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Follow the Leader

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 15:19-28, NIV) If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him. Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For he “has put everything under his feet”. Now when it says that “everything” has been put under him, it is clear that this does not include God himself, who put everything under Christ. When he has done this, then the Son himself will be made subject to him who put everything under him, so that God may be all in all.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

At the death of Nikita Khrushchev many years ago, a humorous story circulated in political circles. (Can’t confirm, so treat as fiction) The Communist party that had cast Mr. Khrushchev aside was uncomfortable with the idea of burying his body on Soviet soil. They first called the President of the United States, Richard Nixon, and asked if the U.S. would take Khrushchev's corpse. Nixon had his own problems at the time and declined. Then the Soviet leaders tried Golda Meir, Prime Minister of Israel. Mrs. Meir was agreeable but she added, "I must warn you that this country has the world's highest resurrection rate."

II. If Christ is only for this life, we’re pathetic

A. Talking to a man this week who told me that death is a law of the universe

1. If everything in our universe dies, then God must die, too

2. He was right, but not for the reason he thought

B. Death is a law of the universe, or rather, a result of the Law of the Universe (God’s Law)

1. It didn’t start out that way

a. You, I, the world, and the whole universe were designed to be eternal

b. God never intended anything else

c. His intention was for us to live eternally in communion with Him

2. Then, everything got messed up

a. Man sinned

i. People decided that they wanted to go their own way

ii. Decided that human logic was better than human logic

b. Man sinned again & again

i. Cain killed his brother

ii. People built the Tower of Babel, a monument to human achievement

iii. Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery

iv. The Israelites rebelled against God after He saved them from slavery

v. Even had the audacity to kill the Son of God

c. Sin, like a weed, rooted itself into everything

i. Created a barrier between us and God

1. So strong, we could never cut through it

2. No amount of good works will ever get us right with God

3. Cannot ever earn heaven

ii. Made the permanent temporary

1. Animals started eating each other

2. Some plants became poisonous

3. Animals stopped serving man

4. Things break, die, and decay

1. Not a “Circle of Life”

2. It’s just perpetual death

C. Something needed to be done about this

1. God saw that his creation had been corrupted

a. Didn’t like that

i. He’s a holy, perfect God

ii. Can’t allow imperfection

b. Had 2 ways to respond

i. Scrap the whole thing

1. This would be the easy thing to do

2. It would also be justice

ii. Fix it

1. Seems a bit impractical

1. Same reason a parent will go to great lengths to keep a child’s teddy bear repaired instead of just replacing it

2. “Daddy, can you fix it?”

3. Spend an entire evening fixing a $5 toy

4. He loved us enough to do the impractical

2. Justice still needed to be served

1. We couldn’t do it

2. Someone else had to

3. Only One good enough was God Himself

3. So God the Son became one of us

1. Faced the same temptation that we do

2. Never sinned

3. Could’ve said, “If I can do it, you should be able to, too,” and destroyed us

4. Instead, chose to take our punishment for us

5. Allowed Himself to be punished for us on the cross, in our place

III. But Christ is raised: firstfruits of the resurrection

A. In Adam , all die.

1. Just as giraffes give birth to giraffes, sinners beget sinners

a. We’re sinners from the moment of conception

b. Penalty for sin is death

c. If you sin, you die

i. Death is not annihilation

ii. It’s separation

1. Body from soul

2. Man from God

d. Since all are sinners, we all have earned a one-way ticket to hell

B. In Christ, all are raised.

1. Since Jesus rose from the dead, we will follow in His footsteps

2. Whether you’re alive or dead when He comes back, you’ll be alive

3. He’ll destroy this corrupted world and replace it with an undying world

4. We’ll live forever in that new creation with bodies that will never die

IV. All authority given to Christ

A. There’ll be no more devil to lead us astray

B. He & all other opposition will be squashed once & for all

C. So we will live forever with Jesus and in His name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Blown Egg

Message: What happened on Good Friday? What’s so good about Jesus dying? Where did they put His body?

If I break this egg on _’s head, what do you expect will happen? (Do it.)

On Sunday morning, they went to the tomb, but they found the same thing: nothing. Jesus is risen, and we can live forever, too.

Lesson Summary
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