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Children’s Sermon

Object:What’s at the bottom of every house? (Foundation) What is the foundation usually made of?

Message:God’s Word is the foundation of the church, God’s people. It keeps us from getting blown away from His truth. What is the most important teaching in God’s Word? †

Confession of St. Peter

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 10:1-5) For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When they built the Brooklyn bridge, which was completed in 1883, the most daunting task was laying the foundations

1. It took 3 years, and 20 men died in the process

2. Yet without those deep solid foundations, the bridge would have never lasted

B. Jesus had a similarly daunting task: laying the foundations for the Christian church

1. Many more people died in that process

2. And He used the most unlikely material

3. He used sinful men, like Peter, whose confession we remember today

4. And He used prophets like Moses, of whom Paul reminds us in today’s text

II. For I do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all went through the sea,

A. Old Testament Israel was God’s chosen people

1. But they weren’t chosen by Him because they were better or nicer or more obedient

2. They were chosen purely by His grace (undeserved love)

B. And He saved them from slavery to Egypt

1. They didn’t get out by their own works

2. They didn’t build a dam to part the Red Sea

3. Israel didn’t do anything

4. God did it—He did everything
5. He sent a mediator—Moses—to free them by God’s power

C. And so it is with you

1. Slavery to sin is much worse

2. But God did everything with that, too

3. He sent a Mediator for you, too—Jesus—Who freed you by God’s power

III. and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud & in the sea.

A. St. Paul paints a beautiful image for us here

B. He compares Baptism with the parting of the Red Sea

1. And of course, it’s a very fitting image

a) The cloud He speaks of is the presence of God that led them through the wilderness

b) And the water was the parted sea, where the evil Pharaoh and His army were destroyed, leaving only God’s people

c) What is Baptism?

(1) God’s presence,

(2) water,

(3) the salvation of God’s people,

(4) and the destruction of God’s enemies

2. And these people were the foundation of the Christian church

IV. And all ate the same spiritual food,

A. This is not a reference to the Lord’s Supper

B. But rather, Paul speaks here of the faith of the Israelites

1. Many people think that the Old Testament people were saved by works (sacrifices), and the New Testament people are saved by faith.

2. But Paul here tells us that they had the same spiritual sustenance: faith through God’s Word

a) They were saved by God’s grace through faith in the promised Messiah

b) You are saved by God’s grace through faith in the promised Messiah Who has already fulfilled the promise

C. But at the same time, the parallel with the Israelites and our Word and Sacrament ministry is unavoidable

1. God provided manna for them in the wilderness to give them life

2. And in the Lord’s Supper, Jesus provides you His very body and blood in your “wilderness,” whatever form it may take in your life, to give you life

3. And the life He gives you lasts forever.

V. and all were drinking from the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock, but the Rock was Christ.

A. Like the Israelites, you can’t sustain yourself

1. You have wandered from God, grumbling and complaining

2. You pursue your own selfish interests instead of seeking God’s will

3. You’re complacent with where you are instead of seeking the promised land.

B. And yet, Christ provides for you

1. We’ve already seen a reference to the bread in the Lord’s Supper—here we have a reference to the wine—drinking from Christ

2. Through the Supper, He provides what you need most: forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation

C. And that rock they drank from, Paul tells us, is Christ

1. They rested on the assurance of His coming

2. They rested on the truth of the ministry and confession of St. Peter, that Jesus is in fact the Christ

3. That He came to save us all, both the Old Testament people and the New, including you

VI. But with most of them, God was not pleased, for they were overthrown by the wilderness.

A. God blessed the people of Israel as they wandered through the desert

1. He was present with them through the cloud

2. He saved them from Egypt

3. He gave them food and water to provide for them

4. And He led them to the promised land

5. But that wasn’t enough for them

6. And when they turned their backs on God and refused the promised land, they didn’t get to go in

B. But those with faith entered in

1. Joshua and Caleb laid the foundation for Israel’s future

2. Peter and the other apostles were the foundation for you

3. And you are the foundation for the future of the church

a) We live in a world where church leaders have sold out to society

b) Christian churches have woman pastors, gay pastors, and even atheist pastors

c) Christian churches have dismissed God’s Word as man’s ideas and faulty history

d) Christian churches pay to have their pastors’ children aborted

4. But while the future of our congregation and the Christian church as a whole rests greatly on your shoulders,

a) You need not bear that burden

b) Christ has born that burden for you

c) He assured Peter that the gates of hell would not prevail against His church

d) And you can be sure of that

(1) Because Jesus died for you and rose from the grave

(2) In doing so, He assured your salvation

(3) Just as He saved Israel from Egypt

(4) He saved you from your sin

e) And in the spiritual food and drink of the Word and Sacraments, He has given you faith to eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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