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Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes getting shots at the doctor’s? Why do your parents make you do that?

Message: Sometimes bad things happen to us, but God uses those things to help us. Those things remind us how we need Him. He knows about needing to have bad things happening to Him. †

The role of works in salvation

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 Corinthians 9:24-27) Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last for ever. Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. In the early years following Jesus’ ascent into heaven, a teaching called “Antinomianism” became popular within the Christian church

1. Antinomian means “Against the Law”

2. They reasoned this way:

a. Because Jesus died for us, all our sins are forgiven (correct)

b. And because of that and because of God’s loving nature, He likes to forgive us (correct)

c. So the more we sin, the more we give God the joy of forgiving us, so let’s sin a lot! (Dead wrong!)

B. There’s nothing new under the sun

1. Antinomianism has survived to this day

2. Although the reasoning is a bit different

3. It usually goes something like this:

a. Since God forgives me no matter what because Jesus died for my sins (correct)

b. As long as I repent after the sin, that sin won’t hurt me (wrong)

C. Why is that wrong? Makes sense, right?

1. For one, such an attitude can horribly hurt your neighbor’s faith

2. But more than that, there’s a foundational problem with that

a. Good works are a product of faith

b. When you do good works, that’s God working through you

c. But when you sin, guess whose lead you’re following?

d. Do you really want to be following the devil, the president of the “I hate Jesus” club?

e. When you sin, you’re siding with the enemy, aiding the worst terrorist the world has ever known

f. Whose side are you on?

II. Don't you know that among those who run in the race, while all run, one receives the prize. Run so that you may win.

A. So often, getting caught up in the “Rat Race,” it’s easy to forget the real race you’re running

1. Ultimately, all the other trials & struggles, goals and jobs, are just part of the larger race

2. Our life on this earth is like a decathlon: lots of different parts to the race,

3. But we’re usually running more than one at a time

B. Now imagine what would happen if an athlete poured all his energy into one event in the decathlon

1. He wouldn’t have the strength to devote to the rest, and he’d lose for sure

2. So is it when you focus on one specific facet of your life at the expense of the rest

a. Your job at the expense of your family

b. Your family at the expense of your spiritual growth

c. Recreation at the expense of service to others

d. Even too much time at “church work” at the expense of the other people & needs in your life can be destructive

3. It’s not about the fastest lap

4. It’s about the race as a whole

III. But all who compete exercise discipline in all things, therefore, to receive a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible crown.

A. What prize are you racing for?

1. The prize the Corinthians would think of was the award for winning the Isthmian games: a crown made of leafy branches

2. Personal enjoyment: “You only go around once—enjoy it to the fullest.”

3. Status: “I want to be respected and remembered well.”

4. Money: “He who dies with the most toys wins.”

5. A good family: “I want my kids to come see me after they’ve moved out.”

6. What prize do you devote most of your energies to winning?

B. How long will that prize last?

1. That leafy crown only lasted a few days before the leaves withered and fell off

2. The personal enjoyment you work for often lasts only a fraction of the time spent attaining it, like waiting in line for hours to go on a 2 minute roller coaster

3. Status? How many Nobel Prize winners can you name? Academy award winners from last year? Status & fame are horribly fleeting.

4. Money: it’s useless unless you spend it, and if you spend it, it’s gone, and most of the things you buy with money eventually break or wear out

5. Even family can be taken away from us in an instant: a friend of mine lost his parents and only sister a few years ago in a crash

C. What is the ultimate prize?

1. There is a crown that out-values anything you could work for

2. Eternal life will never wither

3. Unlike earthly pleasures, it never comes to an end

4. It doesn’t go away like fame

5. It’s not used up like money

6. and not even death can take it away

7. Because it’s through death that it has been attained

D. How do you gain that prize?

1. Here’s another way this prize is different from any other prize you could work for

2. You don’t have to work for this prize

a. Eternal life has already been earned for you

b. Jesus already won the race by living a perfect life

c. And instead of claiming that crown, He took on Him your crown of thorns

d. And He gave His victory crown to you

e. He chose death so you have the gift of eternal life

IV. Accordingly, I run as such, not uncertainly;

A. There’s a purpose to your running

1. Staying on God’s path is not for the sake of being religious

2. Rather, by sticking to God’s course, you can be assured of reaching the finish line

3. It’s not that you get there by your own power—The Holy Spirit is carrying you through Word and Sacrament

4. But sin is jumping off and running in the opposite direction

5. Do you really want to go there?

V. I box as such, not beating the air.

A. This isn’t practice, and it’s not pointless

1. There are real enemies fighting you

a. The Devil

b. The world (sinful society)

c. Your own sinful flesh: The “Old Adam” that’s constantly choosing sin over God’s plan

2. Those enemies want more than anything else to keep you from reaching your goal

a. How do they try to trip you up?

b. The same lies they’ve been using since the beginning

i. “Oh, that sin won’t kill you.”

ii. “It’s not really sin.”

iii. “Hey, nobody’s perfect.”

iv. “Jesus will forgive you anyway, so go ahead.”

c. Do you really want to listen to those enemies of God and their ideas?

d. Do you really want to send the message to your family & friends, “The devil’s advice—it’s not such bad advice!”

e. Do you really want to tell God, “Lord, I have a better idea than You for this situation.”

VI. But I beat my body and make it my slave, so as not, after I've preached to others, I won't become disqualified.

A. Jesus said, “What good is it to gain the whole world, but lose your own soul?”

1. What race are you running?

2. Are you expending all your energies on the rat race?

3. Have you jumped off the path, running backwards with the Antinomians?

4. Stop running the wrong way

a. If something or someone in your life is getting in the way, pulling you off of God’s path, get rid of it or them

b. If a decision you’ve made for your life is not in line with God’s course, change your direction!

c. That might not be easy to do, but what’s it worth to you?

d. Is that thing or that person or that decision more valuable to eternal life?

e. If so, can you see how it’s already dragged you off the path?

f. For your own sake, shake it off so you don’t disqualify yourself!

B. No matter how far off the path you’ve gone, it’s not too late

1. Jesus died for everyone who’s ever strayed from the path

2. He has washed away your sin in your Baptism & given you a fresh start

3. No matter how many times you’ve taken the advice of His enemies and fought against Him, He still loves you

4. Welcome back to the path

a. It’s not always an easy path to run

b. And sometimes it seems like it’s all uphill

c. But Jesus knows it well, having run it Himself

d. And He’s with you every step of the way

e. And your name has already been inscribed on the winner’s trophy in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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