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Children’s Sermon

Object: Ever said, “It’s not fair!”?

Message: People in today’s lesson thought they didn’t have as much as other people. We all have special blessings from God. How has God blessed you/what can you thank God for? What’s the best blessing God ever gave you?

Title

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 1:1-7, NIV) Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Bible is a unique gift

1. Book written by over 30 different people

a. Shepherds, fishermen, kings, priests, tentmakers, farmers, etc.

b. From various parts of Israel, Babylon, Greece, Egypt, etc.

c. Written in 3 different languages: Hebrew, Greek, and a little Aramaic

2. 1500+ year period of time

3. Historical accounts, letters, poetry, wisdom literature, prophetic messages

B. None of it is factually incorrect & there’s no disagreement among the parts

1. Completely true

2. The epitome of truth: the Truth by which all other truths are judged

3. So much so, that even the introductions to the letters have deep meaning and significance

a. Not just for the people, in this case, in 1st C. Corinth

b. For all people of all time

II. Paul,

A. called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus

1. This phrase alone is loaded

2. Paul is not addressing them (& us) based on his own credentials

a. Not a bunch of initials after his name: MD, Ph.D., etc.

b. Not “the guy who did so & so for you”

c. Not “The famous evangelist”

3. His credential is God’s calling

a. Same credential even simple country pastors have

b. Because evangelists & pastors don’t speak based on their own credentials

c. Our opinions and ideas aren’t worth getting up on a Sunday morning for

d. The Word of God is another matter

e. That’s why Lutheran pastors wear these clothes

i. Black shirt represents my sin: my heart is as black as anyone else’s

ii. White robe represents the righteousness of Christ we’ve been given: covered our sin

iii. White tab is over the voice box

1. Even though I’m a lousy sinner

2. I’ve been given the Word of God to preach to you

3. That Word of God is 100% pure and clean

4. The calling and the message are gifts of God

B. by the will of God,

1. A gift Paul repeatedly mentions

2. He was the most unlikely apostle ever

a. Before God called Him, He was a murderer

b. Made a living out of hunting down Christians and having them killed

c. Now you see why he didn’t rest on his credentials!

3. God chose Paul

a. Why? Did he deserve God’s call?

b. Of course not: he was a murderer

c. He was as bad a sinner as you or me

d. Purely out of God’s perfect grace, same reason He chose us to be His children

C. and our brother Sosthenes,

1. In Acts 18:17, we’re told Sosthenes was the leader of the Synagogue in Corinth

a. Because of Paul’s teachings, he & the Jews tried to have Paul arrested

b. Sosthenes ended up getting beaten by the Jews: either a mix-up or anger because Sosthenes’ idea didn’t work

2. Now, we find Sosthenes with Paul

a. Not sure how it happened

b. Details aren’t important

c. Sosthenes heard Paul preach the Gospel, & the Holy Spirit created faith in his heart through that Word

d. What a gift to have God change your enemies to friends through faith in Christ

III. To the church of God in Corinth,

A. to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be holy,

1. Sanctified: Be made holy

a. We’re not holy (perfect) like God

b. Through faith in Jesus and His death for us on the cross, we are

2. Paul emphasizes another gift

a. If we are perfect in Christ

b. We need no longer live against God’s will

c. We are free to serve God: to live holy lives

B. together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ--their Lord and ours:

1. Not just true of the church in Corinth

2. True of all people who have faith in Christ

3. The gift was given to all people

IV. Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

A. This is the greatest gift, summed up in a simple statement

B. We have grace & peace from God

1. Grace: undeserved love

2. Peace: wholeness, not lacking anything

3. What greater gifts could we have?

a. Sound good, but there’s more to it

b. How God has given us His grace & peace is the key

i. We don’t lead holy lives

ii. We’re like the Corinthians

1. We have many gifts, but we usually don’t use them to God’s glory

2. Think of the things that you do best: what are you good at?

1. How do you use that ability?

2. For the glory of God?

3. For yourself?

iii. So God sent us a greater gift

1. The Lord, Jesus Christ

2. Through Him, we have grace & peace

3. Because He alone led a holy life and died for our unholiness

4. Gave us His holiness, which in turn gives us eternal life

V. I always thank God for you

A. because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus.

1. Remember, this grace is a gift

2. We don’t deserve it, but we have it nonetheless

3. That’s what makes it grace: undeserved

B. For in him you have been enriched in every way-

1. in all your speaking and in all your knowledge because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you.

a. Remember, that’s why we have the church

b. To testify to Christ

c. To express the message of free salvation in Jesus

2. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed.

a. Paul is, of course, absolutely right

b. No matter how bad off you are, you truly lack nothing

c. You have the greatest gift of all

i. Restoration to God

ii. Forgiveness of all your sin

iii. Eternal life with God in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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