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Pitied or Envied?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 15:12-20, NIV) But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? … For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

 Joseph Bayly, in his book \italic{The View From A Hearse}, tells of what he said to offer hope to a woman whose small son was dying. "It's good to know, isn't it," I spoke slowly, choosing my words with unusual care, "that even though the medical outlook is hopeless, we can have hope for our children in such a situation. We can be sure that after our child dies, he'll be completely removed from sickness and suffering and everything like that, and be completely well and happy." "If I could only believe that," the woman replied. "But I don't. When he dies, I'll just have to cover him up with dirt and forget I ever had him." It is sad, but more often than not, this woman's words express the hopeless plight of so many people all around us.

II. Some among you teach that Christ is not raised.

A. We look at this text & say, “This isn’t about me. I can go to sleep.”

1. Yes, there are still those, even in the Christian church, who deny the resurrection.

2. They are pastors and members of churches like ours, some within 15 miles of here

3. It’s becoming more prevalent all the time

a. We talk about “going to heaven”

b. We tend not to talk about the resurrection of the body & life everlasting

c. We won’t spend eternity without our bodies

d. On the last day, Jesus will raise us up, just as He was raised

e. We’ll live forever with those new glorified bodies

B. Yet denial of the resurrection is just an example

1. Heresy (False teachings) are painfully prevalent in the Christian church

a. Listen to Christian radio: about every 20 minutes, you’ll hear at least 2 heretical statements

i. Most common is something about choosing Christ, as if faith were an intellectual process

ii. The next most common is something like, “10 steps to getting your life together” as if you could follow some formula and your life would be free from trouble

iii. Both of those ideas are unscriptural, but they’re still attractive

1. Problem is that they emphasize our actions instead of God’s

2. Can slowly, subtly, turn our salvation focus inward instead of outward

3. Can lead to depending on ourselves for salvation

4. Can lead to despair or doubting our salvation

iv. Not saying, “Don’t listen to Christian Radio”

1. of my 5 radio presets are Christian stations

2. But be aware that not everything you hear is the Word of God

3. A good chunk of it is just plain wrong

b. The “Left Behind” books & movie are also based on false teachings

c. The list goes on

2. Just as Paul stood firm against false teachings, so must we

a. The teachings & practice of the Church are not based on “I think”

b. We don’t determine our doctrine from “It seems to me”

c. Our beliefs are not based on “I feel”

d. We believe, teach, and confess the Word of God: nothing more; nothing less

C. This text is more than just verse 12, though

III. If Christ is raised, then so will we be.

A. Paul, under inspiration of the Holy Spirit, affirms the resurrection of Christ

1. Jesus did in fact physically rise from the dead

2. Historical event

3. Not just a “Once Upon a Time” story

4. He retains His body to this day and for eternity

a. He retains to wounds as a constant reminder to Himself that our sins have been paid for

i. As long as those wounds are there, we can hold God to His promise of eternal life

b. He gives us that same body & blood in the Lord’s Supper

i. Not just a symbol or “spiritual” presence

ii. Real, actual presence of Jesus’ body & blood

IV. If there’s no resurrection,

A. neither is Christ raised

1. The whole point of Christ rising from the dead was to secure eternal life for us

2. If we won’t rise as well, then there’s no reason to think He did, either

B. & neither are our sins forgiven

1. When Christ rose from the grave, it signalled that God had accepted Jesus’ sacrifice

2. When Jesus died on the cross, He took our sins with Him

3. Our sin died that Friday, roughly 1,970 years ago, when Our Lord Jesus Christ died

4. When He rose, our sins did not—they stayed dead

5. So if Christ didn’t rise, His sacrifice wasn’t accepted, and we’re still in our sin

C. & those who sleep are destroyed.

1. Death is hard, but there is comfort for Christians in death

a. We know that it’s temporary, that we’ll be reunited with our Christian loved ones

b. Imagine life without that hope

c. Worse: imagine death without that hope, like the woman in the opening illustration

2. Yet we know that there’s more to this life than this life

V. If Christianity is only for this life, we’re to be pitied,

A. If the church is just for this life, we can all go home right now

1. No reason to listen to me go on

2. No reason to rejoice in God’s forgiveness

3. No reason to seek God’s will

a. Because there’s nothing to thank Him for

b. As Jesus said, “What good is it to gain the whole world but lose your soul?”

VI. but Christ is raised, & we’ll follow.

A. Here is our hope & our motivation

1. Even though we’re quick to latch onto false teachings, Christ is raised

2. Even though we often believe “I think” over “This is the Word of the Lord,” Christ is raised

3. Even though we chase after new philosophies and spurn the truth that has been given to us, Christ is raised

4. Even though we are sinners, Christ is raised

5. Because He is raised, we too are raised to a new life

6. Because Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: 2 rubber bands

Message: break rubber band. Talk about Jesus’ death on the cross. Can’t be repaired, just buried (Stuff into fist), but He rose, and so will we (pull out unbroken rubber band)

Lesson Summary

This series assures us that Christ is a sure Source of help, no matter what the trouble may be. The Psalm tells of the blessedness of the godly and the condemnation of the wicked. The Old Testament Lesson warns against relying on human help and pronounces a blessing on those who instead rely on God. In the Epistle, Paul points to Christ's victory over death as our assurance of resurrection. His victory assures our own when we trust Him. The Gospel shows Jesus healing many, and then teaching the Beatitudes, a description of life in His kingdom, and a source of encouragement when we must suffer for His sake.
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