Come Fishing

As soon as you enter my dad's house, you know a lot about him. You're greeted by a hunting dog, and the walls are decorated with mounted trophy-sized fish and an old rifle. In his garage, you'll find a large fishing boat with maybe a dozen tackle boxes. Most of those boxes are full of baits.

Now, when Dad goes fishing, which he does as often as he possibly can, he has a lot of baits to choose from, but he may choose one bait and fish with it all day long. He doesn't get overwhelmed with all the possibilities and give up on choosing a bait. He chooses a bait and casts his line.

Have you ever looked at the church, all that needs to be done, and just given up? "There's just too much for one person to do! I can't do it, and nobody can expect me to!" If my dad had that attitude about all his baits and all the fish in the lake (or the world), he wouldn't have trophy fish on his walls. If you say, "There are just too many people," or, "There's just too much to do," nothing will ever be done.

Jesus' ministry often focused on individuals, "leaving the ninety-nine for the one." Obsession with numbers and "results" is a business model, not how God runs His church. God focuses on each individual and sees to individual needs. You don't need a big net to be a fisher of men. You can do very well catching them one at a time.

As for baits, we have many different opportunities to help, both in church and in our lives. Instead of trying to do everything, look at your life and find one thing at a time. Find one person, one activity, or one committee. If, after a while, you're ready for another one, take it on with the Lord's help. If not, focus on where God has placed you and the task He has placed before you. Don’t think you have to have ten poles in the water at once!

But the most important thing to remember is that you're not out there alone. Were you alone, you would accomplish nothing. No fisherman can force a fish to bite. It's up to God to bring "results." It's up to God to save, and He has done exactly that. He sent Jesus not only to pay for our sin on the cross, but to send His Holy Spirit to create the gift of faith and through it, salvation.

Pick your bait and cast. God has already caught you, and through Jesus' merits and sacrifice on your behalf, He considers you a "keeper."

