Groundbreaking, but not Earth-Shattering

You may be aware that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Mormons) is building a new facility on Bailey Drive in Manchester. They invited some of the area clergy (myself excluded) to their groundbreaking. The following is the letter Pastor Weber at Our Savior wrote to respond to them:

I commend you for your missionary zeal, and commitment to living a moral life. These things are so generally lacking in our day.

I rejoice at the ground breaking of any Christian house of worship. I cannot rejoice along with you, however, as you break ground for a chapel. The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod does not recognize the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints as Christian. The same is true of all the other Christian denominations represented in Manchester, with the possible exception of the United Church of Christ.

The Christian church believes in the mystery of the Trinity as revealed in Scripture – one God in three persons. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one God, coeternal and coequal. Your Elder McConkie, speaking of Father, Son Holy Ghost has written, "To us, speaking in the proper and infinite sense, these three are the only Gods we worship. But in addition there is an infinite number of holy personages, drawn from worlds without number, who have passed on to exaltation and are thus gods".

The Christian church believes that the death of Jesus Christ satisfied the wrath of our heavenly Father against sin, thus earning for us forgiveness and eternal life. The only thing required of us is faith in Jesus as our Savior, and even this is God’s gift to us. "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9). In contradiction to this, one of your elders wrote, "The atonement of Christ ransoms men from the effects of spiritual death in that by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel they can be born again and have spiritual life." Speaking of gaining eternal life, he continues, "salvation by grace coupled with obedience to the laws and ordinances of the gospel" is necessary.

No, on these most basic Christian beliefs we do not agree. Thank you for the invitation, but I will not be attending your ground-breaking.

Rev. David C. Weber
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Even though they use Jesus’ name in their name, the Mormons use His name in vain. Their Jesus is another Jesus (2Co 11:3,4), not the Jesus of Scripture. And yet Jesus did die for them, and through faith in the true Jesus, they may be saved. I encourage you to share this truth with any Mormon friends or anyone whom they visit. I also encourage you to seek opportunity to share the true Jesus with your friends and neighbors that they not be deceived. I also encourage you to join us for Christ Callers and take back the Gospel of salvation by grace alone.

Onward, Christian soldiers!

