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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who here likes being alone? Elijah thought he was all alone.

Message: Are you ever alone? Who is always with you? Is that a good thing? Why? How do you know He loves you?

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Kings 19:9-18, NIV) There he went into a cave and spent the night. And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu. Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.”

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s been said that the one who stands up for what’s right often stands alone

B. That’s how Elijah was feeling in today’s text

1. The king & queen were trying to kill him

2. He thought he was the only one left who worshipped the true God

C. But that statement, and Elijah’s feelings, are both wrong

1. Because when you stand for the truth

2. When you stand for the Word of God

3. Even if an entire nation stands against you

4. You do not stand alone

5. God stands with you

6. And God outnumbers any group who would stand against you

II. There he went into a cave and spent the night.

A. Remember when the Israelites turned against God in the desert?

1. Moses stood as intercessor on behalf of the people

2. He begged God to forgive them, just like Jesus

3. That was Elijah’s job, too

4. But instead, he went & hid on the same mountain, Mt. Sinai

B. And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

1. God let Elijah know that he wasn’t alone

2. And he asked Elijah what he was doing to get him to speak his mind

C. He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty.

1. Here’s a tip

a. When you talk to God, don’t talk about how good you’ve been

b. That’s like telling Bill Gates that you’re good at making money

2. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword.

a. Instead of standing up for Israel, Elijah gives God a list of their sins

b. He’s complaining about how ill-treated he is

c. How often do you do the same?

i. I work so hard and nobody appreciates it!

ii. I do everything to be a good wife, and he doesn’t even notice when I clean up his dirty socks!

iii. I work from dawn to dusk, and what thanks do I get?

3. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”

a. What’s Elijah saying here?

b. “God, all the work I’ve done as a prophet has been 100% fruitless!”

i. “God, I work so hard, and for what?!?”

ii. “God, I worked the land, and the crop was lousy!”

iii. “God, I busted my hump at work, and someone else got the promotion!”

iv. “God, I gave up 18 years of my life, and that kid is worthless!”

c. But what’s Elijah really saying here?

d. “God, everything You’ve done since Moses stood here centuries ago has been for nothing!”

i. “God, You wasted Your time!”

ii. “God, You don’t have control!”

III. The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

A. Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.

1. That’s where you’d expect to see God, right?

2. Power, majesty, sovereignty

3. But that’s not where we’re to look for God

B. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.

1. We call these things “Acts of God”

2. This is what Elijah was hoping for

3. But that’s not God’s will

C. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire.

1. You see, punishment is not how God responds to sin

2. Sometimes, He needs to discipline us to bring us back to Him

3. But God would much rather respond with mercy

D. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.

1. That is how God answers us

2. With His Word

3. And it was Elijah’s job to take that Word to the people

4. It’s our job to speak the truth in love to the people in our lives

IV. When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

A. Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

1. Sound familiar?

2. God was giving Elijah a chance to rephrase his answer.

3. How did Elijah do? About as well as we usually do.

B. He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.”

1. Just like us, Elijah is “thick as a brick”

2. He didn’t get it

3. So often, God speaks to us, and we ignore Him

4. “Sorry, God, that’s not the answer I’m looking for. Try again.”

5. It’s the same response as modern Judaism: “Sorry, God, but Your Messiah isn’t good enough. Try again.”

6. It’s the same response we have when God brings people into our lives to share the Gospel: “Sorry, God, You’ll have to make the opportunity clearer and easier.”

V. The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus.

A. God responds by saying, "Get back to work and quit your whining!" (Although a bit nicer!)

1. He's not going to let Elijah sit around and feel sorry for himself

a. It's unnecessary

b. There's still work to be done

2. God wants us to do the same

a. He’s put you into a particular place at a particular time

b. He’s given you certain skills and resources

c. Your job is simply to do what He asks of you

B. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel,

1. Both Hazael and Jehu would be violent rulers, killing many people

2. This was God’s way of showing Elijah that He would do what’s necessary to bring His people back to Him

3. But Elijah was apparently more interested in the next part, because he never *did* anoint Hazael & Jehu

4. Elisha did, which brings us to the next command

C. and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet.

1. God even shows Elijah the light at the end of the tunnel

a. Not only is Elijah not alone

b. He will soon be retiring

c. And if he knew the glory that awaited him (Elijah was one of two people in history that never died), he wouldn’t be moping now

2. That same glory awaits us

a. We have the assurance of the resurrection

b. Just as Jesus rose in victory on Easter morning

c. So will we on the last day!

d. What are we complaining about?

D. Jehu will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who escape the sword of Jehu.

1. But Elishah’s sword was the Word of God

2. He’d use it to cut the idolatry out of peoples’ hearts and bring them back to God

3. But Elijah was, for the time being, still on the job

a. Retirement is fine for the place you make your money

b. But you don’t retire from being a soldier in the Army of the Lord until He transfers your membership to the Church Triumphant

i. Too many times, I’ve heard, “I did my work for the church when I was younger—time for someone else to take over.”

ii. But as long as you’re in this world, God has work for you to do

iii. Young or old, we’re all the Body of Christ

iv. And even if your hearing is going, you can still listen to God’s call

v. Plenty of time for rest when your work is done

E. Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.”

1. Wake up, Elijah! You’re not alone!

a. There were still 7,000 people in Israel who were faithful

b. That may not seem like a lot: about the population of Delaware County

2. But God has promised to preserve that remnant

a. He’s still the primary worker, and He won’t stop when we do

b. When only a few were left, He sent Elijah & Elisha to preach to them

c. When only about 13% of Delaware County knows Christ, He has sent you to tell them

d. And when you feel like you’re all alone and the job is impossibly tough

i. Know that the main job has already been done

ii. God has already won the war for you

iii. He won by sending His Son, Jesus, to die for you, defeating sin, death, and the devil

iv. So we don’t have to fight

v. All that’s left for us is to proclaim the victory

1. Through the cross, God has won!

2. Through the cross, your sins are forgiven

3. And through the cross, you are never alone in Jesus’ name. Amen!

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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