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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who’s your favorite superhero? What can they do?

Message: Superheroes are cool because they save people. Has Jesus done anything like that?

Baptized into Moses

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 10:1-13, NKJV) Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A small child had hand stuck in a very expensive vase. Parents pulled to try to get his hand free, but nothing worked. Finally, they broke the vase & found his hand clenched in a fist, holding a dime. If he’d released the dime, his hand would’ve come out easily.

II. Our fathers were baptized into Moses.

A. Moses was what we call a “type” of Christ

1. Through his life, he showed Israel what the promised Messiah would be like

2. Most think of Moses as the bringer of the Law

3. Even Luther often spoke of him that way

4. I’ll challenge that & call Moses the Savior of the Israelites

B. Moses was sent by God to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt

1. They were enslaved for 400 years

2. Long time to wait to be set free

3. They did get freedom

a. True to form for God

b. Sends someone to free them: typical way for God to bring salvation

c. That savior acts on God’s behalf & with God’s power to save

C. Paul tells us they were baptized in the cloud & in the sea

1. To understand this statement, we have to ask, “What is baptism?”

a. Salvation through Water & God’s Word

b. He has promised to be present with us through our baptism

2. The Israelites weren’t baptized the way we think of baptism: for the forgiveness of sins

a. They were saved by God, who brought them through the water when Moses parted the Red Sea & freed them from slavery in Egypt

b. He was present with them in the pillar of cloud & fire

i. This was not a symbolic presence

ii. God didn’t say, “The cloud represents my presence”

iii. He promised to be with them in the pillar

iv. Isn’t God everywhere?

v. Yes, but He was present with them in a sacramental way in the cloud

1. Just as He’s with us through the Word, Baptism, & the Lord’s Supper

2. Special presence greater than just His omnipresence
3. Much like Jesus being Immanuel
III. They ate & drank from Christ.

A. Again, Paul gives us a sacramental reference (presence of Christ)

1. Bread from heaven (Manna) fed the Israelites while they were in the wilderness, heading toward the promised land

2. Bread from heaven (Jesus) feeds our souls while we are in this wilderness of sin heading for the promised land of heaven

B. Jesus is both the source & the food itself

1. He sent the food, manna & water as well as bread & wine

2. He himself is the food in the Lord’s Supper

IV. Don’t be idolaters, immoral, or grumble.

A. That’s what the Israelites did

1. How can we, after all He’s done for us, turn against Him?

2. They complained about the food, the atmosphere, and the accommodations, which were all given for free

B. We are no different

1. Worship false gods: money, status, popularity, even family

2. Sell our bodies, some to sexual immorality, others to other physical pleasures that poison our stomachs & lungs

3. Have you ever grumbled about your life

a. Complained about others having it better?

b. Worry more about what you deserve than what God has graciously given you?

V. They did that & were destroyed.

A. God sent earthquakes & poisonous snakes to deal with the Israelites

B. Showed them how severe sin is

VI. They were an example for us.

A. God showed that sin is not to be taken lightly

B. He is still a holy & perfect God

C. We are still poor, miserable sinners

VII. If you think you stand, watch out lest you fall.

A. Easy to say, “I haven’t worshipped false gods or cheated on my spouse.”

B. The closer you are to God, the more the devil & your own sinful flesh will try to pull you away

C. Only by God’s grace that we can be close to Him

D. Only by the Holy Spirit creating & sustaining faith in us that we can resist temptation at all

E. A few weeks ago, I had an opportunity to cheat someone out of some money

1. They’d’ve never found out

2. I almost gave in

3. I felt pretty good about resisting temptation at the last second (took a while)

4. Then I realized that I can’t take the credit: it was the Holy Spirit in me

VIII. God will not give you more temptation than you can take.

A. Often misunderstood

1. “God won’t give me a situation I can’t handle.”

2. That’s subjective

3. He’s promised to be with us, and He will carry us through the hard times

B. This verse specifically refers to resisting temptation to sin

1. We are weak people

2. We live in a harsh, sinful world

3. We find ourselves in tight spots

4. When we’re faced with temptation, what do we do?

a. Sometimes say, WWJD?

i. Much of the trouble we get in is because of our own sin

ii. Jesus is perfect, so he wouldn’t be in that jam

b. Sometimes feel trapped:

i. I had to do it, even though it’s wrong.

ii. I had no choice!

c. There’s always a choice.

IX. He provides a way out.

A. There is no situation so bad that we can’t fix it by doing the right thing

1. God provides the right thing

2. Doesn’t always seem like the best thing to do

3. It’s always right

a. God’s never wrong

b. God doesn’t lie

4. Might not seem like the best idea

5. God’s way is always the best way

B. There is no situation so bad that God can’t fix it by doing the right thing

1. Even though we constantly turn away from God

a. Even though we prostitute ourselves to the world, the devil, and our sinful flesh

b. Even though we grumble about a world that’s only bad because of our own sin

2. He sent us a way out of sin

a. He sent the One Who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life

b. He sent His eternal Son to become a man

c. This man, Jesus the Christ, took our sins on Himself

d. Took those sins to a wooden cross

e. Just as God saved the Israelites from slavery in Egypt through Moses

f. God saved us from slavery in sin through Jesus

g. That is why we are baptized into His death

h. That is why, in the Lord’s Supper, we proclaim His death until He comes

i. Through His death that we have eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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