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One Body

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 10:16,17, NIV) Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction: Time of year again

A. Rabbits & eggs

B. Johnny Hart’s BC comics

1. (Transparency)

2. Jesus’ blood washes away our stains of sin

3. Leaves us white as snow

II. Because of Jesus, we have been set free from sin

A. No longer have to be divided from God

B. No longer have to be divided from each other

III. Too often, we’re still divided

IV. But we are part of the Body of Christ

A. We are joined together with Him for eternity

1. We take Him into us

2. We become one flesh with Him

B. Because we are all joined to Him, we are joined to each other

1. Foundation for marriages

a. Love each other as Jesus loves you

b. Become one with each other by the grace of Jesus

2. Foundation for friendships

a. Treat our friends as Jesus treated us

b. Be willing to do anything to save them

c. Even be willing to lose the friendship by taking a chance on saving them

3. Foundation for church fellowship

a. Need to be one body

b. Remove that which divides us

c. Through sharing God’s Word, come to agreement on Doctrine

d. Can’t just push it under the table: divisions must be resolved

C. One day, all will be resolved

1. The same body we eat was killed on the cross

2. The same blood we drink was shed for us

a. It’s really there for us

b. Means He’s really here for us

c. As real as a hand to hold or a shoulder to cry on

V. Conclusion: Welcome to the Lord’s table

A. A table set before His betrayal

B. Set for us

C. Take away our sins as surely as it was shed for us for the forgiveness of our sins

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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