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What do you have?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Peter 3:15-22, NIV) But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also-- not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience towards God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand--with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A woman, who spoke to as many as possible about Jesus, once began witnessing to a wooden Indian in front of the little drugstore. When she was told how ridiculous that looked, she answered, My eyesight isn't as good as it used to be, and I guess that's why I made this mistake. But this isn't nearly as bad as the wooden Christians, who don't speak to anyone about Jesus.

A. Peter tells us to be prepared

II. Be ready to tell your hope

A. Many people don't know that salvation is a free gift

B. They think we're going to church to earn our way to heaven

C. It's up to us to let them know the real reason

III. Live as you speak: Make Christ the focus of everything you say/do

A. Be well for you

1. People will respect your integrity

2. They will envy your hope

B. Be well for God

1. As Christians, we reflect God

2. People want to know what we believe, they look at how we act

3. We can show them that, while God isn't a wimp, He's loving & forgiving

4. Best way is to demonstrate

5. Remember that actions alone won't save: need to know the reason

IV. Don't speak as the dead

A. No longer dead

1. We were born dead in sin, unable to save ourselves

2. Can't even believe on our own

3. Lost cause

B. Dead part of us was washed away in Baptism

1. Death was reversed

2. Through the washing of Baptism, we were given faith

3. Just as the dead world was killed in the flood, so our dead souls were killed, leaving a God-fearing man

C. We have been raised to a new life

1. Just as Jesus died, so our sin died with Him

2. We are baptized into His death

3. Just as He rose with a perfect body, so are we made perfect again & again

4. Confession gives a fresh start

D. Each day, we kill the dead part of us like picking off dead leaves

1. Every morning, we need to start fresh

2. Remove anything that would drag us away from God & His will

3. Give us a fresh start

V. Speak to the dead

A. Many still cling to their dead souls

1. If you've always been separated, you don't know what you're missing

2. They'll find out, and there's 2 ways to find out

a. Experience the ultimate separation

b. Witness it done to others

c. Better them than us

d. Best not them either

B. The Word can bring them to life

1. We carry with us a cure for death

2. Our responsibility & honor to share that cure

3. Work it into conversation

4. Be bold—don't be afraid to share your hope

5. If you had a good stock tip or tried a good restaurant, you'd tell people

6. The Gospel is so much better

VI. Conclusion

Dwight L. Moody once said that his favorite picture was of a girl clinging to a cross shaped rock in the midst of the storm-tossed sea. Clinging tightly with both hands she was saved.
Another picture was found that made this first seem almost meaningless by comparison. The picture was almost the same: the same girl, the same storm-tossed sea, the same rugged, cross like rock. But now the girl clung to the rock with only one hand and with the other reached out to save another from the sea. This is witnessing. This is sharing Christ today: clinging to Christ's Word tightly and sharing it freely that all may bear and by Gods grace believe and live.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Medicine Bottle

Message: If you had a pill to cure a disease & you saw someone with the disease, would you give it to them? You have that pill.
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