Where Your Treasure Is

(Matthew 13:44) "The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field. When a man discovered it, he buried it again. He was so delighted with it that he went away, sold everything he had, and bought that field."
This year, our Vacation Bible School is based on the "Treasure Cove" theme, focusing on the riches of Christ. But the true riches are found in us. Now, as sinners, we're not very valuable by ourselves. Yes, God made us in His image, but we corrupted that image with our sin, like spraying dye on a priceless painting. Yet God considered us valuable, just like the man in the above parable. He could still see His handiwork in us and was determined to restore us, so He paid everything to get us. So He gave up that which He loved the most—His only begotten Son. Jesus paid for us on the cross to buy us back.

This summer, we have less opportunities to grow in faith as Sunday School, Sunday Bible Class, and Confirmation Class have ended until September. Yet we still have many opportunities to be the treasure God has made us to be and to learn more about how He treasures us. Besides the Divine Service being offered not only here every Sunday, but around the country—wherever you happen to be vacationing—and for that blessing, we can be truly thankful. God's Word is the greatest treasure you'll ever find. It gives eternal life as well as peace on a daily basis, and you don't have to wait until Sunday morning for that treasure—just grab a Bible or reflect on those passages you've memorized and ask, "What is God telling me about His relationship with me?"

The greatest message that He has for us is that we are His treasure, not because we have done anything to be seen that way, but because He has made us so by the blood of His Son. He values you above all else.

So in the sparkling water of the swimming pool or fishing lake or wherever you find your treasures, remember that God is with you and speaks to you today through His Word, and His message to you is, "I love you."
