The Eve of the Nativity of Our Lord


 


An Explanation and Description of the Service


     This Christmas Eve Service has its basis in a series of medieval liturgical sentences called the “O Antiphons.”  The precise origin of the “O Antiphons” is uncertain, but we know that they were in use in the Church by the time of Emperor Charlemagne (c. 800 A.D.).  The “O Antiphons” are a distillation of the Messianic and Christological character of the entire Old Testament.  Each antiphon addresses some aspect of the person and work of Christ which is prophesied in the Old Testament and revealed in the New Testament, moving progressively from Him as the Wisdom of God present at Creation to His name, Emmanuel, which means “God with us.”


     In the service offered this evening the antiphons are accompanied by congruent Old Testament texts, stanzas of the hymn “O, Come, O, Come Emmanuel” (which is based on the antiphons), New Testament texts which fulfill the Messianic promise, and common Christian hymns and carols.  May this linking together of old and new within the long liturgical history of the Church enrich your celebration of this night and the days of Christmas yet to come.





†  †  †  †  †





Service Notes


Pastor will chant the “O Antiphons.”


The Congregation responds with those parts in bold print.





Participants


Lector: The Rev. Alan Kornacki, Jr.


Organist: Mrs. Gloria Ueckert





†  †  †  †  †


�
Hymn – TLH 74: Once He Came in Blessing





In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  AMEN





Beloved in Christ, on this Christmas Eve may it be our joy and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the message of the angels: in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, and with the Magi adore the Child lying in His mother’s arms.  Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this Holy Child; and let us make this sanctuary, dedicated to the worship of the Holy Trinity and named for the blessed Apostle Paul, glad with our carols of praise.  But, first, let us pray for the needs of His world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth, and for unity and brotherhood within the Church He came to build.  And let us, at this time, remember in His name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick in body and in mind and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the little children; and all who know not the Lord Jesus.  And finally, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we forevermore are one.  These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven in the words which Christ himself has taught us:


	Our Father . . .


The Almighty God bless us with His grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.  AMEN





O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.1


O come, O come, Emmanuel,


And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here


Until the Son of God appear.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!





Collect – Advent I


Stir up, we beseech Thee, Thy power, O Lord, and come, that by Thy protection we may be rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Thy mighty deliverance; who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  AMEN





O Antiphon – “O Sapientia”


	O Wisdom,


	proceeding from the mouth of the Most High,


	pervading and permeating


	all creation,


	mightily ordering all things:*


		Come and teach us


	the way of prudence.


Old Testament text – Jeremiah 23:5-6


O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.2


	O come, thou Wisdom from on high,


	Who orderest all things mightily;


	To us the path of knowledge show,


	And teach us in her ways to go.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – I Corinthians 1:21-24





Hymn – TLH 98: Of the Father’s Love Begotten 





O Antiphon – “O Adonai”


	O Adonai and 


	ruler of the house of Israel,


	who appeared to Moses


	in the burning bush


	and gave him the Law on Sinai;*


		Come with an outstretched arm


		and redeem us.


Old Testament texts – Exodus 3:2-6; Song of Solomon 2:3b-4


O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.3


	O come, O come, thou Lord of might,


	Who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height


	In ancient times didst give the law,


	In cloud and majesty and awe.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – Luke 1:49-51; Mark 12:26b-27a





Collect – Advent II


Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Thine only-begotten Son, so that by His coming we may be enabled to serve Thee with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  AMEN





O Antiphon – “O Radix Jesse”


	O Root of Jesse, standing


	as an ensign 


	before the peoples,


	before whom all kings are mute,


	to whom the nations will do homage:*


		Come quickly to deliver us.


Old Testament text – Isaiah 11:1-2


�
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.4


	O come, thou Rod of Jesse’s stem,


	From every foe deliver them


	That trust thy mighty power to save,


	And give them victory over the grave.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – Revelation 5:5, 9-10





Hymn – TLH 645: Behold, a Branch Is Growing 





O Antiphon – “O Clavis David”


	O Key of David and scepter of the house of Israel,


	you open and no one can close,


	you close and no one can open:*


		Come and rescue the prisoners


		who are in darkness 


		and the shadow of death.


Old Testament text – Psalm 24:7-9


O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.5


	O come, thou Key of David, come,


	And open wide our heavenly home;


	Make safe the way that leads on high,


	And close the path to misery.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – John 20:23; Matthew 4:13-16





Collect – Advent III


Lord, we beseech Thee, give ear to our prayers and lighten the darkness of our hearts by Thy gracious visitation; who livest and reignest with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  AMEN





Reading – Luke 2:1-19





SERMON 





O Antiphon – “O Oriens”


	O Dayspring,


	splendor of light everlasting:*


		Come and enlighten those


		who sit in darkness


		and in the shadow of death.


Old Testament texts – Numbers 24:17; Isaiah 42:6; Malachi 4:2


�
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.6


	O come, thou Day-spring from on high,


	And cheer us by thy drawing nigh;


	Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,


	And death’s dark shadow put to flight.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – Luke 1:78-80; John 1:1-5





Hymn – TLH 106:  The People That in Darkness Sat





O Antiphon – “O Rex Genitum”


	O King of nations,


	the ruler they long for,


	the cornerstone uniting all people”*


		Come and save us all,


		whom you formed out of clay.


Old Testament text – Isaiah 9:2-7


O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.7


	O come, Desire of nations, bind


	In one the hearts of all mankind;


	Bid thou our sad divisions cease,


	And be thyself our King of Peace.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – Luke 19:37-38





Hymn – TLH 87: Joy to the World





Collect – Advent IV


Stir up, O Lord, we beseech Thee, Thy power and come and with great might succor us that by the help of Thy grace whatsoever is hindered by our sins may be speedily accomplished through Thy mercy and satisfaction; who livest and reignest with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  AMEN





O Antiphon – “O Emmanuel”  


	O Emmanuel, our king


	and our lawgiver,


	the anointed of the nations


	and their Savior”*


		Come and save us,


		O Lord our God.


Old Testament texts – Isaiah 7:14; Isaiah 43:1-3


�
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel – v.1


O come, O come, Emmanuel,


And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here


Until the Son of God appear.


		Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel


		Shall come to thee, O Israel!


New Testament fulfillment – Matthew 1:23; John 14:18-19; 


Revelation 22:12-21





Hymn – TLH 76: A Great and Mighty Wonder





Collect – Christmas Eve


O God, who hast made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light, grant, we beseech Thee, that, as we have known on earth the mysteries of that Light, we may also come to the fullness of its joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.  AMEN





The Lord bless thee and keep thee.  The Lord make His face shine upon thee and be gracious unto thee.  The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee and (†) give thee peace.  AMEN





Hymn – TLH 91: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord


					 





†  †  †  †  †
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�
Notes: 





This program can be altered to be used as a children’s program, which is how it was originally written and used.  The children chanted to O Antiphons and shared out the Scripture readings, with the Pastor and the Vicar or assistant reading selected choices (Luke 2:1-19 and Revelation 22:12-21 were read by Pastor and Vicar).  


Be sure that the Bidding Prayer at the beginning of the service reads correctly.  In the version above it reads, “and let us make this sanctuary, dedicated to the worship of the Holy Trinity and named for the blessed Apostle Paul, glad with our carols of praise.”  Obviously not all sanctuaries are named for the Apostle Paul, and so this will need to be changed.


