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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What do fathers do for us?

Message: What makes God the greatest Father?

Son of the Father

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 3:1, 2) How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. There are those theologians, including some clergy in our community, who say we should not refer to God as “He” or “Him”

1. The idea is that those who have been abused by their fathers cannot bear to use a very negatively charged word when describing God

2. And those with abusive husbands or boyfriends may not have a very high opinion of anything masculine

B. But in losing this description God has given us of Himself,

1. We take away from those who suffer the very love they need to know

2. The reality is that any human word in any human language will fall far short of the greatness not only of God, but of His love for us

3. And while God uses language—His Word—to show us His love,

4. He combines that message with action that goes beyond anything words can convey

C. The reality is that all human men are sinners, and all equally

1. None of us deserve the gift of loved ones that God has given us

2. We often fail to live up to the respect due to a father

3. And we usually fail to love as God would have us love

D. But God is the epitome of fatherhood

1. He is the Father by Whom all fathers are judged—literally

2. But He is also the Father Who shows what a father truly does

a) A father, according to His vocation as a father, is to set aside himself for the needs of his family

b) And that is exactly what God did for us

(1) He gave up everything for us

(2) More specifically, He gave up that which He loved the most—His only-begotten Son

(3) The failings of human fathers only demonstrate how great our heavenly Father is in contrast

(4) And that is the message given to us in today’s text by “the disciple whom Jesus loved”

II. Behold what manner of love the Father has given to us that we be called sons of God, such as we are.

A. We’ve heard the fairy tales of paupers who find out later that they are of royal descent

B. Well, you are not just children of God

C. You are all sons of God, regardless which bathroom you use

1. Because when God looks at you, He sees the perfect righteous obedience of His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ

2. He loves you as much as He loves His only-begotten Son

a) And that’s saying something, since the Son is God—the same God as the Father

b) So God loves you as much as He loves God

c) Because of what God has done for you

3. And He has adopted you as His Son

a) If you talk to parents who’ve adopted, they’ll inform you in no uncertain terms that they love their children the same whether they came from their own body or from another

(1) God rescued you from the devil and adopted you as His own

(2) Like an earthly adoption, you didn’t earn or pay anything to deserve that

(3) And He loves you more than any parent has ever loved a child

b) But by being adopted as a son, you also receive the inheritance

(1) According to Jewish law, women received no inheritance

(2) They depended on either their husbands, their sons, or their brothers to care for them

(3) So being adopted as a daughter would gain you very little

(4) Since you were adopted as a son, you are promised God’s inheritance

(5) And since God already died for you on the cross, it is yours

(6) That inheritance is the gift of eternal life

III. Through this, the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.

A. The reality is that the world will not understand Christianity

1. Because the world doesn’t understand Christ

2. The world sees man as the pinnacle of evolution

3. The world sees fulfillment as a product of one’s own efforts

4. The world can neither understand nor tolerate salvation by grace alone through faith alone because of Christ alone

a) You can share the amazing Gospel (Good News) of God’s love in Christ for us

b) And be prepared to get attacked for telling someone the way to free eternal life

(1) “How dare you say anyone without faith in Jesus will go to hell!”

(2) “So, what, are you saying that if Osama Bin Laden would believe in Jesus, God would just forgive him and let him go to heaven? I can’t believe in a god like that!”

(3) “So are you saying that Jesus is the only way to God?” (The correct answer, by the way, is, “No, I didn’t say that—Jesus did!”)

B. And that’s the reality—the world does not know Jesus

1. They don’t understand you because they don’t understand Him

a) The world sees Jesus as a wise teacher

b) They think He was a teacher of morality

c) And they totally miss the point that we can’t live up to God’s law

d) And thus, we can’t save ourselves!

2. And they will continue to reject you as long as they continue to reject Jesus

a) If they don’t believe Jesus is God,

b) They won’t think much of you for worshipping Him!

IV. Beloved, now we are sons of God, and it has not yet been revealed what we will be.

A. We don’t know exactly what we’ll be like at the resurrection and then on

1. What exactly will we look like?

2. How old will we appear?

3. What will we do for eternity?

B. We don’t know

C. But we don’t need to know the details

1. It doesn’t really matter now, anyway

2. What matters is that, through faith in Christ Jesus, you will be there with joy at the resurrection

3. And you have already received that inheritance

a) While the new creation has not yet been revealed to you

b) You are already a new creation through your Baptism

(1) Because when you are Baptized into Christ, you are clothed with Christ

(2) And every day, every moment, you are renewed and given a fresh start, sins forgiven

D. And since you are already citizens of heaven and have already been granted amnesty,

1. You need not concern yourselves with the troubles of this world

2. Yes, your neighbor still needs help in this world

3. But the love of Christ is not something of this world

4. Instead, you can focus on the world to come and concern yourself with that which pertains to that new creation

5. That would include showing that otherworldly love of Christ to your neighbor

6. And knowing that Christ’s love and forgiveness has been given to you as well

V. We know that, when He is revealed, we will be like Him, because we will see Him as He is.

A. On that last day, when He is revealed to us, we will be like Him

1. Immortal

2. Authoritative

3. And completely free from all sin and its curse

B. When the serpent in the garden tempted Adam & Eve, He said, “You will be like God if you eat the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil.”

1. They learned the difference between good and evil

2. “We used to be good. Now, we’re evil. We are our own basis of comparison.”

C. But even though the serpent overcame us by that tree, he was himself overcome by another tree

1. The tree of the cross “on which the Prince of Glory died”

2. And because of that cross and the subsequent empty tomb, you are remade to truly be “like God”

3. He made you like Him at your Baptism

4. And He will make you truly like Him even more fully, the way He always intended, at the final resurrection in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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