What about babies?

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. (Psalms 51:5, 6, NIV).

Every once in a while, in my studies of Scripture, I discover something that I haven’t noticed before, something so astounding that it practically knocks me off my chair. At the conference I attended last month, I encountered just such a revelation, and I feel compelled to share it with you. I believe it will answer a question that nearly everyone who reads this has asked at one point or another.

“What happens to the soul of a baby who is aborted or dies before Baptism?”

God has given us the typical Law/Gospel answer so common to His Word, and I confess that I never noticed the whole answer, yet it was right there for the past 3,000 years all along.

As we look at the two verses above, God begins with some heavy Law. In verse five, we find that we are sinners from the moment of conception. This makes sense, since we know that, just as giraffes give birth to baby giraffes, sinners give birth to baby sinners. The Bible says nothing of “age of accountability” or other such man-made doctrines. This creates a problem, because “The wages of sin is death.” Because children are corrupted by sin, they are worthy of only death and hell. They are lost—even the unborn. This much, I already knew, and that verse has always bothered me, but being the Word of God, I can’t argue with Him.

But—and this is the part I just discovered, not to mention the necessary answer—God is still love, and He loves the little children. Now, we know that the only way for sinners, regardless of age, to be saved from sin is through faith in Jesus as their Savior (Eph 2:8; John 3:16; 14:6). We also know that Baptism can give faith and forgiveness of all sin even to infants (Acts 2:38-39). We also know that the only means given to use to give and strengthen faith are the “Means of Grace”: the Gospel, Baptism, and the Lord’s Supper. But while we’re bound by Word and Sacrament, God is not. And as verse six of the above shows us, God is able to give wisdom (faith) even to a preborn child. Does that mean we should delay Baptism? No. But here we see that God all along was looking out for you since you were in your mother’s womb (“inner parts”).

In fact, God was looking out for you even before that. He did so by sending Jesus to die for you before you or your parents were born. He loves you, whether born, not born, never born, or born a long time ago. He has knit you together to be His own, and He will continue to keep you to the resurrection.

