Rev. Dale Critchley:    ,  


Twister® is no fun alone

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 12:12-21, NIV) The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. Now the body is not made up of one part but of many. If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, but one body. The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, “I don’t need you!”…If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This Sunday is “Sanctity of Human Life Sunday”

1. Normally focuses on issues like abortion & euthanasia

2. Both very important topics, both are, in most cases, rejection of seeing human life as a gift

3. Both are sin

B. Sanctity of human life extends beyond life & death issues

1. Important as they are, they’re not something we encounter on a daily basis

2. It’s one thing to care about someone dying

3. What about those whose lives are not in immediate danger?

4. Easy to forget about them

II. As the body is one made of many, so is Christ.

A. Each of us is made of parts

1. Spleen, arms, legs, brain, other stuff

2. Even those organs & limbs are made of cells, molecules & atoms

3. We are plural, yet we are one

B. So is it with the Body of Christ, the church

1. Lots of different parts to this body

a) Each is different

(1) Sunday School Teachers, officers, elders, trustees, etc.

(2) Those who cook food & set up tables

(3) Those who reach out in love when someone’s in need

(4) Those who’re on the dependent end, providing a means by which we may serve God: the poor, the alone, the hurting, the grieving, etc.

b) Each is necessary

(1) Imagine preparing a meal & nobody shows up to eat it

(2) Imagine preparing music & nobody shows up to hear it or join in

III. We were all baptized by the same Spirit.

A. We all have the same faith in the same God

1. We’ve been blessed with a rich tradition of doctrine

2. Those in Sunday morning Bible class have seen some of that tradition

3. Together, we stand with a lot to point to to show how God has blessed us

B. Jesus died for every one of us

1. Because of His sacrifice for us, we are all kings

2. Consequently, shouldn’t we be treating each other with respect

3. We’re quick to stand up for the unborn, but once the baby’s born, we forget them

a) Sure, we like babies

b) Just not noisy kids

c) Or young people who rock the boat

d) Or old people who like tradition

e) Or anyone who’s different from us or has different needs

IV. The body is not one, but many.

A. If we were all Sunday School teachers, who’d be taught?

B. You know the proverb about too many cooks

C. We need to recognize each soul’s value

1. Not because we have some kind of intrinsic value

a) We’re all sinners

b) Any value we had was destroyed by sin

c) We’re about as useful as a hot dish that’s sat out all afternoon

(1) Started out good

(2) Now totally ruined

2. Because Jesus died for us

a) We’re valuable because of the price paid for us

b) God thinks we’re worth it

(1) Think of the person here that annoys you more than anyone

(2) Jesus died for that person

c) Who are we to argue with God?

V. If part thinks he doesn’t belong, he’s wrong.

A. Anyone here who thinks you don’t have a part to play, you’re wrong

1. Not my opinion

2. Word of God

B. On the other hand, if you think someone else doesn’t have a part, you’re also wrong

1. Ever wish certain people would just leave?

2. That’s sin, it’s evil, and it flies in the face of the love of Christ

3. Who are you, a sinner, to think you’re more important than anyone else here?

4. We all need Christ’s forgiveness

5. We all need His love shown to us by the rest of the church

6. The hymnal war has to stop

a) The only way it’ll stop is if everyone starts putting others first

VI. All the same is bad.

A. We have a lot to learn from each other

VII. God has put each of us here.

A. We’re not here by accident

B. Neither is the person on the other end of the pew

C. What God has joined together, let no man separate

D. That means sometimes you have to move out of your comfort zone for the sake of someone else

Luther: (v. 27) In short, no member lives and acts for itself; all obey and serve one another, and the more honored members serve most. Each seems to say: “I desire not to be otherwise than as I am. I am satisfied to be a member of the same body with the others, and to have equal rights and honors therein. It is unnecessary for me to exert myself to share in that body, for I am already a member of it, and content. My efforts I direct to serving the body — all the members, my beloved brothers and partners. I assume no peculiarities. I would not cause discord and conflict.”

VIII. Can’t tell others, “I don’t need you.”

A. God has decided that we need each other

B. Red-hymnal eyeballs need to see to the desires of the blue-hymnal ears

C. Blue-hymnal ears need to listen to the needs of the red-hymnal eyeballs

D. Both are just as important

E. Can’t do without either part of the body

IX. If one suffers, all suffer.

A. Infighting does not further the kingdom of God

B. Leads to others bad-mouthing the church

C. Causes hurting where there should be love, forgiveness & acceptance

D. Attacks those Christ died for

X. If one is glorified, all rejoice.

A. When we put others ahead of us, God is glorified

B. We send a message to the world

1. The church is a place of love

2. Christ’s forgiveness extends to everyone, even people who don’t agree with you

XI. We are each parts of Christ’s body.

A. Whatever has happened in the past is past

B. You can’t change how you’ve acted

C. Jesus can

1. When He died on the cross, He erased our past sins

2. He even erased our future sins

3. His forgiveness extends to everyone

a) Even those so caught up in “New and different” that they forget the rich heritage we’ve been given

b) Even stiff-necked people who are unwilling to bend

4. He united us as one body

a) Forgiven

b) Set free from sin

c) Rejoicing together in words and hymns that extend beyond time to heaven itself so we may sing with the angels and the saints

d) Praising God together for his wonderful love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

A. Object: Paper & pencil: Draw a 0. Like my person? What’s missing?

B. Message: The church needs all kinds of people. Jesus died for everyone.

Lesson Summary

The focus of these lessons is on God providing help and mercy to all who trust Him. The Psalm proclaims the happiness of those who follow God. He is good and faithful and shows mercy even and especially to those who suffer. The Servant of the Lord speaks in the Old Testament Lesson of His mission of mercy that will give hope and courage to His people. In the Epistle, Paul explains the unity of the church as the body of Christ, a unity that provides support and strength to all its members. In the Gospel, Jesus reads in the Nazareth synagogue and proclaims the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy in Himself.
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