Chrismukkah?!

Be prepared to hear this word more often in the coming years. It's based on the idea that Jews and Christians have a lot in common and can thus combine holidays with each other, especially in blended families. Sounds like a peaceful solution, right?

Peaceful? Maybe. Solution? Not really.

The problem is the perception that the two beliefs can coexist without contradiction, that Christianity is an offshoot of Judaism. Nothing could be further from the truth. The reality is that Judaism is an offshoot of Christianity. How? Because the faith of the Israelites of the Old Testament was in the coming Messiah. That's why the New Testament writers, especially Matthew (a Jew writing to Jews), constantly refer to the Old Testament. Many Rabbis taught two comings of the Messiah, one in humility and one in glory, even into the Second Century A.D., but that teaching fell out of favor as it sounded too Christian.

The reality is that Judaism has much more in common, ironically, with Islam than with Christianity. Both Judaism are strict monotheists and reject the Trinity. Both teach salvation based on works exclusively, the exact opposite to Christianity.

This difference between Christianity and Judaism becomes especially apparent in December. Christians celebrate the fulfillment of the Old Testament as Mary wrapped God Himself in swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger. This is the same God Who spoke to Moses in the burning bush and the same God to Whom Daniel prayed and protected him in the lions' den. He's also the same God Isaiah describes in both 7:14 ("The virgin will conceive and bear a Son…") and 53 ("…by His wounds we are healed…"). He's the same God Who spoke through David in the Psalms (22: "…they have pierced My hands and feet…"). Nowhere in the Old Testament will you find salvation by works taught as a teaching from God. Moses even presents the Ten Commandments in the context of salvation before works ("I am Yahweh your God Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. You shall…").

Hanukkah presents an opportunity for Christians to share the Gospel with our Jewish friends and neighbors. Hanukkah celebrates God saving His people from an atheist oppressor, but in Christmas, we celebrate God saving His people from the devil himself.

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. (Luke 2:10-12, KJV)

