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How to offend people

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 8:7-13, NIV) But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do. Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling-block to the weak. For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols? So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

Man went to circus & found elephant tied to a tiny rope on a small stake: raised w/ it & gave up trying to break it long ago. Didn’t understand how it could be free.

II. Some don’t understand their freedom

A. Paul’s day: Meat sacrificed to idols

1. Best place to get meat

2. Too expensive for common use

3. Matter of commerce, not religion

B. Reformation

1. “If it’s not commanded, it’s forbidden.”

2. Removed organ, images, stained glass, etc.

C. Our day: lots of things

1. Rock & Roll music (used to be Lawrence Welk)

2. Going to a Disney movie (no matter what it is)

3. Drinking anything with alcohol

4. Playing cards, even if it’s for raisins & pretzels

5. Dying your hair or piercing various parts of your body

6. Eating fried foods

D. If not forbidden, it’s okay

1. We’ve been set free from the Law

2. Jesus has released our sin

3. We don’t need to follow strict regimens to gain God’s favor

4. Jesus already earned it on the cross

III. Adiaphora don’t make a difference to God

A. We can’t earn His favor

1. Won’t love us more if we throw away our TVs

2. Won’t put an extra jewel in our crowns for using one hymnal over another

3. Not better to shop at Christian-owned stores

4. Not even sitting in front of church will get you extra credit

B. Only that which is forbidden, we avoid

1. Not to earn His favor

2. Thank Him for giving up His Son for us

3. Harmful to us

4. He’s outlined what to avoid

IV. If it does to men, refrain.

A. Sometimes, we need to give a little

1. Some weak brothers have limited themselves

a. Woman who won’t even drink sparkling grape juice

i. Self-imposed limitation

ii. I wouldn’t offer her a beer

iii. After she leaves, I might get the blender out & have a margarita

b. Another who won’t eat meat on Fridays

i. Classic example regarding eating meat

ii. Wouldn’t grill steaks outside if she were my neighbor on Fridays

B. We wouldn’t want their faith hurt

1. Young Christians might think it’s all hypocrisy

2. We’re bound by our conscience, even if it’s wrong

3. We don’t want to tempt someone to violate their conscience

4. Sin pulls us away from our Savior

V. If it’s a confessional stance, don’t refrain

A. Color of Communion wine doesn’t matter

1. For a time, Lutherans only used white wine

2. Showed not just a symbol

B. Amount of water in Baptism

1. We pour instead of immersing

2. Show that immersion isn’t necessary (not a good idea w/ infants, anyway)

VI. They’re more important than your freedom

A. Win the battle & lose the war

1. Marriages break up because people insist on being right (when not important)

2. Faiths are hurt because someone is careless of brother (care-less: don’t care)

3. Become a stumbling block

a. More cruel because it’s done to the weak

b. Like tripping someone with crutches

B. Jesus won the war

1. Don’t need to fight

2. He’s not concerned about forcing freedom on anyone

3. Act according to your conscience

4. Remember your brother’s conscience

5. Jesus died for him, too

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Who wants to race? Okay, but I get to drive. Fair?

Message: Clothes, shoes, toys: don’t tease people with less than you.

Lesson Summary

Today’s lessons point us to Jesus as the Savior, He Who speaks God's Word in truth and demonstrates it by His loving deeds of mercy. The Psalm tells us the blessings that come to those who learn and trust God's Word. The Old Testament Lesson tells of the coming of the Messiah, He Who will be the great Prophet. The mark of a prophet is absolute truth. In the Epistle, Paul explains Christian freedom. It is not to be used to dominate others or ignore them, but is to be used considerately. The Christian is to use the knowledge of the Scripture lovingly and humbly. In the Gospel, Jesus heals the demoniac, demonstrating His authority. The demon identifies Jesus as the Holy One of God, and the people are amazed that Jesus has such power and can teach with authority.

"About the Liturgy"

Words of Institution: Words Jesus used to [institute] the sacrament: (Work through words)
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