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Shawn & Charlotte Power Renewal of Vows

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 4:9-13) This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No-one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us. We know that we live in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Shawn, Charlotte, and assembled friends

B. Marriages are all about love

1. And the better we understand what love is, the better we can understand what marriage is about

2. And when God talks about love, He doesn’t use cupids or valentines

3. For God, it’s all about blood and steel

II. In this the love of God was made visible in us: that God sent out His only begotten Son into the world that we might live through Him.

A. So often, we hear the words “True Love” on TV & in movies

B. But the usual definition of “True Love” is something that can be cured with muscle relaxers

C. God’s definition of True Love, though, is very different

1. According to God (And God’s always right!), love is not about emotions or body chemicals

2. It’s not something you feel, but something you do

D. God showed us what love is really all about

1. When we, being sinners, completely unattractive to God, were dead and decaying in the cesspool of sin

2. He sent His Son to drag us out of that sin, even though it meant diving in swimming to the bottom

3. We, as sinners, deserve eternal hell, permanent separation from God

4. But Jesus, God’s beloved Son, made himself to be unloved by the Father while He died on the cross

5. That’s love

a. Unconditional: totally undeserved

b. Sacrificial: willing to give up everything

III. In this is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son [to be] a propitiation [through blood sacrifice] for our sins.

A. And that’s the key to understanding and knowing love

1. Love is not about what you do for each other

2. It’s about what God did for you on the cross

B. When you promised to love each other, did you mean, “I will be a conduit of the love God has given to me”?

1. That’s what love is

2. It’s so much more than affection, “quality time,” gifts, and compliments

3. It’s Jesus acting through you

IV. If God loved us so, we also owe to love one another.

A. We owe God

1. Obviously, you are deeply indebted to Him

a. He gave you your life and everything in it

b. He gave you each other and enables you to love

c. And He gave you eternal life

2. But how can you pay off that debt?

a. Of course, you can’t

b. Even living perfectly would be “just doing your job,” deserving of no special status before God

c. And you are far from perfect

3. But of course, you don’t have to

a. Jesus paid off your debt to God

B. So you are free to love each other as thanks to God

1. By serving each other, you are serving God

2. And by loving each other, you are showing God to each other

V. No one has ever looked on God. If we love each other, God dwells in us and His love is perfected in us.

A. Not only do you owe love to God & each other, but you owe it to the other people in your life as well

1. The easiest way to show God’s forgiveness is by forgiving each other

2. The easiest way to show God’s sacrificial love is to show sacrificial love to each other

B. Your friends, family, and coworkers can’t see God

1. But they can see you

2. So if you want them to know what love is all about, let them see what “True Love” really is

3. And when they see it, let them know where it comes from: Jesus, our loving sacrificial Lamb

4. Let them know that there really is such a thing as unconditional love, and that Jesus loves them that way

VI. In this we know that we remain in Him and He in us, because out of His Spirit, He has given to us.

A. And there’s the key, through love, to “staying power”

B. Because you are sinners, you can’t achieve true peace

C. But God can, does, and already did

1. Even though you’re not always lenses shining Christ’s love

2. Even though you often don’t live up to that 100% sacrificial love that Jesus showed you on the cross

3. He didn’t just die as a demonstration for you

4. He died to give you life

a. To forgive all of your sins, including your sins against each other

b. To give you eternal life as the ultimate wedding gift, consummated at His return

c. And He has given you faith to love and cling to His free gift until you see His loving face with your own eyes at the resurrection

d. Because that’s how much He loves you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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