Sword Practice

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12, NIV).

Last month, we had our annual Confirmation Lock-In. The kids from my class and their friends got together to play games, eat junk food, and learn more about Jesus. They had fun, but more importantly, their eyes were opened in many ways to the wonder that is God’s Word.

After watching a video about Jesus, the children were confronted with a question: Do you want to live forever? I’m always amazed at the responses, which are usually the same: skepticism.

Thankfully, the kids who are in class, your children, generally realize what we’re talking about fairly quickly, but the rest tend to be ready to challenge the proposition of eternal life in an incorruptible world. They just can’t accept so alien a concept. Only after an explanation of sin and Jesus’ atonement for us are they able to accept the existence of such a world and the possibility of their residence there. Then, we dig into God’s Word, specifically the Old Testament prophecies about Jesus, to show the truth of the story, and every time, several kids respond with absolute astonishment.

But why hadn’t they heard yet? Most of these friends are members of other churches, some even regular attendees at their churches, yet they have never had explained to them in simple terms the promise of eternal life. Why?

We are at a crossroads in the Christian Church, marked, rising, and falling on one word: Catechesis, the teaching of the basics of the faith to those younger in faith than you. The teachings in the Catechism contain the teachings upon which all other teachings of Scripture are based, as well as being the most practical “real life” teachings to be used daily.

But too often, both here and throughout Christendom, Catechesis is being pushed aside because families are just too busy or have other priorities. The result—teenage children who’ve been raised in Christian homes who don’t know that Jesus won eternal life for them on the cross.

If things don’t change drastically, hell will soon be filled with your children, friends, and relatives.

What can you do about it?

· Be in the Word so you know what to share.

· Look for opportunities to share your faith—and take those opportunities when they come.

· Recognize your responsibility to your children, godchildren, grandchildren, family, friends, and neighbor.

· Don’t wait for Confirmation Class to teach your children—teach them from infancy of God’s love.

But most of all, know that you, too, are a forgiven son of God, forgiven and paid for by the blood of Jesus, an heir of eternal life.

Rejoice and be glad. Yours is the kingdom.

