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It Doesn’t Make Sense!!!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 1:22-25, NIV) Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. It’s been said that there are 2 kinds of people

1. Those who categorize people

2. Those who don’t

II. Paul talks about the 2 kinds of people he knows

A. Jews

1. Had demanded signs for Jesus

a. Jesus gave them the sign of Jonah

b. Came out of the earth 3 days later

c. That wasn’t good enough for them

2. They were looking for a different kind of power

a. Political power

b. Power over life & death didn’t impress them

B. Greeks

1. Always looking for wisdom

a. Chased after Socrates, Plato, others

b. Doesn’t look good to have your hero hanging dead on a cross

2. They were looking for someone with all the answers

a. Jesus has the answers we seek

b. They didn’t like the answers He had

III. Christ Crucified

A. Stumbling block to the Jews

1. The wanted to see power

a. Come in and stomp all over the Romans

b. Do what they wanted Him to do

2. We stumble, too

a. Easy to look to the empty tomb

i. There we can see the victory

ii. There, we see the conquering hero

b. Harder to look to the cross

i. A couple years ago, a bishop in Canada wanted to remove the cross as the symbol of Christianity

1. Said it was too morbid

2. Wanted something happy like an egg

ii. The cross is the victory

1. On the cross, He said, “It is completed”

2. The cross is where our sins were forgiven

3. You can’t have Easter Sunday without Good Friday

4. Both important, but once Good Friday happened, Easter was the inevitable outcome

1. Like rolling a ball up a hill

2. It will roll down again

B. Foolishness to the Greeks

1. They wanted Him to tell them what to do to earn their salvation

a. His message: Wrong question

b. You don’t have to do anything to be saved

c. That’s why it’s called “Salvation”

2. Seems like foolishness to us, too

a. We hear “To each his own”

i. Sounds good

ii. Keeps us out of trouble

b. “Live and let live” in this case, is impossible

i. If someone is dying in their sin

ii. If you don’t tell that person about Jesus

iii. You are guilty of murdering that soul

IV. Christ

A. Is the Power of God

1. Weakness is stronger than our strength

a. Our strength just doesn’t hold up

i. Not talkign about Jesus’ ability to calm the storms or cast out demons

ii. Our ability to stand up to temptation is, frankly, pathetic

b. Jesus took a stand

i. Resisted temptation on every count

ii. Had the strength to allow Himself to be killed

iii. Has the power to forgive our sins

iv. Only God can deliberately die in order to win the victory

B. Is the Wisdom of God

1. Wiser than our foolishness

a. Not only do we turn from God to sin

b. We turn from God’s forgiveness

c. We get hung up on our sin

d. But God, in His wisdom, has chosen to forgive us

V. Conclusion

A. Sometimes, it’s hard to understand God

1. His ways are over our heads

2. When we are stuck in sin, He has the power to get us out

3. Once we’re out and repentant, He has the wisdom to forgive us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Race to a certain point

Message: Don’t run. “I win.” Forgot to tell you that the winner is the one who doesn’t make it. With Jesus, He won by dying for us.

Lesson Summary

This series points to God's guidance of His followers through His Word. The Old Testament Lesson presents the Ten Commandments, a guide to serving God, the expression of love for Him and others. In the Epistle, we are taught that although unbelievers reject Christ, He is our hope and salvation. In the Gospel, Jesus cleanses the Temple, reminding the leaders of their apostasy, calls for faithfulness and gives the sign of the temple's rebuilding.

Preservice Lesson

“I am the Lord, Your God, who brought you out of Egypt.”
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