Quantity or Quality?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (1 John 4:7-11, NIV).

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Quantity or quality?

A. Standard abortion argument

1. Pro-life want quantity

2. Pro-choice want quality

3. Both are right but neither are perfect: can’t ignore quantity or quality

II. Love one another

A. Love is from God

1. He's the source

2. He's expressed it in 3 big ways

a. Made us

b. Redeemed us (Declared us righteous)

c. Sanctified us (Made us righteous)

i. Enables us to love Him

ii. Enables us to love each other

B. Don't know love => Don't know God

1. How can we claim to know love if we don't know the ultimate example?

2. If you know God, you can't help but love Him

III. What is love?

A. How God expresses it

1. Serves us & sees to our needs

a. Physical

i. Supplies us with the basics and more

ii. Enables us to serve others

b. Mental/emotional

i. Gives us family & friends

ii. Gives us the church

c. Spiritual

i. Cross

ii. Word/Holy Spirit

2. Constant

a. Never gives up on us: keeps forgiving

b. Won't allow anyone to take us from Him

B. How we express it.

1. Serve ourselves

a. Would rather save $5 on a pair of shoes made by slave children

b. Think nothing of supporting countries which persecute Christians

c. Too afraid to speak out for the unborn

d. Vote with our wallets

2. Inconsistent

a. Live together before marriage but divorce after marriage

b. Stick with our parents until they can’t give any more then never visit them

IV. Good News: God loves better than we do

A. He loves us in spite of our sin

B. He loves us because Jesus had no sin

C. He shows us His love for us to rejoice in & learn from

V. Quantity or quality?

A. Life is of infinite value: Choose life

B. Life is of infinite value: Take care of the lives you’ve been given

C. Life is of infinite value because it’s bought with the blood of Jesus

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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