called “he” when a gendered pronoun is used, but this does not preclude feminine angels, and they may not truly have gender—Scripture is silent on these issues. C.S. Lewis event speculated that, with angels, there may be even more than two genders—he suggests seven!


� Note that, while God permits the fallen angels certain leeway and is able to use their evil to to bring about good (the cross being the best example), He does not condone evil, nor does He cause the evil to happen.
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