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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does the Holy Spirit do? (Gives us faith) What is faith? (Believing & trusting in †)

Message: What good is faith? Gives salvation, not because we’ve earned it—Jesus already earned it for us—but as a gift of God.

Victorious

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1 John 5:1-6) Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. This is the one who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Many Christians live in fear

1. Fear that the world will overcome the church

2. Fear that something will destroy their faith

3. Fear that the church will be persecuted into extinction

4. Fear that false doctrine will eventually destroy the church

5. Fear that the world or the devil are somehow a threat to God and His people, His church

B. But we need to understand this Easter season that such is not the case

1. When Jesus died on the cross, He won the victory—it was finished

2. And when He rose again, the victory was demonstrated beyond all doubt

3. If death couldn’t hold Jesus Christ, and He was in control over His own death,

4. Then certainly He can and will save us from death

II. Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God, and all those loving the begetter also love the One begotten of Him.

A. When we speak of Jesus’ victory, we need to clarify just Who it is that won the victory

1. There are those who say, “I believe in God, but not in Jesus.”

2. Or you’ll hear, “I like Jesus, but remove that ‘Christ’ part.”

3. Or, “God is the same God no matter what name you give Him.”

B. The problem is that Jesus isn’t just some good teacher

1. He claimed to be God—and backed up His claims

2. If you reject Jesus, then you reject God

3. How can you say that you love God but don’t love His Son?

4. Since He is one God, it’s a package deal

5. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, while distinct persons, are inseparable

6. You can’t just pick one any more than you can say you like the ocean but not water

III. By this we know that we love the children of God when we also do His commandments.

A. When we follow God’s commandments, we’re not earning anything before God

1. We can’t, because He expects perfection

2. If you are arrested for drunk driving and have a .10 blood alcohol level, you can’t say, “But the other 99.9% is clean!”

3. Our best efforts aren’t good enough

4. That said, since Jesus was good enough in our place,

5. We can show the rest of the world what He has done for us be giving His love to others

B. How do you show that you love God?

1. By doing what He commands

a) Putting God first

b) Don’t give Him a bad name

c) Treasure His Word—every day, not just 1 hour/week

d) Honor those He has placed in authority over you as His representatives

e) Help your neighbor protect his health

f) Love your spouse the way you want to be loved

g) Help your neighbor protect his possessions

h) Protect your neighbor’s reputation

i) And recognize that all you have, both possessions and people, are a gift from God and are sufficient and more than you deserve

2. Of course, we haven’t kept any of those commandments

a) But thankfully, even when we don’t love God and our neighbor as we should,

b) God still loves us

c) And nothing we do can ever change that

d) He will never take His victory from us

IV. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome.

A. Yet what God commands is not overwhelming by any means

1. He doesn’t require self-mutilation

2. He doesn’t require human sacrifice

3. And He doesn’t make ridiculous requirements about what you do in your sleep

A few weeks age, a Muslim man in India said the word, “Divorce” three times in his sleep. According to their law, that was a legal divorce. This couple of 11 years is forced to separate until the wife remarries, consummates the marriage, then divorce that man and remarry her first husband.

B. We may find such a story ridiculous and unbelievable,

C. But that’s only because of our basis of comparison

1. If our God made similar demands, this would seem normal

2. But the commands God has given us, while we may not always understand them, are wise commands

D. That doesn’t mean they’re any easier to follow, though,

1. It’s not that they’re so difficult per se

2. But rather that in order to do what He commands, we must overcome our sinful nature—every moment

3. Therein lies our problem

4. But our victory is not in what we accomplish, but in what Christ has accomplished for us

V. So that all who are born of God overcome the world, and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

A. What overcomes the world?

1. What enables us to stand firm against the sinful influences in our world?

2. What enables us to fight off the devil?

3. What will bring us to eternal life?

B. Faith! (Belief and trust in Jesus as your Lord and Savior)

C. And how is faith created and strengthened?

1. NOT by a confirmation certificate

2. By being in the Word

3. Be hearing the Word

4. By learning the Word

5. And yes, I know you don’t want to hear it, but by memorizing the Word

a) Because you won’t always have a study Bible with a good concordance with you

b) And even if you do (and I know most of you don’t carry one with you), it still won’t do you much good if you don’t know what you’re looking for

c) So until you can hard-wire the Bible into your brain surgically, you’re going to have to work at it a bit if you want to be ready to stand up to the devil, the world, and yes, even your own sinful flesh

d) Because you don’t have to go anywhere to face temptation

VI. But Who is the [one] overcoming the world if not the [one] believing that Jesus is the Son of God?

A. By grace, undeserved love, and through faith, you are a son of God

B. God looks at you and sees the perfect righteousness and obedience of His Son, Jesus Christ

C. And since Jesus has overcome the world and everything the world and the devil threw at Him, including death,

D. Through Him, you have overcome the world already

1. The world doesn’t want you to believe that Jesus is the Son of God and your Savior

2. Yet here you are, hearing His Word and receiving faith through that Word

VII. This is the [One] coming through water and blood, Jesus Christ, not in the water alone, but in the water and in the blood, and the Spirit is the witness since the Spirit is the truth.

A. Jesus came to us by being one of us

B. He identified with us at His Baptism (the water)

1. He wasn’t baptized for the forgiveness of His sins

2. He was baptized for the forgiveness of ours

3. Because for us to be forgiven, He had to fulfill all righteousness: perfection

C. And by the shedding of His blood, His coming was complete, finished

1. Because on the cross, He identified with us by taking on our sin 

2. He became sin for us and was destroyed

3. So by His death, our sin is destroyed

4. And we are victorious in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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