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Marvin Maurer Funeral

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 1:5-7) This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You are all here for one reason, but different reasons have brought you to know Marvin Maurer

1. Some of you are family

2. Some of you are people he helped out

3. Others shared faith with him in Church and Bible Study

4. Others are friends he shared laughs with

B. You are all here because you in some way had fellowship, unity, with Marvin Maurer

1. And now, that fellowship has been temporarily severed

2. The wall of death has broken that union for a little while

II. And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and there is no darkness at all in Him.

A. When faced with the darkness of death, it’s important to understand where that darkness comes from

B. Marvin Maurer was anxious for this day to come

1. In the past month, he made several comments about His desire for this life to end for him

2. It wasn’t that he was in pain so much or depressed

3. He knew that he was richly blessed in this life

4. But he also knew firmly and without hesitation that something so much greater awaited him

5. He knew that this world is full of the darkness of sin

6. And he deeply wanted to be freed from this dark world to be in the light of his Savior, Jesus Christ

C. The darkness of pain and death which is caused by sin has been enlightened through Jesus

1. In Him, there is no darkness

2. To the contrary, in Jesus is the escape from darkness

3. As helpful and friendly as Marvin was, he was still a sinner

4. He knew that very plainly

5. But he also knew that the darkness of his own sin would not overcome him, because Jesus took on Himself Marvin’s sin for him

6. Marvin knew that Jesus paid the price for his sin to take him from that darkness

III. If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie and do not tell the truth.

A. I won’t stand up here and tell you what a wonderful man Marvin Maurer was

1. Because if I did and he were here, he’d take me to task for it

2. Because in and of himself, he was not a good man—he was a sinner

B. But Marvin Maurer did not walk in the darkness of self-righteousness

1. He knew what I tell you now

2. That it doesn’t matter what your sins are

3. All have sinned and fallen short

4. All of us have walked away from God, severed fellowship with Him

C. But faith is the light of life

1. Faith knows that Jesus Christ died to bring light

2. Faith knows that Marvin Maurer has received exactly what he wanted the most, eternal life

3. Faith knows that eternal life was achieved not by Marvin’s good deeds, but by Jesus’ perfect life and death for Marvin’s imperfections

4. And faith knows that Jesus died to bring you out of darkness as well.

IV. But if in the light we walk, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.

A. You are not able to restore fellowship with Marvin

1. He is beyond our reach

2. He cannot hear our prayers

3. Nothing you can do will bring him back

B. But thanks be to God that Jesus has restored our fellowship

1. This Easter season, we know that Jesus died so Marvin and all of us will live, restoring fellowship with God

2. This Easter season, we know that Jesus rose again that we have the promise that we will all be raised as He was

3. And because the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed you from all sin, will live forever in His light in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Page 
 PAGE 
1


