The word is out!  It is on the loose; it travels fast and is presumed

dangerous. It has affected the lives of many. Who knows where it will stop

next? Be on the lookout. Everyone is advised to take proper precautions. If

it is spotted, you are advised to contact the authorities.

The Word is Jesus Christ. Word of him is amazing.

Even before Jesus was born, the word was getting around that strange things

were happening. It spread rapidly through the hill country of Judea.

Everyone was thrilled with the news of a boy whose birth had been so

unusual: a son born to parents who were so very old.  And God was with John,

whose own birth began to cause people to talk of things yet to come.

The word struck again; this time in the southern part of Judea, in the small

town of Bethlehem. Here shepherds reported a strange experience. The word

went rapidly through the area about all the things they had seen and

heard--word of a "Savior...Christ the Lord," whose birth was heralded by

angels, no less. Nobody else in the area saw it. Their word, while unusual,

causes a great stir among the people.

The word struck again. In this case, we don't know how it got started--or

when--but travelers from a faraway place arrived in search of a special

child, whom they believed was to be a special king. They had studied the

skies and were convinced from what they saw  that it would be worth the

journey. They brought gifts--expensive gifts--because they were convinced

that such a king was worthy of the honor.

The travelers supposed that this  king was to be found in Jerusalem among

the royal family. This was news to the reigning king!  It was troubling

news. He took the question to the religious authorities. The scholars

agreed: word was that Bethlehem would be the town.

King Herod asked if the travelers wouldn't mind bringing back any further

word...

The word is out!  

The Word, Jesus Christ, continues to affect the lives of people all around.

A change comes upon those who discover the good news of Jesus and what it

means to be forgiven by God, accepted by him, and ruled by him. They find

life. They find joy. They find peace.

The Word, Jesus Christ, is presumed dangerous by some. The ruling

authorities of our own time find word about Jesus to be troubling. Jesus is

controversial. His name is not welcome in the public realm--in schools, in

the courtroom--and even generic symbols relating to him are deemed

offensive. While all other religions are  welcomed by public "authorities,"

those who believe in Jesus are silenced by intimidating threats or ridicule.

The Word is out. From early on we discover that the word of Christ finds

either great acceptance or great rejection. There is hardly any middle

ground. Those who know Christ cannot help but speak of him; those who do not

know him will close their ears and work to oppose any more word of him.

The Word is out. It will always be out. God's will is that the Word be

active in you, received by you, and applied to your life. God wants you to

know his love for you as shown through his Son, Jesus Christ. It was Jesus'

perfect life that was exchanged for our imperfect life; it was his cursed

death on the cross that removed the curse  of death from us. The word brings

life, joy, peace.

The Word is out and is proclaimed by your life.

Share that Word with others; let them know the love and joy and peace that

is found in Jesus. Deplore the evils around you; turn from every evil

influence. Work to establish that which is good and right and just. Share in

the work of the Lord; let the Word be at work in you.

In him who loved us and called us to be his own,

Pastor Eric Zacharias

