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Children’s Sermon

Object: Are your hands important? How many hands do you have? Is that enough? What if you had hands instead of eyes or ears? Would that be good?

Message: God calls the church, “The Body of Christ.” You are all parts of Jesus’ body! Would it be good if we were all pastors? Why not? You are just as important to God as I am! Just as you need eyes and hands in your body, Jesus says it’s best that we all be different so we can help each other and tell others about Him. You’re so important to Him that He died for you!

The Body

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 12:27-31a) Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? Do all have gifts of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? But eagerly desire the greater gifts.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. We live in a world where the body is worshipped

1. The best people are considered to be the most physically fit

2. Diet books sell by the millions

3. And people pay high premiums for low-fat or fat-free versions of their favorite foods

B. But these bodies, no matter how fit and trim we may or may not keep them, are temporary

1. They slowly break down, decay until they can no longer support life

2. And when the casket is closed, the condition of your body becomes completely irrelevant, all your work for nothing

II. But you are Christ's body, and separate parts of it.

A. You, the church body of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, are the body of Christ!

1. Sometimes, as a small church, it’s easy to be a defeatist

2. “We’re just a little rural church—we can’t do anything important.”

3. That is 100% true!

4. But God, on the other hand, can accomplish amazing things through you

5. Just as accomplished world-changing things through 12 Jewish guys almost 2000 years ago

B. This is a huge honor

1. God has chosen you to be a part of His body

2. You can’t get any closer, any more intimate, than actually being part of someone

3. And that is how close He has made you to Him

4. That is how much He loves you

5. And through His love, He has blessed you with countless gifts and talents

a. He has given even the poorest of you wealth beyond anything the world in previous history has ever known

b. He has given you abilities to accomplish amazing things

i. Some to be spouses and demonstrate the love of none less than God Himself

ii. Some of those to be parents and mold the world’s future

iii. Some of you to be farmers and feed the world

iv. Some of you the skills to work in stores and factories and other businesses to provide the services and things that we want and need

v. Some of you the ability to care for those in need through service occupations

C. With honor comes responsibility

1. And you’ve been given the highest honor

2. So with it comes considerable responsibility

a. The responsibility to use the gifts that God has given you to His glory

b. To share those riches where they are needed

c. To show that love through whatever sacrifice is necessary
d. To use your talents and abilities wherever God has called you to be to the very best of that ability

3. You are a member of Jesus’ body

a. Would Jesus’ body hoard riches to enjoy personal luxury instead of giving where needed?

b. Would Jesus’ body look out for his own best interest instead of making whatever sacrifice is necessary?

c. Would Jesus’ body be lazy and just do “His fair share” and nothing more?

d. Are you part of Jesus’ body or not?!

III. And God has put in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracle workers, then gifts of healing, helps, administrations, kinds of tongues.

A. What kinds of gifts has God given you?

1. Paul makes it clear that not everyone is a pastor, and that’s good!

2. But we have all different gifts to use to God’s glory

B. Some gifts directly serve the church

1. Riches that are donated, either through the offering plate, gifts to various ministry organizations, or donations of food and supplies

2. Serving through boards, committees, and other acts of service for or on behalf of the congregation, both people and property

3. Serving in a professional church work career

C. Some gifts serve your home

1. Being obedient to your parents

2. Honoring your marriage vows

3. Serving your children and raising them to be great men and women of God

D. Some gifts serve your neighbor

1. Doing the work of your career, no matter what it is

2. Helping people out when the opportunity arises (and seeking out opportunities instead of waiting for them to come)

3. Supporting charities and service organizations whenever possible

E. All those gifts ultimately serve the Lord

1. It’s called “Vocation”: your calling

2. And wherever God has called you, you have both the opportunity and the responsibility to be a “Mask of God,” a visible expression of God’s love in those vocations

IV. Not all are apostles, are they? Not all are prophets, are they? Not all are teachers, are they? Not all are miracle workers, are they? Not all have gifts of healings, do they? Not all speak with tongues, do they? Not all interpret, do they?

A. Pastors are not “Super Christians,” better than anyone else

1. God doesn’t love us more

2. He doesn’t listen more closely to our prayers than yours

3. And we’re certainly not less sinful (My family could verify that!)

B. And you are not anything less

1. You have been given the same faith, the same Spirit, and the same Baptism

2. You have the same Gospel to share with those connected to your vocation, whether it be spouse, children, parents, coworkers, friends, or neighbors

3. It doesn’t take skill—only love and a witness to your hope

4. Sharing the Gospel is not just the pastor’s job or the job of the evangelism board

5. It’s the job of the entire church

V. But earnestly desire the greater gifts.

A. Does that mean you should be envious of professional church workers or strive to be one, no matter who you are? No!

B. Rather, honor those who bring the gospel to you, whether a pastor or your own child

C. Because this is an act of service like no other

1. An act that will not only bring you comfort and peace

2. But give you the gift of eternal life

D. All because of the Body of Christ

1. The body that gave up all riches and personal comfort for you

2. The body that, even when exhausted, kept preaching, teaching, and healing for you

3. The body that used the depths of the wisdom of God to draw you to Him

4. The body that loved you by pouring out His lifeblood and allowing that body to be broken that you are forgiven of all your sins

5. And the body that rose again to give you eternal life

6. You are part of that body

a. And since Jesus’ body has been raised to never again die

b. So you, the Body of Christ, will live forever with Him in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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