Dale Critchley
11/29/05

Faithful Gifts

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 1:3-9) Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I always thank God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way--in all your speaking and in all your knowledge-- because our testimony about Christ was confirmed in you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There are certain things you just don’t want to do

1. Realizing you’re wrong halfway through an argument and having to stop and apologize

2. Calling someone you know is angry with you in order to make amends

3. Confronting someone who is in sin and in need of repentance

B. As we look at St. Paul’s letters to the various churches, they must have been very difficult to write

1. Because every one of them has some kind of reprimand

2. As an apostle of Christ, Paul had the responsibility to confront sin

3. And his letters to the Corinthian church were no exception

C. And yet, reprimand comes in love

1. When someone is in sin, it’s appropriate to reprimand that sin

2. Because sin is toxic to the soul

3. So every Christian has a responsibility to other Christians to confront sin

4. Of course, we need to be ready to be reprimanded at the same time and receive that criticism in the loving spirit in which it’s intended

D. So thus Paul begins his reprimand to the Corinthians,

1. But he doesn’t begin with harshness

2. But rather, with thankfulness

a) Not for the people’s good works

b) But for God’s blessings on these people he so dearly loves in spite of their sin

II. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.

A. This apostle, called by God, speaks to these sinners with words of love and peace

B. Because he is God’s representative

C. So he speaks on God’s behalf

1. Corinth was a very pagan and immoral city

2. And that immorality was permeating the Corinthian church

a) All different kinds of sexual immorality were being accepted

b) They were divisive

c) Some even denied the resurrection

3. So what message does God have for these damnable sinners?

a) Grace and peace

b) It doesn’t make sense

c) But that’s just the way God works

d) He usually doesn’t make sense to us

e) But He always blesses us

f) And I’ll take grace and peace over “makes sense” any day

(1) “Makes sense” would not be good for the Corinthians

(2) Nor would it be good for you and me

III. I thank my God always about you about the grace of God given to you in Christ Jesus,

A. How can Paul thank God for such sinful people?

B. He explains: He is thankful for God’s grace

1. It’s God’s undeserved love in Christ that gives us reason to thank God

2. It’s God’s forgiveness for and in spite of our sin that gives us reason to thank Him

3. It’s Christ Himself, Whose coming we celebrate this Advent season, Who gives us reason to thank God

4. Because He has indeed come to save both the Corinthians and us

C. So even in the face of sin, God gives us reason to give thanks

D. Because in the face of God, we find freedom from sin

IV. that in everything you were made rich in Him in all speech and in all knowledge,

A. In spite of our sin, God has given us blessing after blessing

B. Even when we tend to worship the gifts instead of the Giver

1. This time of focus on God’s greatest gift, it’s difficult to lift our eyes from our shopping lists

2. This time of focus on the Son of God, we have a hard time squeezing Him in between visits with our sons and daughters, parents and grandparents

C. Yet He still blesses us

1. He has given us His Word, and through it insights into the mind and heart of God Himself

2. And through that same Word, He gives the priceless gift of faith

3. And through faith, He gives nothing less than eternal life in glory and joy

V. even as the witness of Christ was established in you.

A. It’s through this knowledge of God’s love in Christ that God works faith

B. And it’s through this faith that God provides a witness

1. By remaking you in the image of His Son

2. God gives you the Love and the Word to take to the world

3. And through that message and that love, God brings others to the same faith and eternal life

4. It’s through that witness that St. Paul’s in Delaware will celebrate its 125th Christmas this year

5. It’s through that witness that you are here tonight

6. It’s through that witness that anyone knows Christ today at all

7. And it’s through that witness that others will know Christ tomorrow

VI. So that you are certainly not lacking any gift, awaiting the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A. If you have the good news of Jesus Christ on the cross for you

B. And if you have faith in that good news

C. Then you lack nothing

1. Even if, like Job, you lose all you call yours, including possessions and family and health,

2. You still lack nothing

3. You are richer than the richest man with the best marriage, a limitless bank account, and the best health

4. Because “what does it profit a man if he gain the whole world but forfeits his soul?”

5. Without Christ, it’s all meaningless junk

D. But in Christ, it’s the joy of a loving, merciful God

1. Knowing God’s love for us, we can rejoice in His gifts

2. Or rather, rejoice in Him Who gives us all good gifts

a) Toys will break or be outdated tomorrow,

b) But you have limitless riches in heaven

c) Marriage and family get torn apart by anger, division, or death

d) But you have inherited eternal life and perfect unity with your brothers and sisters in Christ

VII. Who will establish you until the end, blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A. The word “establish” here is literally, “Cause you to stand”

B. Since God gives and upholds faith, you don’t have to worry about sustaining your faith under your own power

C. St. Paul said to the Corinthians, “I can do all things through Him—through Christ—Who gives me strength.”

1. Not, “I’m so strong so I can do all things.”

2. Not “I’m so strong that there’s anything I can do by myself.”

3. Apart from Christ, you can do nothing.

4. But in Christ, God causes us to stand firm in the faith

5. He holds us up just as He will raise us up to eternal life at the Final Resurrection

VIII. God is faithful, through Whom you were called into the assembly of His Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

A. Even though we don’t always stand firm, God does

B. He is faithful

1. He proved that beyond a doubt when He kept His promise to send His Son to endure death and hell for us

2. And you can be sure that He will remain faithful to you forever.

3. In the words of St. Jude: “God can guard you so that you don’t fall and so that you can be full of joy as you stand in his glorious presence without fault.”

4. Of this, the removal of your sin and the assurance of salvation, you can be sure in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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