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	Some of you are off to college this year, and it's not too much longer for the rest of you.  This is something I wish I never had to talk about, but it's something important for you to know.


College is a time of learning, a time to grow, make new friends, and to test your wings.  There are wonderful times ahead for you.  But you also face some challenges, especially where your faith is concerned.  You've already seen some of this in your previous years of school, in classes where evolution is taught as fact rather than theory, in books which teach that all gods are the same as the Triune God.  These will continue to be challenges in college.


But when you go off to college, things get worse.  Much worse.  On top of the academic challenges to your faith, you will find organizations on campus with the word "Christian" in their name.  As much as it pains me to say this, you have to be careful in your interaction with these groups.  They say things that sound wonderful and loving.  They may lead morally sound lives, and encourage you to do the same.  They may even worship every Sunday, perhaps every day.  But you have to be careful about their theology.  In their attempts to love their neighbor, they often forget about the fear of God.  Some of these groups will condone homosexuality, despite the fact that the Bible calls it vile and corrupt sin.  Others deny that Jesus is truly present in the bread and wine of the Eucharist.  Still others will deny that the Bible is the inspired Word of God.  You have to be careful.  


Even if you go to a "Lutheran" college, you're not immune to this.  In fact, it may be even worse, because the people who go to a Lutheran college because it's a Christian school should find solid Christian teaching and worship awaiting them.  But these schools  will offer the body and blood of Christ to people who don't believe that it's the actual body and blood of Christ.  People who are not pastors are invited and encouraged to preach in chapel.  And the situation at these schools is not getting better.


And then you try to find a Lutheran congregation near your college.  Be VERY careful here.  Even churches with the name "Lutheran" on them are not always what their name suggests.  At some churches you will find a new worship service every Sunday.  Forget the services in the hymnal.  Every Sunday there is a different invocation, a confession of sins in which you confess only certain sins, maybe not confessing your sins at all, a speech which talks about the forgiveness of sins and the goodness of God but does not offer the actual forgiveness of sins, and even a different creed every week.  Can you imagine trying to write a creed that confesses what we confess in the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds, creeds which have been used every day for over a thousand years?  And yet some try . . . and fail miserably.


You have been very fortunate.  You've grown up in a sound congregation, one where you've been taught the basics of the Christian faith, one where you've been taught to worship in a God-pleasing manner.  Take what you've learned with you.  Take your Bible, Catechism, and hymnal along with you.  As you go through college and come up with questions in classes or in your daily life about your faith that you can't answer on your own, don't be afraid to get in touch with me.  That's what I’m here for: the spiritual well being of the people we have been called to serve.  Call, write, or e-mail us.  You don't have to be afraid of college and the challenges it will present to your faith.  You already have a firm foundation, and there are people around who are more than willing to answer the questions you may have.  Make new friends.  Learn a lot.  Test those wings of yours.  But cling to the faith which you were given in your Baptism.


