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Children’s Sermon

Object: First, seat the kids in the front pew so they’re out of the way. Then have a volunteer put on a blindfold and try to find me. At first, say nothing. After a little while, start talking, leading the blindfolded right to me. Then go behind the volunteer and grab the shoulders.

Message: If we’re looking for God, we won’t find Him by ourselves. Only through His Word, the message that He died for us and loves us, can we know Him, and then He finds us.

In the light

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 1:1-2:2) That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched--this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. We write this to make our joy complete. This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense--Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When I was a kid, my favorite toys were those that glowed in the dark

1. Hold them up to the light for a while, then take them into a dark room, and they’ll glow in the dark

2. But after a while, they’d lose their light, and I’d have to go back into the light so it could absorb more light

B. Faith is like that

1. When exposed to the light of God’s love, we are able to shine that light to others

2. But the longer we’re away from that light, the more difficult it is to shine God’s light

II. What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have looked at, and with our hands, touched, about the Word of life, and the life was revealed and we have seen and witness and declare to you the eternal life which was from the Father and was revealed to us,

A. John the apostle was exposed to the light of God’s love for three years

1. He lived with Jesus and hung on His every Word

2. He watched Jesus’ trial and saw His Lord crucified for his sins

3. And he saw and touched his Savior after He was raised from the dead

B. In turn, the next 60 years of his life were devoted to shining that light in a world of darkness

III. What we have seen and heard we have also declared to you that you also may have fellowship with us. Yes, and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ.

A. The fellowship John is talking about here is not just friendship

B. It is agreement, sharing in the truth of God’s Word

1. The apostles shared Jesus with thousands of people

2. And those thousands in turn took that good news of a crucified and risen Savior to their friends, families, and associates

3. And soon, Jesus Christ was known the world over

4. It is because of those 12 that you are here today

a. Because they shared the message with others, who in turn shared that message with those you heard it from

b. And through that message of salvation, you are united with them and with God Himself

IV. And these things we write that our joy may be complete.

A. Imagine taking that toy, holding it up to the light, then locking it, by itself, into a closet

1. Is there any point in that?

2. No one would be able to enjoy the light, nor even know it’s there

B. So it is with the love of Christ

1. He shone the light of His love for us on the cross

2. But you take that light and throw it in the closet

3. You “hide it under a bushel”!

4. You lied when you sang those words, “This little Gospel light of mine—I’m gonna let it shine.”

5. How many people in your life have you hidden that Gospel light from, so they continue to stumble around in the darkness of their own sin?

6. How much of God’s love have you held back, that your joy may be incomplete?

V. And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and there is no darkness at all in Him.

A. This is quite the contrast from us

B. We are sinners, and because of our sin, we walk in darkness

C. Like that toy, the only light we have is from God

VI. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not tell the truth.

A. When we walk away from God

B. When we avoid the light-giving Gospel by not taking opportunities to be in His Word

C. We are like a glow-in-the-dark toy that’s been buried in the darkness

D. And claiming to have that light but not offering any evidence makes us useless

VII. But if in the light we walk, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

A. So what does it mean to walk in the light?

B. It’s not just doing what God says to do

C. It’s being in tune with God

1. Actively seeking His Will

2. Being in the Word so you know what His will is for you

3. Very simply, being in the light is having faith

a. Knowing you are a horrible sinner

b. But also knowing that Jesus is greater than your sin

c. And knowing that His blood has washed away all your sin

VIII. If we say that we have no sin, ourselves we deceive, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, faithful [He] is and righteous that He forgave our sins and cleansed us from all unrighteousness. If we say that we haven't sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us.

A. If you have no sin, you don’t need a Savior

1. If you try to excuse your unwillingness to seek God’s will and say, “I’m doing enough,” then you’re deceiving yourself

2. God is not deceived

a. He knows your sin

b. He can’t be convinced otherwise

3. So when you claim that sin is your only course of action and therefore not sin, who is the fool?

B. But by admitting our sin to God, we enter into a whole different existence

1. No longer are we weighed down by sin

2. No longer do we need to wander in darkness

3. No longer do we need to be ashamed of our darkness

C. The words here are past tense

1. He forgave our sins (already!)

2. He cleansed us from all unrighteousness (already!)

3. There’s no need to hold onto sin that God has already set you free from!

IX. My little children, this I write to you that you not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous.

A. We will sin—no question about that

B. But God does not condemn you for your sin

C. Because Jesus stands before Him and speaks on your behalf

1. He shows the Father His own wounds

2. And that evidence shows that the punishment for your sins has already been paid

3. So the Father cannot condemn you because of what Jesus has already done for you

X. And the same is the atoning sacrifice for our sin, but not for ours only, but also for the whole world.

A. His salvation is not just for you, but for your neighbor

1. For that guy at work who really bugs you

2. For your grandmother and aunts and uncles

3. For your children

4. For your friends

5. Jesus died for all

B. And the light He has given you

1. Is the light of the World

2. And the darkness cannot overcome it in Jesus’ name. Amen.

XI. Conclusion

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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