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He Gave Thanks

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 11:24-26, NKJV) and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In certain circles, the Lord’s Supper is called “The Eucharist”

1. Term means “thanksgiving”

2. Refers to Jesus giving thanks at the beginning of this part of the meal

3. Also refers to our thankfulness for the forgiveness of sins He gives us through the Supper

II. He gave thanks

A. What did Jesus have to be thankful for?

1. First of all, for the food on their table & all the material blessings

2. Here, He sets an example for us

3. What was coming that night would give us all reason to be thankful

B. Probably worded something like, “Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the Universe, for You give us bread.”

1. Emphasizes that God is ruler over all

2. That He’s involved in each of our lives

3. God is personally active with us

III. Broke it: This is My Body which is for you

A. Here, a miracle occurred

B. While still reclining there, by His Word, Jesus’ body becomes part of the bread

1. We don’t understand how He did this

2. Nor do we understand how He does it today

3. He said, “This is My Body,” and for Jesus, all things are possible

4. We don’t understand, just believe

C. So the bread was broken

1. Tangible sign of the coming events

2. This same body would soon be broken

a. No bones were broken

b. Broken in the sense that it ceased to function

c. He’d soon be beaten, bruised, mocked & pierced

d. He’d do it all for us to fulfill the promise of salvation

IV. Do this in remembrance of me

A. Not just a memorial meal

1. Memorials are for the dead

2. Jesus isn’t dead

3. He’s more alive than we are

B. At the same time, we do remember His death

1. Through His death, our sins are forgiven

2. Can’t be saved from death if you’re still in your sins

V. This cup is the new covenant in my blood

A. Covenant is a contract

1. God’s covenants are usually one-sided

2. He makes a promise, and it’s unconditional

3. Generally, God’s covenants were sealed with blood

B. The old covenant was forgiveness of sins through the sacrifice of animals

1. Not like most religions: Sacrifice to appease the gods

2. Our God said, “Your sins will be forgiven through the shedding of blood. I will provide the animal as a substitute for you.”

C. New covenant is forgiveness of sins through the sacrifice of the Son of God

1. His blood shed on the cross paid for our sins

2. The Lord’s Supper is the signature on the contract

3. If the wine just symbolized Jesus’ blood, the contract wouldn’t be valid

4. It’d be like signing in pencil

5. Scripture assures us that the covenant is indeed valid & Jesus’ blood is indeed present

6. The presence of that blood is our assurance that our sins are paid for by that same blood

VI. Do this in remembrance of me

A. Remember what?

B. Remember that Jesus’ blood has covered our sins, washed them away completely

C. Remember that we are going to live forever with Jesus because He bought eternal life for us on the cross

VII. As often as you eat & drink, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes

A. If He’s present, why are we waiting for Him to come?

1. Jesus really is there in the Supper, yet we wait for Him to come back

2. Biblical motif called “The now & the not yet”

a. Our sins are gone, yet we still sin, but God will remove them more completely on the last day

b. Jesus is with us in Word & Sacrament, but He’ll be with us in a greater way on the last day

B. So we proclaim the Lord’s death through the sacrament

1. Sacrament is all Gospel: God’s doing all the doing

2. We just receive the gifts: Forgiveness of sins, life, & salvation

3. The supper shows how He paid for those gifts

a. By allowing His Body to be broken

b. By pouring out His blood for us

c. And He did it for you, so you are saved in Jesus’ name. Amen!

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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