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Children of God

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 3:1,2, NIV) How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction :Whom does He love best?

When the small daughter of sculptress Sally Farnham was once asked which child was her mother’s favorite, the little girl promptly replied, She loves Jimmy best because he’s the oldest, and she loves Johnny best because he’s the youngest, and she loves me best because I’m the only girl.

II. God loves us enough to call us sons

A. Great text for Mother’s Day

B. Parents have a great taste of God’s love

1. Know what it’s like to love a child so intensely

a. Do anything to help them: daily sacrifices

b. Joy when they say, “I love you.”

c. Pain when they get hurt

d. Worse when you have to punish them

C. “What about me? I don’t have kids.”

1. You know what that love is, too.

a. You are a child of someone

b. You know what it is to be loved

c. Hopefully, you know what it’s like to count on & trust someone

2. We’ve all been let down by our human parents

a. Parents done something selfish

b. Hurtful

c. Maybe even abuse

d. Because human parents, unlike our heavenly Father, are sinful

III. World doesn’t know us because it doesn’t know Him

A. Even parents can’t know what real love is just by having kids

1. Can get a good taste

2. Always tainted

3. Easy to remember times you’ve given to your kids

4. Not perfect parents by any stretch of the word

B. Children don’t have a knowledge of real love, either

1. Get a great taste

2. If you’ve ever been let down, you don’t have a perfect taste

a. Broken promises

b. Parent put something ahead of you besides God & your other parent

C. As Children of God, we know what real love is

1. Always knows what’s best for us & how to handle a situation

a. Doesn’t need books on how to raise children

b. Never wonders if He made the right decision

2. Always here for us

a. I want to tell my kids that I’ll always be there for them

b. I can’t promise that

c. There’ll be times when I’m not around

d. God is always there

3. Gives us top priority

a. Never puts something else first

b. No matter the sacrifice, He’ll put us first

c. Even give up everything for us

4. Keeps His promises

a. Nothing ever “comes up” with God

b. Never has to change plans & break a commitment

c. We can count on Him to fulfill His promises

d. Even if He’s promised it thousands of years ago

e. Promised the Messiah, the Savior, thousands of years before the Son of God became flesh

f. Kept that promise

g. Promised to come again & take us from this sinful world

h. We can trust that promise

5. Willing to give up everything for us

a. We didn’t deserve His love

b. He made the ultimate sacrifice

c. Gave up His own Son to die for us

d. Because Jesus died for us, we can know what it is to be loved

IV. We’ll be like Him because we’ll see Him as He is

A. We have the name, but we’re still waiting for the realization

1. Given God’s name in our baptism (like Saxon was today)

2. Sins were forgiven, and brought into God’s family

3. All rights & privileges, including the inheritance

B. Since He has died, we receive the inheritance

1. It was God’s will for us to be in His family

2. God’s will for us to live forever with Him

3. He laid down His life for us so we could live forever with Him and know His love in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: How do you know your mom loves you?

Message: How do you know God loves you?

Lesson Summary

The Psalm beautifully describes the trusting relationship of the child of God to the Lord, his Shepherd. The Old Testament Lesson presents God the Shepherd telling us what He plans to do to rescue and comfort His sheep. In spite of the troubles they have met in this life, their future is bright for He is their Shepherd! The Epistle refers us to the example of Jesus Christ Whose righteous life is our example. Through Him, we lost sheep have been rescued that we might live new lives. The Gospel presents Jesus telling us that He is the Good Shepherd and describing why.

Preservice Lesson

5th Commandment: Shall not kill: Physical well-being: not harm, but look out for them. Not hate, but make every effort to care for them.
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