

















“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preaching and to teaching.  Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of elders laid their hands on you.  Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.  Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere in them . . .”


—  I Timothy 4:13-16a				





I Timothy chapter 4 is one of those chapters in the Bible which spells out explicitly the responsibilities of the Office of the Ministry.  If you have been in my study at the church, you may have noticed that I have printed this chapter out on the computer and have it taped to the wall next to my desk as a constant reminder of what God has placed me here to do.  


This month marks the 2-year anniversary of my arrival here in North Dakota; July 23 marks the anniversary of my Installation as the pastor of St. Paul’s and St. Peter’s.  This is my 25th newsletter article.  There are times when I wonder how two years could have passed so quickly; and then there are times when it seems to me (and probably to some of you as well) that we’ve been together about twenty years.  


Much has changed in the two years I have been among you.  For myself, I notice that I have become somewhat more at ease in the work to which I have been Called.  It is only natural that, as I grow in knowledge and experience, I would become more comfortable as a pastor.  Some things get easier as you do them more. While preaching will never be particularly easy and the nervous sensations will never fully disappear—as I hear tell from pastors with much more experience than I have—I do have to say that it has become less of a struggle to write the sermons.  And while I still get butterflies in my stomach every time I get ready to visit someone in their home, the actual visit itself is not as nerve-wracking at it was right at the beginning of my ministry.  


And as a parish you have changed as well—or maybe it is my perception of you which has changed.  I can’t imagine that the game of musical pastors our parish has seemed to be playing has been a positive in how you relate to pastors.  However, as time has gone by I have seen you grow more comfortable with me.  You have grown accustomed to my idiosyncrasies.  You’re learning to tell me the things you think I need to know.  You have even learned these past two years how to take shorter naps to accommodate my shorter sermons!    


Of course, there are always going to be differences of opinion as to how things should be done.  It has always been that way since the unfortunate forbidden fruit incident in the Garden of Eden, and it will always be that way until the Lord brings us to perfect unity in His eternal kingdom at the end of time.  No two people think in exactly the same way, and it’s not always easy to trust that someone else who has an idea of how to do things—especially an upstart 27 year-old with little parish experience—is as committed to the church’s welfare as those who have been members all their lives.  With this is mind, it amazes me even more that we have not more often butted heads over what we believe is the right way to do things.


While I am not going to beat you over the heads and tell you to trust me, I would just like to take this opportunity to remind you of one of the vows I took at my Ordination and repeated at my Installation.  President Sincebaugh asked me, “Will you faithfully instruct both young and old in the chief articles of Christian doctrine; will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you; will you minister faithfully to the sick and dying; will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry, admonishing the people to a lively confidence in Christ and holy living?”  And I responded, “I will with the help of God.”  I assure you, I take this vow very seriously.  I promise you that I have the best interests of the parish at heart in what I say and do.  And as a brother in Christ, I ask you to trust that I have in mind the best interests of our parish.








In Christ’s abiding love,
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Pastor Kornacki





