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God is Love…is love God?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 4:13-21, NIV) We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Saviour of the world. If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in him and he in God. And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him. In this way, love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment, because in this world we are like him. There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

One night a condemned conspirator on the life of the premier of Ceylon sat alone in his cell waiting for dawn and his own execution. Suddenly he roused himself from apparently somber despair to ask that a certain Christian missionary he named be summoned to his cell as quickly as possible. When the astonished missionary arrived, knowing that the condemned man had been a Buddhist monk all his adult life, he was even more surprised to hear the man ask that he might be baptized immediately in the Christian faith. Assured that the man knew and understood the basic implications of his request, the missionary finally asked why he wanted to be baptized at that moment. The man replied with patent conviction that, since he must die, he wished to die in a faith by which he could come freely to Godunrestrained by personal unworthiness and confident that he could entreat forgiveness simply out of love and mercy.

II. We know how much God loves us

A. Gave His Son

1. Saw the depths of our sin

a. Knew we had no way of getting out of it

b. Didn’t abandon us in that sin

2. Loved us

b. No poems or roses

c. Gift: His own Son’s life in exchange for ours

d. Not a feeling: action

i. Promised to love us no matter what

ii. Sent His Son to prove it

iii. No sin so great that the blood of God’s Son can’t cover it

B. Gave His Spirit

1. Jesus died for all people

a. Even for those who reject Him

b. Even for the ones insulting Him from the foot of the cross

2. Without faith, that redemption is useless

a. Our sinful nature rejects the free gift

b. We can’t imagine love so great & unconditional

c. Need the Spirit to create faith in us

3. Spirit given as a free gift

a. Comes to us through the Means of Grace

i. Baptism

ii. Written & spoken Word

iii. Lord’s Supper

b. Gives us faith: free gift, seperate from anything we do (Not a choice)

ii. Faith trusts Jesus’ blood to cover our sin

iii. Faith surrenders our lives to God

III. We show that love

A. Not a feeling

2. Still loved even if you don’t feel it

3. God promised to love us for Jesus’ sake & He always keeps His promises

B. Not by fear

1. Nothing to be afraid of

a. Any punishment we deserve has already been directed at Jesus

b. Any hatred God would have toward our sin was unleashed on the cross

d. “I will remember your sin no more.”

e. We can love others accordingly

C. Confidence

1. Know how much He loves us

a. Proven it on the cross

b. Given us the cancelled check in Holy Communion

i. Here’s the body that was broken for you

ii. Here’s the same blood that was shed for you

iii. No consolation in a symbol

iv. He gave us the real thing: no doubt of His love

v. If you doubt God’s love, come get the proof

vi. That’s why it’s there

2. Free to love

a. Not forced

i. Not “Apologize to your brother!”

ii. Not “If I promise to miss you, will you leave?”

b. Real love

i. Because God first loved us

ii. Because God loves our brothers, too

iii. Not necessarily “Like them”

iv. Love is willingness to sacrifice for them

v. Knowing God’s love & sacrifice, how can we do any less?

IV. Can’t love God & hate your brother

A. Remember M*A*S*H?

1. Episode where Col. Henry Blake went home

2. End of the episode, we learn that his plane was shot down: no survivors

3. Even though just a TV show, it hurt

4. Someone you knew

5. The multitude of wounded didn’t have the same effect, because they were just nameless faces

B. How can you love God?

1. We know a lot about Him

2. Few of us have seen Him

3. How can you love God, whom you don’t know as well, when you hate your brother, whom you know more personally?

C. Let go of hatred

1. Forgive

2. See brother’s value

a. Special creation of God

i. All human life is of infinite value

b. Bought by Jesus

i. He paid the infinite price

ii. How can you hate someone who’s been made perfect by God?

iii. How can you hate someone when God loves the likes of you?

V. Love because He first loved us

A. He endured the agony of the cross on our behalf

B. He was rejected when we should’ve been

C. God loves us no matter what, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

Children’s Sermon

Object: Anyone ever make you mad? 

Message: We made God mad by sinning, he punished Jesus instead. If people make us mad, remember that Jesus got punished for them, too.

Lesson Summary

This series focuses on Jesus' prayer in the Gospel that the Father sanctify His followers in His Word. See the Psalm above. The Acts substitute for the Old Testament Lesson recounts how the early disciples cast lots to replace Judas who had abandoned his discipleship. Note the tie-in with Jesus' words in the Gospel later. In the Epistle, we are taught that the evidence of God's activity in us is our love for God and each other. In this love, Christ's followers proclaim His salvation. In the Gospel, we hear Jesus praying for His followers, and the Church, asking the Father to keep them from evil and make them holy through His Word.

Preservice Lesson

6: Adultery: marriage is a shadow of our relationship with God. Commitment before communion, don’t pursue others, stay together if at all possible: sharing His love & forgiveness.
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