The Message of the Cross

Crosses come in many varieties. You find them in every size and shape, crafted in metal or wood or plastic, suspended from chains or affixed to some object. 

You might see a cross dangling from the rear-view mirror of a car or from the neck of a famous person. As a Christian, do you feel that you can identify with the person displaying the cross?

Not necessarily. For some people, the cross is simply an ornament. Maybe it was given as a gift--so the cross is worn with that in mind. Or maybe the cross was selected because it looked good or fashionable. Maybe it serves as a “good luck” charm, knowing that there is some connection with God or a “higher power.”

Don’t get me wrong, I don’t mind seeing the cross. I’d like to believe that everyone who displayed a cross felt strongly about the message of the cross. 

In this time of Lent the cross of Jesus Christ has a way of standing out. It is the message of the cross that is important.

Does all who wear a cross know its message? Do all know the one who died upon that cross? Does all know why that person--Jesus Christ--died for them? It’s safe to say that not all who wear or display the cross know or care about Jesus--but wouldn’t it be great if they did!

At one time the cross stood for punishment, pain, and death. At a defined moment in history Jesus changed that forever. Jesus did suffer and die on the cross, and so the cross became the means by which God would redeem the world, buying his people out from the bondage of sin, death, and the power of the devil. 

That is why his church cannot help but focus on the cross. On the cross Christ showed the great love God has for us. God would not leave his people to muddle through life without hope, alone to face the immanent specter of death. Rather, God met all the forces that would keep us from meeting him. So the sinless Christ entered into a sinful humanity, encountered the temptations of Satan himself, and even experienced the torment of a cruel death to tear down the barriers that would keep us from knowing and loving and being with our God.

All who are baptized into Christ have been brought into Christ’s body (the church) and are called to speak the message of the cross to the world. It is God’s message of love and forgiveness that we share with one another; and together we rejoice at the eternal life we have in Jesus. 

Jesus calls you to “take up your cross” and follow him. As he took up his cross, Jesus emptied the cross of pain and made it a thing of promise.  By the cross he has given us new life -- and with this blessing we speak openly about the Giver and the gift. The cross calls us to receive the gifts he readily gives: faith, forgiveness, strength, a kingdom, an inheritance that can never be taken away.

At one time the cross stood for punishment, pain, and death; now, through Christ, the cross stands for the promise of peace and life through his name. 

Glory in the cross, and in his holy name!
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